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| rate perſons; and what the Fairy K 
select! is, which is a bleſſing ©, 
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„ deftly anſwer LE 
SW 


| am not come r call the ri gb. eus ut ſinners 
Me. repentance, Matth. ix. 13. "x; EIN 


Pons as a man thinks his own rig 4. 
\ good enough, that he ſhall do we „ „ 
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PO N the 2 arg atance of any thing 
I controverſial, it eee, 1a au 
be occaſion ; now the occaſion of the 
is j preſent controverſy is as follows, 
=> The author of the Modeſt An- 
ſwer, in a ſermon preached at the opening of 
a new meeting place at Rowell, deliver d hims 
elf in the folloming words, Page 18, 19. 
Ihe eternal God indeed, does, by his 
word, make it the duty of poor uncon- 


N cc verted finners, where - ever the Goſpel is | 


** -Preached or publiſh'd, to believe on his | 


Son Jeſus Chriſt, repent and be convert- 


ed. To ſuppoſe the contrary, is to ſtrike 


* at the root of the eternal moral law of 


* 
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* 
\ * 


- 


PRI me —_ — 


iv {2 The Introdustion : 
« God, which obliges them to love Gol = 
© with all their ſoul, and all their ſtrengt 2 
«and be found in the proper uſe of all 
„means leading to that, and to their on 
* eternal happineſs; yea, ſuch a ſuppoſi- 
* tion oppoſes the ſtrongeſt Goſpel- inſtru- 
te ctions, the preaching and practiſe of the 
e diſciples of our Lord; makes unbelicf 
« and diſtruſt of Chriſt ro be no fin, nor 
* can faith it ſelf, according to this, be 
« looked upon as any part of obedience: 
But with ſuch folly as this the churches 
* of Chriſt have not been much troubled, 
« chough it has knock'd at the doors of 
„ ſome.” 
How agreeable this is to his text, or theme, 
J Jeave to the judgment of the wiſe, He loads 
the contrary ſuppoſition with dreadful conſe» 
Joe: and Yhen repreſents it *as folly that 
bad knock'd at the doors of ſome churches ; that 
F he fail'd to ſtir up anger, he need not fear 
o expoſe to contempt. It is not eaſy for me 
to gueſs what moved bim to meddle with this. 
matter, unleſs an unhappy diſpoſition to be fall. 
ing out with be knew not who ;' ſeeing, as I 
have. been credibly inform'd, be bas ſince de- 
clar d, in the preſence of an aſſembly, that he 
never bad talked with one that was otherwiſe 
minted; and I don't know that there has been 
any thing from the "preſs relating to this con- 
_troverſy fince ſeventeen hundred and ſeven. 
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The Introduction. 


' Seeing what was done reflected diſhonour up- 


upon 1 now living; and ſounded an alarm 
to call out people to enquire and ſee where thoſe 
filly churches are wb have held, and do bold, 
that notion-that it attended with ſuch de pe- 
rate conſequences I thought it no ways incon- 
fitent with my duty, or diſagreeable to the 
law f love, to inform thoſe) whom God has 
under my care, what hind of faith it is, 
which 1s the duty of unconverted finners, by 
the law; and what that faith is, whith is the 
gift of God, by the covenant of grace: Which 
was done in an evening exerciſe, without ſo 
. much as once mentioning either the author or 
work that moved me to do it; not ſuppoſing 
that ſucb à liberty could have offended any of 
the generation of the righteous, much leſs have 
moved to wrath and bitterneſs one who ſhould 
not be ſoon angry, but in meekneſs inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, &c. However, 
a great deal of uncomely warmth was produced, 
and brought 40% to the birth, the , 
1 have 2 to do with, _ 
It were to be wiſhed that men, and e 
ally thoſe who profeſs the fear of God, 2 
before they take up arms, confider well the na- 
ture of te which they contend for ; alſo the 


ſtation and character of thoſe they contend 
with, leſt haply they be found overchargi 57 


matters of opinion, wherein the godly baue di 
Jn, hos Jal foul upon the len % the 
| Z ng — 
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diebe, 63. if cbey were enemies 10 God to 
che perſonal itiur of their, beetbren, and dif- A 
credit of. glorioui cauſe. = 
It ought. to be aber d. that, the guePion i Is 4 
aither abou. the eee, ar. perfection in f 
255 the. pokes gr. —_ CM Goof; 22 


t of anregeuer dtex; 1067 25 er 45 
lab they Have no pater to \ aer Jae linatgor 
tu attempt. A. queſtion , ul 2 nay Never 
tink of who\go.to beauen. ee diſputations 
Joan Newer COME... ** * 

-\Have not eminent. lights in the. rt 


6 d entertain d ee Sentements 
many points in divinity * Some, uy 
8 people out. of the pure maſs, 4 
that be Choſe them as conſider ; a th * 
And bad it not been diſputed for à long time, 
zohether the - juflefication of God's elect be be- 
fare, ar at. believing? And. much contention 
about the place of faith therein? The, order of MY - 
Cad House, He po ⅛rer of the Leys, and to om 
Eommitted, ) and many ether fonts, have "eee 
conſtantly agitated ; Tea, in what. beve the 
godly of gil denominations and ts agreed in, 
eren this; By grace are ye ſaved ?. 
Wo, ſhatld all theſe niſe up one ogain 
Another dvith che our of dangeraus, 9 
<voitperrors, Jauld every one Fake \bis fe 
Tee 


wh FW 


The Introduction. 
unt by the-thriat, and coft out. his nome. 
3 as vile on the account - of drfferent opinions, 
what confuffon ſhould we ſoon v involved in ! 
ite private ſentiments among . 

tribe from the beart the e or pet 
fant -reformers, and cordially embrac 
nude à teſt of ort bodoxy, — e to pre 
height ſome men ſeem to be leading to, it would, 
1 Fr: ſoon be as perilous living in Great 
Britain, ab in ſome orber\ countries. = 


Cruel anger is unbecoming a Cbribian. 
Feb is 4 weapon in the cauſe of God > 
The truth flands in no need of it; and charis 


were it thruſt into ber bund, would caff 
it to tbe ground. By phblick writings, and 
letters ſont up and down among 
(to omit what's from the pulpi 
bluſh to name) which bave à te 
fear are done with an unkind defign 
and A 8 and diſple 


t, one would 
and I 
to baget 
afſure in the leſs 
make 2 — ns 2 and 


way * — a 1 of the Goſpel of peace. 
I he. Bop the caſe flandi with reſpett 4 
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beayd. 


Juan per ted did un ejudiced, hong 
bearted. 2 ; oder ef 2 
act in this emmroverſ, they world not be 75 


fended. Ve ate not aggreſſors; ut are nul 
errors: Bur unotber aſſerts, That i 4s the 
fy of ad, tn Anners, not only te 9 

7 | 
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Prue 


the churches, 


1 Wen Fellouſhips of of the 2 25 it a prattice no 


theſe gs, even, bfirongers in Jeruſatem bave 


Dee 
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| (which We conflantly affirm) but alſo to be- 


The Introductien 
the Goſpel," to believe Chriſt and bis minifters, 


lieve in Chriſt; by which be muſt mean to 
poſſeſs Chriſt for themſelves,.'or | believe Chriſt 
to he theirs whilſt in unregeneracy, or elſe; I 


conceive, the diſtinction to. be without die- 


rence; from this we witb. bold our aſſent till 
proof is made; and they. that do otherwiſe, 
only ſee. with another's eyes, and pin their 
faith upon the fleeve of. a fellow. worm. 

Tet me defire the gracious ſoul, which is 
acted by a ſpirit of love, courteouſly to confider 
the caſe, and do nothing. by partiality, becauſe 
their Lord is no reſpecter of perſans.. - Anſwer. 
faberly, Is there not a cauſe? The. author 
knew my judgment in this. many years ago, 
and I bis; he had his own way f thinking 
and ſpeaking, without ' the leaſt interruption, 
and might have had it without offence to me, 
if that would have ſufficed.-.. He, might have 
commanded the dead to live, the dead in tres 
paſſes and ſins, to ſtretch. forth the witber d 
flump; and have juſtified it by the uiſon of the 


dry bones, as-a certain per ſan has of late in. 


off for our parts, Therefore propheſy and 
PE Rv 


advertentiy done, 2 1g Book. xxxvii. at. 


the beginning, to the firſt quickening of dead 
finners, manifeſtly contrary #0 the defign of \the 


Holy Gboſt, yer. 11, 12. Then ſaid he unto 


me, ſon of man, theſe bones are the whole 


bouſe of JTfrael: | Behold, they fay, our 


bones are dried, our hope is loſt, we are cut 


lay 
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nold, O my people, I will * your graves, 
Wand cauſe you to come out of pou r graves, 


and bring you into the land of Mrael. 7 bis 
was done to revive the hope of v7 people, 
2 concerning their return from the land of their. 
He. 


captivity, and not to beget life in dead ſin- 
/e, — However, be might 2 uſed bis li- 
berty to his dying day without ſiumbling me. 
But as if. God bad given bim domi nion over 
the underſtandings of others, © to ſuppoſe 
«the contrary. (/ays be) is to ſtrike at the 
«root of the eternal moral lawof God, &c ||.” 
6 — He calls it a whimſical notion, ſta- 
10 ring folly, a dangerous pernicious error, 
« a pernicious principle, a barbarous anti- 
« ſcriptural opinion, to the laſt degree dan- 
«. gerous'z a doctrine of darkneſs, directly 
40 againſt the dominion of God that tends 
to overturn the whole Bible, and root 
out all religion; and they who have re- 
ceived. it, Whatever they may profeſs, 
<« they cannot cordially love the Bible — 
And a much larger chain, which, however 
be may glory in it, St be no ornament to his 
neck. How do theſe adorn. the lips which are 
ſaid to be at a thread of ſcarlet? What grace 
do they minifter to the hearer? Is it not un- 


Pleaſant reading of regroup which wn 


1M Modeſt Anf. 3 p. 27, 2 

to Mr. Eaton of , MS. 

Letter to Kimbolton, 95 NWA. 
—_— . e be 


i. fay unto them, thus ſaith the LORD, Bea 


2 be deſpiſed 


The Introduction. 
be managed ſo as to increaſe ligbt and i 
love, when every page is ſiain d with the i 
gall of vulgar ſpite? Befides, ' this bur- i 
den falls not only on the living, whom be 
Seems reſolved to cruſh, but upon many of 
 Chrifi's worthies, now in glory with bim; 
among whom is. that eminent light, Doctor 
Goodwin, who has declared himſelf to be of 
the ſame opinion we profeſs, Vol. II. F the 
creatures, and the condition of thetr eſtate by 
creation, p. 52, and bandles what relates to 
it, and amounts to a demonſtration of” it, in 
the IV th Vid, VI, and VII“ chapters of tbe 
fame book ; whoſe judgment I Jubſeribe to, 
and declare, J entertain no ſentiment diffe- 
rent from the Doctor in the rere n. 
70 the beſt of my knowledge. | 
The title this author gives bis nnn 
35, A modern Queſtion modeſtly an- 
ſwer'd.” þ This, no doubt, was done to caſt 
contempt on the ueſtion, and applaud the an- 
euer. The 5 may not be ſ modern” as 
be would have his readers think it to be : But 
if it was, pray, what is it the worſe? He 
would have us think his argument on the un- 
pardonable bla e is new ; 1s it therefore 
J don't think God has ſealed. 
up all revelation, and all knowledge, in this 
worthy aut bor; but that be will bring to light. 
glorious truths in his temple bere below, which 
far wiſer bearts than is bade not Xt, con- 
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2 Modeſtly anſwered.” Modeſtly indeed! 

be Bur ought we not to believe God rather than 

— an. But if ye have bitter envying, and 
be Wife in your hearts, glory not, and lye 
of not againſt the truth. This wiſdom de- 
; ſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, 

or" ſenſual, deviliſh. For where envying and 

of 8 firife is, there is confuſion and every evil 

be work, Jam. iii. 14, 15, 16. Where is this 

by Wl meekneſs and gentleneſs? Where is the ex- 

to Wl ample FA the believers in charity in ſpi- 1 Tim. 
in rit, which ſhould anſwer to the title and *: 
he WW adorn the work? Had it approved it ſelf 


% WW fo be à modeſt endeavour by love to ſerve 
e- W others, in meekneſs to 6, it might 
, ae been tbank. worthy a a labour of 
love. But the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteouſneſs of God. — 

His title page be graces with 'the words 
of the prophet,” To the law; and to the 
« reſtimony, J. viii. 20.” We defire to 
bring all to that teſt, and hope we ſhall find 
mercy to renounce what 1s not agreeable 
thereunto. But to pretend à regard to Rom. iy 
the law and to the teſtimony, whilſt we- 
walk in our own haughty angry ſpirits, © 
and neglet thoſe things wherewith we 
ſhould adorn the doctrines of God our Sa- 
viour, deſerves not the regard and imita- 
tion of others, but their pity. Therefore 
configering my ſelf in the body, I ſhall 
— take but little notice of what in his book 
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f has a tendency-t0 22 prevobe 51 things 

of that nature being  doom'd. to the flames 
i Cor. iii. in that. day, when wood, hs and-ſtubble 
12. ſhall be burnt; my enquiry. 
Eph. iv.7. * trutb — to 2 bility. Ged has 
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aud, fut ber ox d-and brought to 1 
* iet gelt ora. Mit 52 19 ee 101 nogu N 
„eig 10 Bagel cli ou / We, 1 
een en ted by che au- 
mor ſtands thi 1989.70 
* es Whether: theeretnti God: 
AN does, by his Wotd, v make 
R che Bec of undon- 

. D292 214: verted finners; who heat the 


ipreach'd or publiſhed; to believe 
* 305 Fi? — (97093 02% QI 413; 10] 5 ft. + 

In the explanation he gives; be telle vs * 
It is not here aſked, Whether it be their 
1 REL. T * + K bY, | e 


Ws 4 * * 
} — 14 % . . 
+ p — 1 
1 A. 1 


2 . 


„ to the report, 


©. * 


« his faith, muſt ſay, Tha 


' are affirm, Sc. _ wy 


in the midſt of che golden candleſticks, as 


to the glory of Chriſt, to the eſtabliſhment 


2 0 C : F 


r | 
« (viz. une rted firiners) Goty to 8 


«Al thi en eee 
et wherher God dees, By his Word; 
e make it the duty of unconverted An- 
% ners, who hear the Goſpel preach'd or 
4 publiſh'd, not ogly to heliave Chri/t, but 
© 15 e it if And ” o_—_ 
n on, ſurely, Who lays. 
o afeftarion 6 of fi TEN, fincerely and 
« unfeignedly makes the Bible the rule of 
t God does, by 
« his Word, plainly and plentifylly make it 
« the duty of unconyerted finnegs, who bear 
the Goſpel, to believe i in 1 This 8 


At the firſt onſet, 3 s an LE —— 
upon his antagoniſts; affectation of ſingula- 
rity ; infincere, and but a feigned pretence 
of making the Bible the rule of their faith; 
which, whether he deſigned it or no, falls 
upon ſome ſtars of the firſt magnitude, Who 
have ſhined- in the hand of him that walks 
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Dr. Goodwin, Dr. Ridgley, add others: bur 
as this is no part of his argument, nor tends 


and comfort of godly. and honeſt minds; 
(which are his profeſſed aim) ĩt might, with - 
out breach of the. Laws of love and civility, 
have been conveniently r I ſhall there- 
. POS ie 1 25 bs fn; 45 * an! 101 
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furtber Enquiry after Truth. 

We ought; in the fir N ſee that 
this terms Fo: the queſtion are fimple and 
dear, or that we Ander gang them ue ; 
otherwiſe we may raiſe a diſpute where there 
is no difference; which is often tlie caſe, 2 
through ambiguity of words, and irregular 
zeal in difputants. -- "ey 
This worthy author, „Aeeing the ect. | 
| goes about to ex- 


verſy hinges on belicving, 
plain thut term and no other ; and by limit- 
oſpel, 


ing the duty to thoſe who hear the 
ſuggeſts, That a revelation of Chriſt is ne- 
cellary befote the law takes place Hete ; and 
brings a demand upom the fallen ſons and 
daughters of Adam to believe in nf in 
vrhich we : yer, inaſmuch as he has not - 
been pleaſed to tell us what Kind of faith he 
means in any of choſe ſeriptural phraſes, 
(as, Like” preciout faith Faith of” God lere i. 
electr. Faith of the oper ation o God) which C 1: 
denote it to be that faith which is peculiar © Ms 
to thoſe whom God had appointed unto ſal- A Ai. 
vation 3 but in a” term, that roy may 48. 
admit of diſputation ; 1 tha declare, as 
plamnly as 1 Lon, what faith it is that 1 
wean j anck diſcover, 48 far as'T am capable, 
what faith this auchor means, that we ma 
have the plain and juſt ſtate of the queſtion; F149 
nd:chet-enquire, whether the Word, and 
reaching of the Goſpel,” make ſuch a reve- 
lation vf Ohriſt to all chat hear it; us makes. 1 
t the duty of all to believe wich that n 
ich fall appear to g the * „ +. __ 


* I 
* 


It. is not neceſſary to go about to make a 
n. of faith into its ſeveral kinds, 
-whetein, 1 might follow choſe. who have 
gone before z bat, as ſufficient to my pre- 
ſent purpole, ſhall; obſerve, that chere is a 
natural, common, or hiſtorical faith and a 
ſupernatural and ſpecial faith: both. heh 
I find in the ſeripture. 


and 1 call, it common, bee 
haye it who, 
. W 
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X farther Enquiry after Truth. 


By natural and .comman, faich, 1 mean 
ſuch a faith as is attained in the natural and 
er way of out knowing and believing ; 
cauſe' men may 
riſh, or whilſt in uoregene- 
ag thoſe who are ſaved. by 


2 Pet i. grace, 8 again; Simon Magus as 


e 


.. Well as Peten: Then Simon amel believed 


alfa; and. devils. are; ſaid: to believe. alſo, and 


en i. tremble. And this faith hath for its object 


a9: 


to believe whatever. God would hint to it, 


ing angels in that reſpect, I am not able 


even now, under the fall, there's an aptneſ 


e ee which is equally evident to all who 
BEE have the ſame natural and external 27 60 
Katt: tage and opere of knowing node 


2 . * * ien ing. 18 M0 . 91 * 2 | 43. 5 


Hoy apt our nature was, as ic wo pure 
"and unbeclouded out of its Creator's: hand, 


by any way or means God was: pleaſed te 
make uſe of, to make his mind knoyn unte 
his creatute, and how it may be with ſtand 


being a fallen creatufe, to declare: bu 
and ability in a reaſonable Creature, to kno) 


and. believe . any, 8 ai 
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4 Ie dap 4 2 Tra... 
and aſſiſtanoe. As you 'canhot ſet” before 
the eye of a man a point 'ahd a line, but 
che mind immediately coneeives a diffe- 
rence; it knows that its whole is more 
than a part; nor can any thing be related, 
as dons in the Indies, but ie preſently judges 
the relation true or falls; and approves or 
diſapproves of the thing. Tbus to teceĩve 
a teſtimony human or divine; may be cal 
led human or divine common faith, accord- 
ing to the teſtimony it receives, and yields 
aſſent unto: and that it is the duty of fal- 
len man, even in unregenetacy, ſo to be- 
lieve every teſtimony and deelaration God 
makes of himſelf, works and ways, either 
by preaching or the written word; is not ] 
1 'dy this faich having been in our firſt * 
parents it its perfection : and yet, it will not, | 
1 preſume,” be affirm'd; that our firſt pa- | 
rents; before the fall, partook of that fer- 
nal life which God gave unto his elect in Tix. i.; 
Chriſt, and Which every called veſſel of John lil. 5 
mercy is made partaker of This com * 
faith therefore, is not in veſtion. "OJ 

By ſupernatural and fpecial'faich I mean, 
That faith which none éver had, or Was 4 
ever poſſible for any to have, but thoſe who . 
were from the beginning choſon to fabvation, = 2 * 
through Janificarion of #he ſpirit, and be- 2 
lief 'of ibe Trutb. There were ſome who OP CA 
believed: not becuſt they were not Chriſt's 26. 
ſheep : and others, of the ame lump, 


me fa to "be Gi by. Bac, throug NT 
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power to become the ſont of God, even to 


e Koguiry 1 Track, - 
wich: and that not of themſelves, ir is the 
guis of God, | And this I call ſuper natural. 
() Becauſe it is not attainable by meer 
nature or reaſon. (2 ) Nor in the ordinary 
way of our knowing and believing : Nei- 
„ (3.) Are its objects thaſe things, that 
are equally evident to all who bate the 
ſame latitude of mind, and the . ee 
ward advantage and opportunity. | 
1. It is not attain'd by meer nature. Bur | 
as nam as received bim, ta them gave be 


5 gd on 15 25 of th 15. 
rn, not Nor Of ft ” of # ol 
nor f man, but of God. þ 15 
2. Nor in an ordigary wey of knowiog 
* believing. For God u W 
be lixbt to ſhine out ef dar kneſi, hasb ſbined 
in our hearts, ro G1vRi tbe light. of tbe. 
3 the glory 1 in ae of 
. Feſt Cbri 

Far ye ſee yours calling. brethren, bor that 
nat mam wiſe men after the fleſh, not many: 
olle are CALLED=': But 
Ga heath cbeſen the feoliſh thing. of this 
world to confound the w. Had this Know- 
lodge and faith been attainable in the ordi - 
nary way, doubtleſs the wiſe; and learned 
had gained the kingdom, and babes and 
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ſucklinga had been dt out. But on the 
_..othierictiand,;: a8 O 


aid, perſonating the 
1 this world, 4 1 be unlearned ariſe 
and take _ - whilſt we go cunpingly 

« « th bel 0 A ww 3. Nei-: | 


A further Enquiry after Truth. | 
3. Neither are the things it converſes 
with, and acts _ alike evident to all, 
nor even to the ſame perſon at all times; 
though they Noe: the ſame latitude of 
mind, and the ſame opportunity. But as it 
is written, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 1 Cor. il, 
neither baue enter d into the beart of man the% 114. 
| things which God hath prepared for them: | 
ug tht love bim. Now we'bave received, not 
be tbe ſpirit of 'the world, but the Spirit which - 3 
'o / God; that we might know the things. 
„ hich are freely given us of God. "But 
„ [2 natural man receiueth not the things of 
e Spirit of God; far "they are fooliſhneſs 
to him : neither can be know them, beaauſe 
they are Jpiritaally diſcerned. But they bad Gal, 7.250 
beard on, That be which perſecuted us in 
times paſt, 2 preached the faith which be 
orice deftroye 4 This difference aroſe not 
from the eder which was alike in the 
fall, and of it ſelf; nor from the Goſpel, 
which, Hike its ſubject, Chriſt, is The ſame 
N yeſterday, 1 day, and for ever: but from 
** ſovereign e ſation of God; When it Ou. Y 
pleaſed Go 3 me from my mo- 5. 
2 Wo ; and called b bis grace. to reveal 
bis {on 72 in me," iy. 
men aſſume what ale. of aſſurance bey 
pleaſe ; to deny the diſtinctlon of faith, 1s 
either, firſt; to deny that they who are faid 
to believe as" Siman Magut; Then Simon A. vil 
bimſe a Lad reved alſe ; and the may (whom **' 3 9 
* in * at ma as 
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| contradict. the Word of God; Orc: conſe- 
quently they are all gone to heaveb, having 
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Col. i. 12. work upon the ſoul, to 5 it meet ro 


xh lle; Ze are ſaued hy grace, tbreugb faith; 
firſt kind of faith is bot a falſe faith, and 


aith may be ſaid to be true, ot, falſe,-as 
that which we believe is true or falſe. Bac 
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at all; which is not to expound; but to 


that faith which alrays acrompanies * 


Or elſe to deny the diſtin&ion, is. tq 
deny. the neceſſity of any ſupernatural 


rtake of the\ inheritance: of ibe ſaints in 
4217. GN, toidepy tbe.» necefiicy. of rer 
generation; or it muſt place regeneration 
in the power of nature, and make our 
ſalvation as to the application of it to be of 
natute, not of grace, conttaty to the Apo- 


an that mor. A aun fel ues t it, Cle giſt of 


dl. *\ Wan W rann 


201t is ptobable anne ma objec, that the 


thegetcre. no faitMatall. ; i + % ba 
To which. I anſwer /.'The affertion 1 
falle); and ; therefore no gbjeRtion.car.}all. 
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to believe that Meſſat is come; eo believe 
that he died for ſinners, the juſt. for the un⸗ 


just, that he night bring unt God; to be- 


lie ve that he:xo again from the dead; thay 
be aſcended.pp to heaven, and ſat don up- 

a of God, which is com- 
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Apoſtle ae ip Javed me, and gave hin: Gal. * 
Juke or me; or, Thomas's, M ly Lord. and ma. 
though not of che ſame ki 1 88. 
f 1 that this worthy author means the 
ſame faith which 1 call el ſupernatural 
ction. 44 Vacoriver ried, fins, 


faith, ap appears from, 34 4 
1. His, diſtin 
. ners (ſaich he) are not only to believe 

« /Chriſt,, but to believe in Chriſt not on- 
1 ly yield aſſent to the report, and grant all 
« oh; is ſaid in the Goſpel is true (thereby, 
intimating, that he knows that thoſe he 
oppoſes allow chat). e but to believe in 
« Chrift.” hereby if he does not mean 
to believe with that faith which _ out 
af union tg Chriſt, which the phraſe, in Eph. i. 4 
Cbriſt neren 8 by which it Tn Kno r- 
ledge of, munion wich God in 
Gn Ss 0 t it had, or was capable 
there is no juſtice in 
a Sgt rs mean 
— 75 fine thing. . And the 85 "= 
is uſed, and ſo 40 by 1 Vol. I, A 
Page 128. bo believe (faith he) is one 
<< thing,” to belieye in is another : and i it 
d contains in 0 ole or actions of 3 
i believer. REL W 2. To 


put cruſt 1. 
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4 Bad; ure Rim have all his 


* fol wers, who ſerve Chrift for the loaves. 
al ame, under the power of 
« ekt hiſtorical ae ar rtive' at a com- 
y + . mendabje' e of outward ciylity'and 


is with chat faith 
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71 what Kind of 1 ines 
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God's elecr; chat which Is the beginning o 


1 God in Chriſt is 
inſepar 2 e e words of 
this ahh auther, „ That faith ich always ac- 
in 455 pages falvation, and is it ſelf a ſpe- 


<har che queſtion is not fimply, 
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ed finniers, 'who bear the. preached 

publichld te belieys 2 "Bar, whether it be 
5 duty of *uhcanve et finners” to {have 
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farther Enquiry SW 
f Tho author having the affirmative, it 1 1 
eth on him to prove, and order gere, 
at preſent, only that I give my anfwer to 3 
what be has produced to fl his one. "Ss - 
tion z but to reſtify my averſion to lit] "a1 
tion and ſtrife, which; pollibly, might 
prolonged thereby, and the reader kept ſtill 
in the dark, as to our juſt ſentiment; I ſhall 
take the affirmative, and offer the reaſons 
af judgment to the ſober enquirer, for his 
approbarion, or friendly reproof.. Let DG, 
righteous _ me, it ſhall be a kindneſi ;* 
and let me, it ſhall be an ex- 5 
a oil wi all not 22 . 
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01 bay GE and Comprehenſion 06s the 5 " 
| The notion oppo 2d makes condemnatian ta. 


come upon the non- elect, for not believing | 8 
with that faith which 15 called {a we /- 1.1006 of 
Pitt 5280 K. * es, "Olin: 1 F 
_ anfeper” d. 1 


Shall . e e my alf SOL 1 
cetning faich, and declare dur jud gg. 
ment touching the extent and cothprehen.- %. 
lon of the Jaw, wherein we Rand. in R 
peached. lor 
| Having" before ene whit Faich w. 
E aca POE * 'Tpecial- N 
gh *, any 
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ver. 12. He that bath the: 
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12 'A further Enquiry: gh Tauch. 
N faith ; it muſt here he obſerued, That faith, 
as an act, is a believing upon an in wwroughit 
ee a perſuaſion upon inward know- 
ge, being led by the ſplrit into the truth. 
Aud though 1 do not ſay it is a knowing 
more than the word deelares; yet it is ſuch 
an in ward knowledge which no man ever 
could attain by all the dedlarations of the 
Word only. And upon, 2 fol- 
| lows the reliance, that recumbency which 

John.yi.- Peter 8 worgh ſugg zeſt * 1⁰ nobel! 


68. 
Phal. bx. 


vi. 
Gp vi. led 
13. 


10. 
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1 John v. Wherefore, be he that believeth_on. 


10. God hath the witneſs in himſelf z God gi- 
ving this teſtimog of that Chriſt is his. 
on 22550 Life. 2 as 
faith, hope and love, thou t ve but 
xCor, xiii one «one principle, are faid to. 55 be. three, Gn: 
2 3% 2 the diverſity, of ONES, jo or according 
5 0 : rel pective difference the object the 
Eph. i. cls acts upon: as 2 the ING of. the 
466 18, — andin ng being enlighten'd by the 4 
5 ther of Glory, the ſoul views Ghrilt,\ 
2 the truth of God's falyarion as it. 18 in 


2 * x Pet. ii. Jeſus 3 this vje y may he called faith. When 


„ the foul from begun 2, 


„ according 0 the | 
nature; af he. thing. and promiſe of Gad, 
- defires and expects the fruition — enioy⸗ 
ment of TR 7 neſs at 4 diſtande, that 
. ns e Falls 1 hen Tg 
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lights in, and ſo embraces that which it ſees Heb. xi. 

and believes, iti is love In all which (visz;) 3: 

Faith, Hope and Love, there is à real enjoy- 

ment, and -preſent! poſſeſſing of the- obſect. 

Nou faith is the; fubftance of things hoped Heb. xi. 17 

ver for, and the evidence of things not ſeen. 80 if | 

the we will keep up a juſt diſtinction founded 

on the Ward of God; by faith in general, un- a 

derſtand a believing of a report or :tefttmony ; 1 John vf 

and here by ſpectal faith, or believing in e 

Cbriſt, underſtand a poſſeſfing of 'Chriſt ; job in: 
an inward appropriating of Chriſt. 235. 

But if it be ſaid, Fhis appropriating act 

is not the loweſt act of faith, and that there 

is a lower act of faith, which does not ap- 

propriate. Chriſt; I anſwer, It is a query 

with. me, whether there be any act of ſpe- 

cĩal faith that hath not the nature of appro- 
ptiation: in it; and fore; I am there is none, „ 

Where: there is not a right. And further, 
I muſt enquire ; Is it faith at all to believes 
wich apptopriation, that the Lord who bat gn 
* unto me, is mine? Was it faith in G 
Thomas,” that ſaid, My Lord, and: my God 85 "ol 
And in Fob, I knowi that my: Rideemer- li. Ian 2 

vetb?. If it begranted, as I think ii will hard- fob xix. / 

ly be deny!d; or yet doubted; let this worthy . 

author aſſign a reaſon why it is the duty $ 

poor ungonvyerted ſinners to believe, with 
one degree of faith of the ſame kind, and 

not with another ? And laſtly ; Ifche: ſhall 

ſay it is not the duty of poor finners, Wo 

hear the Goſpel, to believe that Chriſt is 
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A further Enquiry after Truth. 
wein, Will not his own: opinion labour 
under the weights which, in his i 
tion, he hath rolled on qurs, 232; ** There 
to believe (Chrifiiis theirs) is will wor · 
21 ſhip; For who. bath-tequired ic « their 

* baude 7, 8-27 \d dV IR A 
Firſt, Touching the law of God, Ude 
danch maintain irs perfection. The moral 
law is perfect, chat is, jr contains 
* Bai. - ruleof duty for all God'sireafonable creatures, 
| angel a men. We do own and embrace 
the ſcriptutes as the only, full, and ſuffici - 
ent rule and directory in all the duties God 
requires of us in relation, condition 
and Ccircumitance in life,: and in the wore 
ſhip of God: the moral law, ot law: of na: 
rure, being that on Which che morality of 
all poſitive inſtitutions and laws is found 
end. Vet to aſſert that believers are under 
Rom. vi. the law, is to contradict the ſcriptures: r 
14 gre nat under the law, but under grace To 
, aſſett-believers are without law, is likewiſe 
1 Cor. ix. to contradict the ſcriptures; Being nat 
21- .- without: law. to Gad, hut in ) ebe. i 1 

ow ol - Cbrift,”. To remove the ſeeming difficuhy, 

. in reconciling theſe and the minds 
of ſome men to them, is what JI ſhall not 
undertake here: but conceive the law to 
be eſſential to a rational creature; if there 
be ſuch a creature, there muſt be ſuch a 
law: for NIP Creature, as - a a ereature/ owes 
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tion unto ſome; teator, 


Benefactor to a 135 therefore 0 atures 


6:0 
are under an | indiſputable. and 15 le 
ieee to love and eee bt 
going to I beaven make f it * fe 1 _ 
u ir. 100 2 be 
Secondiy, Every, « even the 
fon'of che law, or fefect in ran 
in deed, word or "Th 7 5 
nalty af the lay Py Os 8 
die. And chis e 2 th 
lam muſt be executed on the finger, (1 


ft 150 c 25 
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would preſs him as low as fallen 17 un- 
leſs, deliver d from: going down inio the pit Jobxxxiti, 
by that ranſom which God hach found, + . 


Without ſhedding 0 of... blood there is ng 84 — 
an, Even Gods own people, Who are | 
made partakers of cternal life, eh! Is 1 

Fi Son, have, fin in them, lo all , the 4 
do, whilſt in this body, even in theit m 3 
holy duties; the guilt whereof was borg 
by Chriſt when wounded for our tranſere) - Ifa. li, . 
2 and bruiſed for our iniquities; and the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon bim. He 1 
bare not only the iniquity of 40%, ab in the 
ſixth verſe, but all the iniquities of x & mas 
NY + .for whom: tbe 1 IS. ſaid ro Suffer, 5 and 10 be ver. 8,12. 1 
cut q out of | the land of the living nf 
this I conceive was fighified by the. E leſt's 
bearing | iniquities.. Wes it (vig. * ty 3 
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of g with the inſcription, HOLIN BESS 
A 0. l L ORD) ſpall be upon aron's 
7 that Aaron may bear ' tbe ini 
2 boly things which the children of fact 
ll bats þ 4% their holy gifts. a gu 
opi opinion of our uuthbr, 5 y neceſſat 
and 4 A ptabla bone GRALE, cakes WH 
= and condemnation to come upon the chidren 
olf diſobedience, for not belieyving in Clirilt; 
| not haying that faith Nb Which is a ſpecial Part 
of fulda In; which, 1 7 Fg abfordiey 
of railtlo not being. 788 grace, the 
cavſe'of ion 5 to 850 GE den 
countenance” fo chat Hhiftake Fac conceives 
1 Chriſt/ro have ſer our ſcote in Adam evett; 
1 and that no juſtice: Ada With men on 
=. e * 8 A * fins, Which hey may aten 
=_ "own "fark and re core 
we not as agreeable” oP truth to 
-— on- Assa the cauſl of 'damnith>. 
on, as to make, not having the ſpecial be- 


= 2 3 wi" author, in awning; That to belie 
1 in Chriſt is the een oe ſinner's duty 
2 16. affirms, «That their not believing in "bin 
(which could *not be without their 
nd hic) is their fin, and oaſegbeb A 
= © 4 caufe of condemnation: ** But, as What he 
—_— produced to ſupport his aſſertion carries 
in ic no thew of argument. ro convince 1 
Dy ag raking. ogy of it till 1 we” * 
p on $5 | | * 


1 +” nefits 'of * HleRtion-gtaze, the cauſe, I refer 
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* . Hen 4 „ 711 9 51 3. 18 U. od 


LEES - 


- > AA 


n 
c 


12 


2 


he 


— 


WT 


Eo 
a” 
am 


. 


* 
— 1 
D 


— 
N 


. f =. 
[ 


S 


the Apoſtle in the rei 


= 


- 


4 IO San be T * \ By 


fer'd "the reaſons. of my diſſent herein. 8 
And, ; * | 
| l. There no e in che foriprures 
for e nel ſinners to believe that Chriſt 
is theirs ; and therefore their not believing 
it cannot be the cauſe” of their condemna- 
tion By a Juſt law. Not being ſaved by bp 
grace, oy leaves the creature to petiſh in 
that condition he is plunged in by the falle 
He that believes not it condemned already. 
Although His not believing, and doing what 
was in his power to believe and do, and his 
not abſtaining from thoſe things which the 5 
natural conſc ience directed by the word,. 
muſt confeſs, are contrary to God; and will, 
in every inſtance, aggravate the guilr, and 
conſequently the wrath; yet, it cannot be 
deny d, but that men are born under wrath 
and condemnation, according to the inexq- Rom. vii. 
rable "ſentence" of the holy, -juſt and good jt n. 
law of God; becauſe born in fin, polluted * * 
from the womb; which is demonſtrated by. „ 
ibn and dominion of Rom. v. 
death, even over them who have not ſinned “ 
afteß che Umilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
(46) had no actual ſin in their own per- Leigh: 
ſonis It would be uncouth and ſtrange + 
for one to affirm of a pet ſon, capitally con- 
vice, that he is condemned becauſe the 
king will not pardon him: nor would it be 
leſs odd to ſay, That becauſe he will not 
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belices the King will not forgive him bis 


offener; — he * . whereas 
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- he was a dead man in law before he poſ- 
fibly could need a pardon. For whatever 
2 was neceſſary to have kept us from 
alling, and upheld us in our integrity; yet 

| there could be no need of pardoning mercy, 

Acts xiii. of a juſtification from all things from which 

39- ye could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes, 

Rom. iii. but by the fall And by that law every mouth 

19. is lopped, and all the world become guilty be- 

fore God. Juſtification of an innocent crea- 

ture, ſtood in God's approving of it in that 

ſtate wherein he had placed it, and was in 

the firſt covenant : but juſtification, which 

2 Cor. v. includes non- imputation of fin, and the 

92 impuration of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, is by 
| the covenant of grace, and requires no act 

or duty of the creature- to give it being, 
or compleat it. This cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be alter'd by any change the ereature 

bath paſſed through, without "inferring a 

change in the covenant; yea, in God him- 


| ſelf, whoſe immutability is ſaid to be the 
| Mal.iii.6, cauſe why the /n, f Jacob are not conſumed. 


We are all condemned by the law which we 
have broken. God hath not ſaved all by 
the covenant of grace; nor by the Goſpel 
propounded a dee for all upon conditi- 
ons: I do not therefore ſee reaſon to think 
that men are condemned for not believing 
in Chriſt according to che ſenſe of that term 
in the queſtion; nor yet, that it will be an 
_ aggravation of the guilt and puniſhment of 
thoſe that periſh, that a have not beli * 
85 8 
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choſen in him 4s. oj 
 I| humbly conceive, / to put the creature 
upon doing any thing for life, to procufe 
ace and pardon, agrees neither with the 
Tow nor the Goſpel, the covenant of grace 
nor of works. For the covenant of grace 


condition ; -and the law 'as a law, in reve- 
rence be it ſpoken, knows no conditions of 


be not "entangled with theſe difficulties, I 
ſhall leave to the conſideration of thoſe who 
are diſpoſed to deliberate the matter in the 
fear of God. But, SELLERS: 


Majeſty's priſons, and 'the king ſhould re- 


ent ground for them to believe the king 
had, or would pardon them? And when 
they come to die, according to courſe of 
law, would it not be amazingly ſtrange, 
to conclude they die for not believing the 


fer d death for open rebellion committed 


datdon. 
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ved in Chriſt, any more than their not being 


I will illuſtrate the argument by a ſimili- 
tude. Suppoſe twenty perſons under ſentence 
of death in Newgate, or any other of his 


I ppite their ſentence ; Would this be ſuffici- 


king would pardon them; or for not re- 
ying on his clemency for a pardon? where- 
as they were under condemnation, and ſuf- 


FX. 
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would not be a covenant of grace if it ad- Rom. xi. 
mitted che works of the creature by way ofs. 


peace and pardon. He will by no means clear Ex. xxxiv. 
the guilty, Whether the ſcheme I oppoſe 7- 


ipainſt him, before they ſtood in need f 


20 A. further Enquiry afrer Truth. 

Forther; Suppoſe the king had concei- 
Ted in his royal breaſt a favour for ſome, 
and had order'd; his gracious pleaſure to be 
proclaimed, that he would pardon ſome of 
them; Would it follow, that thoſe who 
were not in the act of grace ſhould die, or 
be held culpable for not being in the act of 
grace; which, whilſt unblameable, they 
needed not; and, when faulty, not in their 
power to be in it, it being the act of the ſove- 
reign to take whom he pleaſed into his fa- 


vour, not the act of the ſubject? Or, would 


they be further guilty for not believing they 
were not pardon d, whereas indeed. they 

were not? 
Now thus, the caſe ſtands with us fallen 
creatures. By the law all are under. ſen 
Rom. v. tence of death. Wherefore..as by one 7 
12,18. /n entered into the world, and death 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men; for hat 
all have finned + Therefore, as by. one offent! 
Judgment came upon all men io condemnation 
Rom. xi. For God hath concluded them all in unbe 
3 bref, &c. without reaſon for any one to con 
clude he is not under ſentence, and that h 
| ſhall not fall under the ſtroke, though God 
in his ſovereignty, ſuſpends the execution. 
Eph. ii. 4. But God hath conceived à gracious put 
Rom. xi. poſe towards ſome: Even ſo, then, at thi 
* preſent time alſo, there is a remnant accord 
ing to the elect ion of grace. And God pre 
N i. ceeds in calling according to it; bo bat 
ſaved us, and called us with an * * 
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not according to our works, but according to 
ei- ¶ bis on. Purpoſe and grace, which was given 
us in 221 Jeſus before the world began. 
He: hath/ alſo publiſhed and proclaim'd his 
pleaſure and purpoſe, and the means by 
which he will execute it: I will be gracious Ex. xxxiii. 
to whom I will be gracious, and 1 will fhew's 
mercy on whom I will ſhew mercy : and this 
grace and mercy flows down upon its objects 
through Chriſt ; in whom we have redemption Eph. i. 7. 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, accord- 
ing to the riches of his (viz. the Father's) 
grace. And this comes not as purchaſe, but 
gift; not as bought, but conveyed: it ariſes 
and flows from irs firſt, its higheſt ſpring, 
according to the riches of his grace : For the 
Father himſelf ſaid, Our Lord loveth you, 
Oh] this is pleaſant muſic,” this is glad ti- 
dings, a joyful ſound} ſweeter than the 
honey and the honey comb to the ſoul thar 
ſees its need of it; being by che ſpiric of 
life ſecretly quicken'd, graciouſly enlighten- 
ed, and its ear open'd to diſcern the joyful 
ſound. But this is not a ſufficient ground 
for unconverted ſinners to believe that Chriſt 
is theirs, or that this grace and mercy is 
beſtowed upon them. For here's no gene- 
ral promiſe, no general declaration that 
God will be gracious to all, and nothing 
ſnort of ſuch a/ promiſe or declaration of 
God's deſign to ſave all, can be a ſufficient 
ground for-all to believe their intereſt in 
God's ſalvation, 
e C 3 | Nor 
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Nor yet is a bare declaration a ground for 
any to believe more than the report, which 
is all the creature hath whilſt in unregene- 
racy. Even God's ſecret choice, who have 


Col. il. 3.2 life hid with Chriſt in God, are not cul- 


pable for not believing upon the meet de- 
claration. For if the declaration alone (by 


which I mean the outward report of the Gok 

1, without an internal revelation) made 
it the duty of any, it would make it the duty 
of all, the declaration being alike to all that 
come under the found of it; and ſo the 


Rom.xi.7. reh, who have no ſecret covenant intereſt 


John viii. 
41. 


P. 22. 


in the Lord, ſhould be bound by the decla- 
ration, to believe that which is falſe; and 
conſequently Judas, and the reprobate 


Jeus, to whom our Lord ſaid, 17 are of 


your father the devil, ſuffer. the wrath of 
almighty God for 90k belicviog chat which 
was not. 

Admit what this worthy author ann in 
his anſwer to the objection of particular re- 
demption : There's no body that hears 
* the Goſpel preached, can juſtly ſay, 


_ «© Chriſt did not die for him; it would be 


<« a great fin in any one to ſay fo,” (i. e) it 


would be his fin. to ſay it, becauſe he does 


not know it. It follows, by the ſame juſt 
. way of reaſoning, that ſeeing, upon a bare 
declaration, no body can juſtly ſay Chriſt 


did die for him; it would be a lia in * 


one to ſay ſo. 
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A further Enquiry after Truth. 23 
Whatever God hath declared to the chil- 
dren of men concerning himſelf, or con- 
cerning the works of his hands, that they 
are bound to believe. He that believeth nat 1 John v. 
God, hath' made bim a lyar. To believe“ 
more than is written and declared, is to 
make God ſpeak, when he is pleaſed to keep 
filence. But to believe what God hath de- 
clared is not, is to bear falſe witneſs againſt | 
God. Now God hath declared, that ho- John iii. 
be ver believeth ſhall be ſaved : but he hath **: 
not declared, that all that hear the Goſpel 
ſhall be ſaved ; yea, he hath declared, n <0 
there are of them that hear the Goſpel that 
ſhall not be ſaved : there are, among them John x. 
that hear the Goſpel, ſome that are lo, 2% . 
that periſh. Therefore it is not the duty of; 
all that hear the Goſpel, to believe, with Chap. ii. 
an appropriating faith, that Chriſt is theirs, 5 
or more than Chriſt hath ſaid, more than 
the report. hen: en 
That which God hath appointed to be the 
token and ſpecial evidence of an intereſt in 
Chriſt, that alone can be the ſufficient ground 
of the foul's believing its intereſt; but the 
outward declaration is not that evidence, 
that being made as well to them that have 
no ſpecial intereſt as to them that have. 
What is faith but a well grounded per- Heb. xi. 
uafion and what is preſumption but als. 
groundleſi faith ? Nou ſay (ſaid our Lord to 
che Fews) he is your God : yet ye have not Jchn viũ. 
2 known. bim; zu I know bim: and if 157% 55. 
| . ſhould 


% 


24 A further Enquiry after Truth. 
ſhould ſay, I know bim not, I ſhould be a 
lyar lite unto yu. And though I do not 
ſay, this notion makes a virtue of a vice, I 
cannot bur think it countenances the blind 
_ preſumption that is in the world. Indeed 
Chriſt's ſacrifice for finners is precious meat 
i Tim. i. to an hungry ſoul : I ig 4 faithful "ſaying, 
15. and worthy of all acceptation, that Cbriſt 
Jeſus came into the "world to fave finners. 
Vet it ought to be obſerved, that this pro- 
poſition muſt be taken in a particular ſenſe; 
that 1s, that Chriſt died for ſome ſinners, 
Matt. xx. not for all; and gave his life a ranſom for 
„ But this notion males it the duty 
Med. Au, of all to eat the bread of life, and drink 
5. „ that wine; which is drink indeed: which 
muſt ſuppoſe a right, which it cannot be 
proved all who hear the 9 have 5 Yea, 

* the contrary is evident. 
Ih bis ſuits the taſte, or rithen 15 want of 
* ws in the multitude: it tells them it is 
their duty to believe in Chriſt; though in 
unregeneracy, not having paſſed under 2 
change (for the queſtion refers to that ſtate 
only) and ſuggeſts that they have a right. 
For it will not be eaſy to defend the notion 
of duty to poſſeſs a bleſſing and privilege 
but . the foundation of right. The 
think they have a right, and debe not but 
they do the duty too; becauſe they believe 
in God the Father, and in Jeſus Chriſt, ac 
F. 22: cording to © thoſe precious and extenſive 
er 64 We | nd as _ are called: as if the! 
AP "4 preci 


A. further Enquiry after Truth. 25 
preciouſneſs lay in the extenſiveneſs of the 
terms, pig. „ Ibo gave bimſelf @-ranfom ! Tim. ii. 
« for all, to be teftified'in due time. That be$;. . 9 
« by the grace of God ſhould taſte death for 
« every one. And be is the propitiation fer: John ii. 
te our fins ; and not for ours only, but alſo for 
«.-the fins f the whole world.” Thus they 
are commanded to believe, and thus they 
believe, and think all's well; and without 
diſtinguiſhing, they are left to think ſo. 
This is the couch on which Moon bath been Jer xlviii. 
at. * from bis yout b. | 
By the way, 1 deſire it may be obſerved, / 
we are not againſt ſelf· examination, with 
reſpect either to actions or ſtate, though it 
is ſuggeſted we are: no wonder per- Med. An. 
« ſons entangled with this notion, ſhould? 28. 
look ſo indifferent upon the duty the 
Lord calls them to: Examine your ſelves | 
« whether you be in the faith.” But what 
room does this notion leave for examina- 
tion, which makes it the duty and privi- 
lege of all, promiſcuouſly, to believe in 
Chriſt, and feed: upon the. bread of life? 
We maintain, That it is not the right of all 
to have Chriſt; and therefore men ought to 
examine and ſee whether they have a right, 
whether their title be good. To as many as r 
received bim, to them gave be * power to be- 17, _ . 
come the ſans of Gad. But the notion I op-. 
poſe makes it the right of all; therefore 
none need enquire further. . ; 5 


30 R Objeftion 


26 


ohn 
| 16. * 


=” 


kings, and the only and alone Saviour be- 


ſeeing they were not faved ? 
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© Obje#ion'r\"As in beredltary ki lngdoms) 


* re, VP pon the death of the king the next 


Chriſt, as a Saviour, all are bound to believe 


in him 
Anſiv. It is the duty of all to believe the 


report, and acknowledge him as King of 


cauſe God hath declared him to be ſo; But 
there is not the ſame reaſon for all who hear 
the proclamation of the Goſpel, to believe 
Chriſt is their Saviour, as upon the procla- 
mation of a king, for every ſubje& to''ac- 
knowledge the king proclaimed to be theit 
king. For he who is proclaimed king, is 
over all his people; but he that is proeclaim- 
ed a Saviour, is not the everlaſting Saviour 
of all that hear the Goſpel. It would have 
been an evil in any of the people of Great. 
Britain, upon the proelamation of king 
George, not to have acknowledged him; there 
being the relation of king and ſubject between 


them. But What virtue would it have been 
in Judas, and the reprobate Fews, to have 
believed Chriſt was their Redeemer, that he 
loved them, and gave himſelf for them: 
- Whereas chere was no ſuch relation, as our 
Lord declared; It are not my ſheep? And 


what credit would it have dern to the Goſpel, 
Objection 


ſucceeds, upon the proclamatio 
of the new king the ſubjects are all bound to 
pay allegiance: ſo upon the proclamation of 


A further Enquiry after Truth. 25 


Ob jection 2. But though there ate no ge- 

neral promiſes to build upon, there are inde- 

finite promiſes to build upon; and ſeeing 

no man can ſay juſtly he is not intended in 

them, he ought not to exclude. himſelf ; 

but is bound, under pain of damnation, to 

believe. He that believes not ſhall be z avi. 

damned. | > 45,5 16. 

I ſhall take notice of three things here ; 

e (1.) There are, ſays the Objefor, in- 

“ definite promiſes. (.) No man knows 

“ that he is not in the promiſe, therefore 

* ought not to exclude himſelf. Therefore, 

* (3.) All are bound under pain of damna- 

“ tion to believe.” To which I anſwer, 

1. There are promiſes and declarations 

made to and concerning Chriſt, whereby _ 

God gives us ſome knowledge of the tranſ- 

actions of that covenant he hath made with 

his choſen, and the certainty of their fal- 

vation thereby: as, I the Lord bave called im. xlii. 

thee in righteouſneſs, and will bold thines. 7. 

band, and will keep thee, and give thee for 

a covenant of the people, for à light of the 

Gentiles : To, open blind eyes, &c. And thy ral. cx. 3 

people ſhall be willing in the day of thy 

power. | | 

2. There are alſo declarations and pro- 

miſes made to the called of Jeſus Chriſt, 

which concern, and are ſuited to convey, 

hat relief and ſuccour, they, as born again, 

ſtand in need of, and have a defire and ap- 
| petite 


/ 
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A furtber Enquiry after Truth. 
petite for: and theſe are made to, and con- 
cerning them, under ſome peculiar chara- 
Qers, Which are the effects of the Spirit's 
work, in diſtinguiſhing them from others 

Rev. xxii. Who are not called: as willing; V 

* will, let bim take the water of life freely: 

As hungry and thirſtys which denotes a 

ſenſe of want, and is peculiar to the living. 

For as the dead cannot praiſe him; ſo the 

dead in ſins cannot thirſt after him; but as 

pet. i. z. the Apoſtle Peter faith, 1f Jo be je have 

taſted that the Lord is gracisus. To ſuch 

John vii. the Lord ſpake, 1f any man thirſt, let bim 

37 come unto me and drink: As weary and 

heavy laden, bowing down under the felt 

| weight of FJewiſß ſervices, or the felt 

— vi. weight of the body f death. And laſtly, 

Jokn iii, as ſeeing and belijenings God. fo: loved the 

16. world that be gave his only begotten ſong; that 

whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 

but have everlaſting-life!; [Theſe 1 ſuch 

like may be called ddefoitcs not having 

every or ſome, which denote univerſality 

or particularity, prefix d; yet are they to 

be taken in an univerſal ſenſe; that is, for 

Plal. cx. z. every one that is made willing for every 
one that hath taſted that the Lord is 

cious, and hence thirſts for the e 

milk of. the word: and ſo of the reſt, ' Now 

as the promiſe of life and ſalvation, in re- 

ſpect of men, is particular, intending ſome, 

but in reſpect of the choſen of God univer- 

Bal; io theſe and the like promiſes, with y 
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ſpect to the choſen of God, are particular; but 
to the called, univerſal and definite, being to 
them deſcriptive, having, as it were, their 


names and characters ſer upon them. And John x. 3. 


as ſuiced to them, and none but chem, are 
ſuperſcribed to them, and none but them. 
Suppoſe” a legacy given to the poor of ſuch 
a pariſh, or to the blind and lame of ſuch a 
city, could the rich, and thoſe that have 
ſight and ſoundneſs of limbs, judge them- 
ſelves entitled to it? To ſuppoſe God pro- 
miſes life and falvation, or offers life and 


ſalvation to more than he deſigns to fave and 


bring to Glory, whatever ſhew of kindneſs 
men may make of ir, they do thereby a foul 
diſhonour to the God of truth. | 

2. No man knows that he is not intend- 
* ed, and ought not to exclude himſelf.” 
This, I conceive, argues not to the Pur- 
poſe for which it was deſigned; for the que- 
ſtion is not, Whether men ought to believe 
that God [will not) ſave them by his grace, 
but whether he will; whether Chriſt be 
theirs; but in this there is nothing directed 
that way. Iwill make it plain. The ob- 
jector does not know that king George will 
not adopt him, or call him to court, and 
make him to ſtand in his preſence, and can- 
not certainly conclude he will not; but here's 
no ground for him to perſuade himſelf the 
king will confer theſe favours on him. 
Hut if it be further urged, it was the Fa- 
ther's defign in giving Chriſt, and Chriſt's 
8.50 | | deſign 
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1 Tim. 
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the deſign of God ſhall not take effect, and 
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A further Enquiry after Truth. 
deſign in giving himſelf to ſave ſinners; 
And it is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
FRET, that Chriſt Feſus came into the 
world to ſave finners; and therefore as we do 
not know who in our aſſemblies, it may be 
this or that poor profligate ſinner, or it may 
be all, we ought to tell them it is their du» 


ty to believe. 


Anſw, It is a ſweet truth, chat it was the 
deſign of the Father, and of Chriſt, to ſave 
finners by his death; but to ſuppoſe: that 


ſave all that he had deſigned to fave, infers 
either want of power or change of purpoſe; 
both which are highly diſhonourable to God. 
That Chriſt came to ſave ſinners, and why 
not this or that, or the other ? Is a good 
way of reaſoning againſt deſpair ; but as it's 
commonly uſed, it's laid for a foundation of 
preſumption, Oh! theſe words have been, 
and often are, under an inward feeling of the 
deep pollution of my heart, when I diſcover 
in my ſelf, as in the ſepulchres of the dead, 


nothing but ſtench and rottenneſs, very ſweet 


If, lii. 5. to me, He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 


he was bruiſed for np fac oe and all the 
ſtory of his ſuffering for ſinners gives delight. 
Then, then it is my ſoul feels the efficacy 


of the blood of Chriſt ſecretly ſtaying: of it, 


powerfully ſupporting its hope, and ſweetly 
engaging of it to himſelf. . And now I find 


I was upon the heart of Chriſt when he 


hung upon che tree, and bled and died only, 
21291 c 


as Herbert 0 | 
« will;” whilſt 1 feel it on my heart, carry- 
founds his / higheſt glory and my ſweeteſt 
praiſe; Vet here's nothing in all this mercy 
for all to conclude they were upon the heart 


till God ſhall pleaſe to fignify it by ſome to- 


changed, and ſo out of the queſtion. © None 
« ought therefore to exclude themſelves.” 
This is a popular expreſſion, uſed by ſome, 


others, who mean worſe than nothing ; for 
what can it mean, but that there was a pro- 
viſion made for the ſalvation of all, and that 
it is tender d upon terms, whereby men 
may obtain a right if they will, but if noc 
it's their 'own fault. It's true, man's con- 
demnation is juſt; he that periſheth, periſh- 


the wrath of God. on the children of diſobedi- 
ence, But it is not the fault of men that 


ſow him on whom he will? _ 
3- © Therefore (faith the objeQor) they 
are bound to believe under pain of damna- 


demned already: tho the Scripture faith, He 


God 


ing and ſetting my heart upon that which 


of -Chriſt when on the croſs; nor for any. 
ken for good, and then the man will be 


who when they ſpeak, mean nothing; or by - 


* tion,” As if fallen creatures were hot con- 
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ſays, to purchaſe my good 
if I pure y good 


\ 


eth for his own fins :. For the/e things cometh Rok. v.6. 


they have not an. intereſt in Chriſt, No; John ir. 
Chriſt is God's gift; and may not God be- 10. 


that believeth not, is condemned already yea, John iii: | 
re not the | veſſels of wrath, already by“ 
Ein fitted to deſtruction condemn ' d; tho 


* . 
5 by 
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Rom. 9. God willing . or high and gloridus eq co 
">... fhew bis wrat 1 make bis power: | Anown, 

5 5 with much long ſuffering, and doe t 
fuddenly execute the ſentence? An may It 

not be thought of thoſe' whom God in 10. 

| vereignty | hath paſſed by,' called'in Seriptpke 
Kom. xi. che reft, in contradiſtinction to the ele ion 

5 of his grace; may it not, I ſay, be conceived 

Jade, ver. of them, as of angels, that kept not them firft 

72 eftate, but left their own babitation; that be 

hath reſerved them in everlaſting chains, under 

darkneſs unto the judgment of the great day ? 

2 Pet. ii. And the rather, becauſe the : apoſtle * 

+ 5.9. their caſe and Pp.. 
Mark Our Lord in the Goſpel of Mark 58 not 
. ſpeak one word about the cauſe of damnation, 


| 
J 
f 
| 
t 
t 
but of we; certain eſtate of final unbelievers. x 
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O55 3. „ God makes a fevelaiavit 7 of 
| * Chril by the Goſpel; men ought e 
N 3 to believe in him. 

. | Whatever God Wr unto” the 

Aeg of men they ou ught to believe; . 
not believing is ſin, and makes God a 

But whether the preaching of the Goſpel b. 

ns the revelation of Chriſt, ſeeing ſ 

much ſtreſs. is laid upon it, (as appears b. 

this author's reſruining the dury to thoſe thai 

' bear the Goſpel) deſer es to bo enquired in 


to: For i 4 be not, the weight of ch 
objection: is removed. I know it is © rh 
opinion of many, that the giving ef . 
Word is all the revelation God makes ef n 


hs IF 
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Son Jeſus Cheiſt in order to ſalvation, and. : 1 
that nothing more is neceſſary -thereunto. 5 
But this is a palpable miſtake, and runneth 
hard againſt thoſe places of Seripture which 
ſer forth the ſtate of man by nature; Having Erh. f 
the underſtanding darkened, being alienated” 5 


from tbe life of God, through the ignorance 


that is in them, becauſe of the | blindneſs of 
their heart. It agrees not with the words of 
our Lord concerning the neceſſity of the ner 
birth, Except à man be born again be cannot John i 


ſee the Kingdom of- God. Except a man be? 5 | 


born of water and of [the Spirit] be cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God; implying, 
that we as really need an internal work f 
the Spirit, in order to our ſeeing the things 
which belong to our eternal peace; notwith-- 


ſtanding we have the Word and Goſpel, as "Hes Wy 


a blind man ſtands in need of eyes, in order Fe. 
to his ſeeing men or trees when they ſtand*”* **- 

before him in a clear day. — 
It directly oppoſes the expreſs teſtimo- 


9 


OT 3b 


ny of the apoſtle, But the natural man rer 1 Cor. ih 5 : 


ceives not the things of the Spirit of God, for . 

they are fooliſhneſs to bim; neither indeed can 

be know them; becauſe they are ſpiritually dif 

cerned, 4 Ne © 990 % Fe» Thy tes "4 
It makes the ſpirit of wiſdom: and revela- 

tion to be the ſpirit of revelation only, as 


Yo rhe giving of the word; and not in re- 
ſpect of any inward: work, which the apoſtle. 


calls enlightening the eyes of the under- 
ſtanding; therefore no more is given unte the = 
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Exp. i. . believing than to the unbelieving at Epbe- 


* any regard to an internal work of grace, and 


8 | 


us, or any other place where the word 
Comes: .: 1 

Upon this preſumption, I conceive it is 
that men have run to ſo great a length in 
allowing and applauding. men as able mini- 
ſters of the New Teſtament; who have been 
Furniſhed with ſkill in human ſciences, 
to underſtand the ſcriptures as they under- 
ſtand any other writings, without much, if 


an unct ion from the holy One to enable 
them for it: the conſequences whereof the 
church of Chriſt groans under; and on the 


Hoſes iv. account hereof, the words of God, My people 


are deſfiroy'd for lach of knowledge, may be 
uttered. with lamentation. I will give you 
Dr, Owen's ſenſe of this matter, in his Booł of 
the cauſes, ways and means of underſtanding 


Pi. 88, 89. the mind of God, Cc. But this knowledge, 


* that may be thus attain d, ſays he, doth on- 
ly inform the mind in the way of an artificial 
ſoience, but doth: not really illuminate it: 
and to this end men have turn'd divinity 
into an art, like other common arts and 
% ſciences, and they learn'd it inſtead of 2 
« ſpiritual wiſdom and underſtanding of 
divine myſteries. And it may be attain- 
ed as any other art or ſcience may, with- 
gut any ſupernatural aid of the Hol) 
Spirit, and is ſufficient. to drive @ trade 
with; which, as things are ſtated in the 
world, men may uſe and exerciſe to thei! 
| 1 | 55 grea 
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great advantage. This therefore juſti- 


A further Enquiry after Truth. 4 
fies the laudable undertaking of a ſociety 

of religious men, who, by their articles 
make a ſatisfaction about grace, the ground 
they go upon, to encourage learning. 

It appears, from what has been faid, 
That the word is not all the revelation God 
gives of Jeſus Chriſt unto the ſouls of thoſe 
whom he faves; nor is it ſufficient for the 
ſoul to ſee Chriſt fo as to believe in him 
unto everlaſting ſalvation. And whether 
the preaching of the Goſpel can, in any 
good ſenſe, be call'd a revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt to all that hear it, is doubted: That 
it is not a revelation of Chriſt in all that 
come under the ſound of it, may be on 
good ground affirm'd ; but ſeeing words 
which are arbitrary, alter not the nature of 
things, nor the ideas we have of them, and 
would thereby convey to the underſtanding 
of others, I ſhall not here diſpute it; yer 
I conceive, had cuſtom pleaſed to call the 
word, preathing, and all that is external on- 
ly by the name of declaration; and the in- 
ward manifeſtation, the opening the heart 
and ſealing of inſtruction, by che name of 
revelation, it might have prevented much 
confuſion. The ſcripture plainly diſtin- 
guiſbech the giving of an underſtanding 
from the Propoſtion of tbe things to be un- 
der ſtood; that conſiſts in the doctrine of the 
Goſpel, this in an ability to comprehend 
and know it. And we know that the Son e John vi 
Js WI =: "4 


% 


— ; \ 7 
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God is come, and hath given us an under- 
| flanding, that we may know him that is true: 
Luke x. And our Lord faith, I thank thee, O Father; 
my Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid 
theſe things from the wiſe and from the pru- 
dent, and haſt revealed tbem unto babes. In 
which it is more than barely imply'd, that 
thoſe things which' God, in his Pen 
good pleaſure, reveals unto babes, he did 
not, he does not reveal to the wiſe and 
prudent, from whom, faith the text, thou 
haſt hid them ; though, it's probable, they 
knew more of the letter of the ſcripture 
than thoſe babes did. And, I think, upon 
this text alone, one might modeſtly affirm, 
Thar the word, either written or preach'd, 
is not a revelation of Chriſt unto all that 
have it; unleſs to hide and reveal be one 

and the ſame thing. 7 
4 The Word is like a cabinet, filled with 
43 precious jewels, but locked up ſo that the 
vulture's eye cannot ſee them, neither are 
they perceptible to any, till the Spirit, who 
fearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
Att xvi. God, opens the underſtanding, opens the 
I xiv, Word, and diſcovers the precious things 

| 2:7: therein contain'd in his own light. 

Fri. But that we may not ſtrive about words 
= to no profit, I ſhall aſſent to the diſtinction 
of external and internal revelation ; and 
1 then ſeeing, as this author ſuppoſes juſtly, 
is the revelation brings the obligation along 
With it; I conceive it will fairly follow, that 
3 2 accord- 


\ 


A further Enquiry after Truth. 37. 
according to the nature of the revelati- 
on the obligation binds, i. e. They that 
have only the external revelation, are on- 
ly bound to believe the report: But they 
that are bleſſed with the internal revelation, 
they have that light, that faith, which lays 
hold upon the hope ſet before em; and what 


: God hath joined together, no man ſhall put 
aſunder. n * 

| — SAI : 5 

4 | | | 

4 CHAP. III. 

5 The point argued from the different relation 
N Chriſt ſuſtains to the church, and the reſt of 
= the creation, | 2 

7 come now. to a ſecond reaſon of my diſ- 
* ſent from what this author hath aſſert- 
h ed, viz. That God makes ic the duty of 
AN poor unconverted ſinners to believe in Chriſt; * 


which is, becauſe there is no ſpecial rela- 

tion between Chriſt and all ynconverted ſin 
ners; as the propoſition muſt be underſtood 

to intend, to ground their Faith upon. 
The ſenſe of the terms in the queſtion, 
What kind of faith is meant, and how we 

take it, muſt be remember'd through the 
whole. The faich we mean, is that which 

is called ſaving, as being the beginning af 
God's ſalvation in the ſoul, and called by 
the Apoſtle our meetneſs to partake of the Cali ia. 
Lag”... „ 
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inheritance of the ſaints in light.” For if this 
faich is not intended he hath diſquieted 
himſelf in vain; and if he means this ſame 
faith which God's own people have, it muſt 
be the fame for principle, matter and form; 
and every degree of the ſame faith roo, 
which he affirms is the unconverted finners 


duty to. have and believe with; for if one 


degree of faith of the ſame kind be due, 


every degree muſt be due by the ſame law; 


or elſe, where the higher degrees are found, 


according to his own way of reaſoning, it 


muſt be will. worſhip, as hath been already 
ablerved. 

And that. we leave no room for eva- 
ſion, I ſhall lay down the following Conclu- 
= ſions. 
5 ons. I. The law of God hath reſpect unto the cria: 
=_ ture according to the relation be | hath been 

afed to conſtitute. This is evident from 
Rom. vii, the word ; The woman which" hath an buſ- 

. band is bound by the law unto ber bushand'as 

Jong as be liveth; but if ber husband be dead 
- ſhe is laaſed fran the law of her husband. 
The moral obligation ceaſeth, ere nn 

1 no ſuch relation. 
- Conc!. II. The Law of God bins no creature 70 be 


kinks that which 1s not. This is evident 


from its nature; for if the law binds to be- 


lieve that which is not, it binds to ſin; and 


ſo the law ſhould oblige to that wwe it 
| condemns an Creature vr dias. 


[ 100 
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And now the better to explain and give 

the force of this argument from relation, I | 

ſhall lay down the following propoſition. 
Thar all our ſalvation, from the founda- | 

tion to the top-ſtone thereof, proceeds ac- 

cording to a ſpecial relation which God 

hath conſtituted between Chriſt and his 

AS church. K 5 3 

As among men there is a natural and ne- 

ceſſary relation, as between parents and 

children; and a voluntary relation, as be- 

| tween huſband: and wife: So there is a na- 

„ tural, and a voluntary relation between 

| God and the works of his hands. This firſt 

relation, as I may call it, in alluſion to the ; 

Apoſtle, Howbeit that was not firſt which is 1 Cor. xv. 

natural, took its riſe from the dectee of © 

creation, and exiſts upon the execution of 

that decree; and this ſubſiſts between God 

and all the works of his hands; angels and 

men ſtand alike to God in this relation. 

Hence the law of nature took its riſe, and 

has its denomination. And it is upon this 

ground chat man in the apoſtacy thinks it 

hard that any of Adam's fallen race are ſa t- 

ved by mighty grace, if all are not ſaved; 

4 not conſidering, that fallen angels have the 

ir ſame reaſon for hope or complaint as they; 

. being all alike in this way related to God, 

d and yet their pity and concern does not turn 

ir towards them. EE VER 
There is, beſides this, another relation be- 

tween God and ſome of his creatures, which 

IR. © taal 
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| took its riſe from a decree to bring to glory, 
and the everlaſting enjoyment of himſelf in 
the higheſt heavens, thoſe whom he had 
Choſen to ſalvation, by ways and means of 
his own finding out and providing; con- 
cerning which the Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf 
| Rom. xi. with fo much wonder, O the depth of the 
33: riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
God ! Hor — are his judgments, 
and his ways paſt finding out] For who hath 
known the mind of the Lord, or who hath 
been his counſellor ? Or who hath firſt given 
unto him, and it ſhall be recompenſed unto 
him again? For of him, and through bim, 
and io bim, are all things : To whom be glo- 

ry for ever. Amen, 
* 1}. It is grace alone that ſaves: Ir ariſes 
ons the ſovereigntyof God,andisdiſtinguiſh- 
Bph. ü. ing: It flows in a way of voluntary relation. 
1 By grace are ye ſaved, 1s the ſtanding declara- 
Plal.cxv.i. tion of the word, and the'common faith of all 
that are made partakers of ſal vation. Grace 
and mercy ſound through both Teſtaments, as 
Ex.xxxii. proclaimed by God himſelf to Moſes; I well be 
*#9* gracious to whom I will be gracious, and Iwill 
ſhew mercy to whom I will ſhew mercy. And 
when the ſpirit pronouncès it in the conſcience 
of a poor ſinner, the ſoul anſwers it is as an 
eccho anſwers the voice of him that ſpeaks, 
echt iy. Grace, Grace, unto it. Grace is written 
7 upon every thing God has done for his peo- 
| 5 and on every ſtep he takes with them 
Pal. here: Mercy and truth: ſpall FL befqare bit 


ELIT Ts | X 94 1 ws . Face; 


face; and when they ſhall ſee them in a 
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pure light, heaven it ſelf ſhall, be fill'd with | 

the praiſes of it. They ſhall ſee that all the Pal. 

way the Lord their God hath led them was gt,“ 

right, and ſhall praiſe his wonders. xxxix. 5. 
2dly. This ariſes from the ſovereignty of 

God, and is diſtinguiſhing grace. It is the 

good pleaſure of God, as the higheſt end of 

all bis counſels ; the counſel of his own will, Eph. i. 11. 

to ſhew forth the exceeding riches of his Chap. ũ. 3. 

grace in his kindneſs to us, the veſſels of mer- Rom. 

cy whom be had afore prepared unto glory.“ 23. 

And this in its matchleſs manifeſtations and 

effects, as diſtinguiſhing, the Apoſtle ſets 

forth, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Eph.i.z= 

Lord Feſus Chriſt, who bath bleſſed [us| with ** 

all ſpiritual. bleſſings in heavenly places in 

Chriſt : According as be bath choſen [us] in 


bim before the foundation of the world, that 


[we] ſhould be holy and without blame before 
bim in love: Having predeſtinated [us] unto 


the adoption of cbildren to himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt [according to the good pleaſure of his 
will.] We are ſaid to be made accepted in 


the beloved, and to have redemption thro' 


his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according 


to the riches of bis grace; wherein he hath 
abounded toward | us] in all wiſdom and pru- 
dence, having made known to [us| the myſtery 
of bis will. As if he ſhould ſay, ſuch was 
the fulneſs of grace in Chriſt rowards the 


veſſels of mercy, that, like the ſwelling of 
Jordan, it oyerflow'd its banks, an 


d came 
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down upon [us] in manifeſtations, in ſweet 

_ diſcoveries, in the revelation of - Chriſt in 

Gal, i 15. us. It was like love in the breaſt of Foſeph, 

which could not be contained there; but 

though his brethren had hated him, and 

uſed him deſpitefully, his bowels yearned 

towards them, and made way over all their 

unkindneſs, over all their cruelty, and brake 

Gen. xly. our, and ſaid unto his brethren, Come near 

+ me, I pray you; and they came near: And 

„ BE aid unto them, I am Joſeph your brother, 

Eph. i. 10. Kc. To what end was this? That in the 

Julneſs of the diſpenſation of times, be might 

Faber together in one all things in Chriſt. 

fal. Not all angels, and all men, but God's all, . 

exit. 25-5, e, all his peculiar treaſure; for as Chriſt Il, 
Eph. i. 23. is the believers all, ſo the churclr is ſaid to 

Prov. be Cbriſt's body, and the. Fulneſs of him that fo 

. Allerb all in all, All his delight is ſaid ro ly 

Ar be in them. And all this rich, glorious, % 

5 diſtinguiſhing grace, beſtowing upon the EF. 

elec all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt; prede- Wa 

ſtinating unto the adoption of children by BB: 

Jeſus Chriſt ; making accepted in the be- I 

loved; forgiving their ſins through his % 

blood; and gathering them together in YI; 

Chrift their head, is built upon its own ba- Ws: 

bo, upon its own foundation, by the Apo- Yu, 

Eph. tle, in the end of the ninth verſe, According Iv 


ha” ons, ela. / ee a 


=” wa good Prefer worb he Dara purpojed in 
r 
Jah. Let us lte a ſhort view of ſaving 
grace, as it is directed, and flows in a way 
ok voluntary relation. 1. God 
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(1) God ſaith, I have made a covenant Pilaxix. 
with my choſen, and has confirm'd_it for ? 
ever. He will ever be mindful of bis cove- Plal.cxi.g, 


nant. This contains all the falvation of the 2 Sam. 


church from firſt to laſt. There is no fal- i. 5. 


vation in. another way. By choſen, in the 
firſt place, underſtand Chriſt, whom God 


ſtiles his elect: Behold my ſervant, whom I Iſa. vii. i. 


uphold, mine | elect] in whom my ſoul delights. 
Several paſſages in the Pſalm admitting of a 


proper application to none bur him; as, Treo. 


will make him, my fin born, higher than the) 
kings of the earth; agreeing with his New 


Teſtament ſtile and title, Firſt born of every Col. i. 15. 
creature; and, prince of the kings of theRev.i. 8 


earth, | | 

But if it be faid, theſe words were ſpoken 
of David as king over I/7aet; I anfwer, but 
with an eye to Chriſt, the root and off-/pring 
of David, the bright and the morning ſtar: 


For as the penman of the As of the Apoſiles 


ing'that God bad ſworn with an oath to bim, 
that be would raiſe up Chriſt to fit upon bis 
throne, fpake this of the reſurrection of Chriſt. 
So may I fay, God having ſworn, that he 
would raiſe up Chriſt, the righteous branch, 
who ſhould reign and profper ; and David 
being a prophet, foreſeeing of ir, ſpake this 


be - 


all endure. for ever, and bis throne as the *® 


fas of bean. pc 
| F Ad 


4 


* 
* 


ſays, The patriarch David is both dead and Chap ii. 
buried; therefore being a prophet, and know-*% 


concerning his ſpiritual kingdom, Hi. ſted Pr l. 


% 
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And further, by choſen, we may under- 
ſtand, taking the term in its extent, all the 
election of God's grace, who are ſaid to be 
ph. i. 4. 82% in Chriſt S fore the foundation of the 
world. 

(2.) Chriſt was conſtituted head and huſ- 
band of the church, or choſen of God. 
Head, in whom all the grace of the cove- 

Col. i. 19. nant is treaſured up; Por it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther that in bim ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, 
Huſband, neareſt kinſman, in whom. the 
right of redemption i is, as was intimated by 

Ruth iii. Baar; Howbeit there is a nearer kinſman 

12. than I; that through the redemption in his 

wy q. blood all the bleſſings of the covenant might 

. flow down upon his myſtical body. 

Col. i. 18. (1,) Chriſt is NN = head ; And he 1s the 

bead of the body the church. And i in this he 
ſtands in a a rent relation to the church 
than to any other of the creatures; which 

is ſignificantly expreſſed by the Apoſtle; 

ph. i. And hath put all things under his feet, and 

22, 23. gave him to be bead over all things to the 

cC.,uuroeb, which 1s bis body, and the fulneſs of 
Um that filleth all in all, Here oblerve, 
1. The extent of his headſhip and dominion 

over all things, over all, principalities and 

0 Pet. ii powers; Angels, authorities, and powers, 

222 being made ſubject unto bim. All the world, 

_ vii. and the fulneſs thereof, are his: All ſheep 

7+3- and oxen; yea, all the beaſts of the field; 
. fowls of the air, the fiſb of the ſea, and what- 


; ever paſſeth trough be paths of {he 40 
4. 
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e and all enemies are ſubjected to his co en 


% Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, pa. 
and the remainder of wrath thou wilt re- bei. 10. 

Vain. 2. [To the church.) This power and 
d dominion, this fulneſs and headſhip over all, 
be has, if I may fo ſay, in truſt for the john 
church, to be exerciſed and employed for xvii. 2. 
the uſe and benefit of his church. All are Cor, ii. 
yours, ſaith the Apoſtle; and all things, do 22. 
work together for good to them that love God, 7 _ 
who are the called according to his purpoſe.” f 
3. The relation the church ſtands in [ which 
is bis body] words which are ſuited to con- 
vey that nearneſs we have to Chriſt; the 
ſame nearneſs that Eve ſtood in to Adam; 
which is enough to aſſure, that he will uſe 
and diſpoſe af all things with that love and 
tenderneſs, as will work our welfare and ad. 
vantage in the end; For no man ever yet ba- Heb. 
ted his own fleſh but nouriſbes and cheriſhes*": t. 
it, even as the Lord the church : For we are Erh. vr. 
members of his body, of his fleſh, and of bis d 30. 
bones. af gw | | 
As head over all; as Lord of providence, t 
the man that executes God's counſel, he pre- Ia. xvi. 
ſides over the kingdoms of this world, over 11. 
all the affairs of men; he places princes on Prov. viii. 
their thrones, and caſts down their crowns 15,19 
at his pleaſure : He upholds all things by the Heb. i. 3. 
word of his power; he is the conſerver of 
all things; yea, there is not a raven or a | 
ſparrow but is fed by him. He giveth to tbe Pn. 

: | 8 | Beaſt vii 9. | 
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beaſt his food, and to the young ravens that 
cry. All this reſpects his dominion and 
common providence ; but as he is head of 
_ the church, he is a fountain of life and gra- 
cious influences, ſo. as he is not ſaid to be 
the bead of any other of the creatures, an- 
r of 
\ (2) He is an huſband to the church, and 
- __ . In conſequence, as her caſe required, a re- 
If. liv. 5. deemer. Thy Maker is thy husband — and thy 
reiedtemer. He is not an huſband to all; nor 
a redeemer of all by a ſpecial covenant rela- 
Eph. v. tion. But he is an huſband to the church, 
25 * and loved the church in that relation, fo a 
to give himſelf for it; and has by the offer 
ing bimſelf a ſacrifice for her fins, purging 
them by bis own blood, . open'd a way for 
pl. the bleſſings of the covenant to fream down 
Avi. 4. upon it. Hence we are faid not only to 
Eph. i. 7. have redemption through his blood, the for- 
Rom. v. z. giveneſs of fins ; but to have acceſs into this 
Eph, ii, grace wherein we ſtand, and through him an 
18.  -acceſs unto the Father, We had a right to 
the creatures, at the firſt, which we loſt by 
the fall; and the ground, and what ſprings 


Gen. ii. out of it, came under a curſe fer man's. fin; 


7% ut by Chriſt's ſufferings they are ſan&tified 
do the uſe of the church, and we have all 
2 Cor. things richly to enjoy in Chriſt's right. For 
?. ye know the grace of cur Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
©  «vbo though he was rich, yet for your ſakes be 
', became poor, that ye through his poveri) 

. might be rich. Hence the believer may be 


ſail 
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Fu to be rich in his poverty and ftraits, 
whilſt the ungodly, as being under a curſe, . 
are poor in the midſt of all their plenty. Aral. 
little that the righteous bas is better than SD 
ricbes of many wicked. 
3. Grace directs its courſe. in ns execu- Pal | 

tion — God's counſels by the man of God's. 17. 
right hand, according to this relation by vo- 
luncary. conſtitution, and takes no ſtep with 
a further or more comprebenſive view. 
Here God hath ſet irs bounds, hitherto ſhall 
it come and no further. When God ſentRom-xi.7. 
his Son into the world, to ſeek and ſave that 
which was loſt, he bad bis eye upon his 
own choſen., God commended his love to- Rom. v. 
wards [as] in that while we were yet jinners®: 
Chrift died for | us]. Had nor this vs been 
reſtrain'd,.. it would have iſſued in the uni- 
verſal ſalvation of all men; but the Apoſtle 
limits it, bo - ſhall: lay any thing to the Chap. 
charge of God's elect? It is God that Juſtifi- Vs. 38 
eth: And who is be that condemneth? It is 
Chriſt that died; that is, * all the Father * 
gave him. 

4. When Chriſt came out of the Father $ 
boſom, and came into the world to die for 
finners, he had his eye upon his people; 
baving; loved lis own, which were in tbe John xiii. 
world; be laued them unto, the end; imply-"* * 
ing, chat his eye was upon them as they lay 
ſeatter d abroad among the reſt, This Was John xi.” 
the treaſure that lay hid, in the field, for 5: 
which, the rich merchant porchaſed the 7 
whole field, 1 55 Chr iſt 
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. Chriſt prays for them,” not fot the 
John xvii. world; but for thoſe whom the Father had 
9. given bim. Others were not upon his heart 
when he came into the world; their fins 
I. . 6, were not upon him when he died upon the 
12 croſs; nor will he, however awful it may 
| ſound, offer their drink offerings of blood 
pf. xvi. 4. nor take their, names into his -m 8 
And, ia the laſt place, for the further 
clearing of this point, if any thing were 
further needed, let us ſee what the Evange- 
Aa- xi. Jift ſaith, Now when they had gone throughout 
„7 Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, and were 
forbidden of the Holy Ghoft to preath the word 
in Aſia, after they were come to Myſia, and 40. 
fay d to go into Bythinia: But the Spirit ſuffered 
them not. This was not becauſe there were 
not ſinners, poor miſerable tures, as 
well as in other places, where he ſent the 
Goſpel; but becauſe his elect were not 


there. 
Iwill ſum up our argument from his 


0 place. ' 


There are two ſorts of people in the. 


Rom. world, the election and the ret, to whom 
x.7- God Rands in a different relation; to the 
reſt a creator and benefaRor, but to the 
John xx. election an everlaſting Father in Chriſt. 

17. Chriſt is by divine conſtitution, a-media- 
Cal. i. 17. tor and lord, for the exiſtence; conſervation 
180 and government of all; but he is an bead 
_ v. and *husband, to redeem and fave with an 


* in vi. 
39 


/ - 


"him. +» 


„ 


everlaſting. ſalvation all the Fether pou 


¶ furiber Enquiry after Truth, 
He died. for the one, tbe. j; jub for the . 1 Pe 
juſt, that be might. bri us 0 645 but for 
the reſt he did not die, that he might bring 
chem to God]; or they ſhould periainly have- 
come; he would not have miſcarried in . 
defign. | | 
He prays for the one; bot he does not ola vn 
pra for the other. 
Further, it is the Father's will, who —4 
Chriſt, chat of all he gave him he ſhould Jobn vn 
loſe nothing, but raiſe it up to a ſtate of glo- Pin. 5 
ry. But it is not the will of che Father that a1. 
Chriſt ſhould raiſc up the reſt to a rats ON | 


glory. * 
re- 


Therefore, as he law bath teſ pect to 
lation; by the firſt concluſion, there bei 
no ſpecial relation between Chriſt and all 
that hear the Goſpel, the law does not re- 
quire all that hear the Goſpel to believe 
with the faith of God's elect; which, as we | 
Bur, ſhewn a. is the faith in queſtion, of at 

ut, 4 

Secondly, The notion of this author makes * * 

the law of God to bind men to believe tarnen 
which is not true; and ſo countenances the ; [ 
lye of unbelief under the guiſe of faith; = 
which our Lord reproved In the. blinded 
X Jews; Jeſus anſwered it is my Bather lun vill 
dia- * honoureth me, of whom. you ſay, that be 5+ ou; 
God: Net. you have not known bim; | 
bead but I have known bim: And if I ſhould. Jay 
e 7 ape hi wt, 7 ould be. he, lin i. 
gave "00 Iv 03; apo?! to 13; | 

Hell. K d 


LA A — after ruth. 
And ſeeing upon the diſtinRion of relati- 
18 let down- above, ſome have a iy 9 to. 
life,” pardon, communion with the 
yea, to the '$6n' himſelf, and others have 
not a right; is it cemely for miniſters of- 
the Goſpel of Chriſt 4 ſtand and offer 
+++." Ch#iſt; 'offer\gtice; offer life and ſulvation 
to chem that have no apparent right, not 
8 „er a * right 3 as the cafe is with re- 
n "are p © the reſt among the aſſemblies of the 
Nn Aud would they think themſelves 
Well öſed, if their ſervanes, who are appoint- 
John xxi. 6@ to feed their children, as |Peref Was to 
15-17 feed Chriſt's ſheep. and lambs, ſhould, in- 
| ſtead of keeping their maſter's cha take 
His food, rake Hie raiment, rake his | and 
moſt valuable goods, Rand at the door, and 
offer them, and tender them to ſtrangers, 
and eſpecially when they have not the leaſt 
ntimatien of their maſter's defipn to beſtow 
Rom. ix. them? And yet the cafe is thos here, God 
22. regard to the veſſels of wrath, whom 
* xi. has paſſed by: And. 
fp Would N not be fufficieac for thoſe hit 
have a diſpenſation of the Goſpel committed 
unte them, to preach the Goſpel to all that 
PO come Under the fond, and wiſh them to 
Waft at Widom's gates, till they ſhall have 
Fuörtber iatimations of their e 
pleaſure concerning them. ? And When che! 
perceive che | grace of 8 to be bello 
E an 2 755 hea 'exhiort” 178 
ich purpo e to eave unto the 
E. * * * * Lord, 


further Enquiry afrer Truth. gr 
Lord, as Barnabas did; and as we find the Ads xi. 
Apoſtles did, in the W of the NOT Chap 1 
Teſtament?” | 375 3 
And laſt of all, only nd the thin I 
ve, char all who hear the Goſpel houl 
A lieve in Chriſt for life and falvation; S 
cording to what this author tells us is — 


| duty; 3 there rns 1 C. be milli- 


Luke ... 


x. 21. 


chf. Iv. e | 
4 en raten from Adar: s 285 = 


——— Ts - 


| before the fa ll. Oe en dhfiered. * 


Fa % Ska ad 


Oodemuation EY not come upo pon 
chem chat hear and receive the rep 
of the Goſpel. for their not believing W | 
the falth of God's let; beodule it Was not | 
in the power of man, in his beſt eſtate, . 0 
at fore che fall. | 
OF Tue lav thjearan's gesch Whir ters: "= | 
YE don. But by way of duty, of active obedi- 37" 
nd ence, it required no more than what's gon 
oh © feined in chis one precept, Thou ali by be Deut. vi 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, with"all 
em aul, and with all thy might + And this 
ine Ys creator and bene far, decording to the = 
rd, "SY" tela- 


m - 
% n 


a 32 


1 Chron. 
XXIX. 14 


* 
* 


diſcovery brings an obligation along with 
it, and ſweetly influences the will to anſwer 


Pal. cxvi. it in grateful returns; What ſhall I render to 


n us 5 


A further Enquiry after Truth. 


relation I have before called natural and ne- 
ceſſary; that is, a relation that muſt be, if 


God created man at all; for this muſt be 


the law; becauſe God had made known no 
other relation before the fall, and ſince 
ſtands in no other, but by his ſovereign 
choice, of which above. Nor is more re- 
quired than was given; but Adam in his 


beſt obedience, and even ſtanding angels, 


muſt ſay with David, Of thine own have we 
render d unto tber. 


It is our indiſpenſable duty to do allegi- 


ance to the prince upon the throne, and in 


caſe of failure; we incur the pains and penal- 
ties, which the law inflicts; and notwith- 
ſtanding our ſuffering for default, we owe 
the ſame we did before we failed; but I do 
not conceive we owe more: But if the king 


_ ſhould forgive our offence, and further 


Hou adopt us, and take us into his fami- 
ly, this would be an additional obligation, 
and bring upon us a new duty, ariſing from 
a new relation, viz. ſons and daughters. 
Thus when it pleaſes God to make himſelf 
known in a nearer relation in Chriſt, the 


the Lord for all his benefits towards me? 
1. To aſſert the law requires of man more 


than God enables him to perform, juſtifies 
che impious charge of the flothful ſervant ; 


' W&s 


the extent of duty to them that are under 
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T knew that thou wert an hard man, reaping Man. 
what thou haſt not ſown, and gathering ubere *+ 
thou haſt not firawed. 14:44 
2. Ir places man in a ſtate of miſery by 
creation. For if the law required of man 

what God did not enable him co do, had he 
ated up to the height of his ability, he muſt 

ſtill have been a debtor, and his want of 
conformity to the law would have expoſed 
him to the penalty thereof, And as the for- 
mer impeaches the juſtice, this reflects groſ- 
ly on the goodneſs of God; and offers an 
occaſion to the creature to take up a com- 
plaint, as the king of J/rael did when the 
Syrian king requeſted him to cure Naaman 
of his leproſy; Wherefore confider, I pray you, 2 Kings 
bow be ſeeketh a quarrel: againſt me; ſeeing” 7 
the creature could no. more do what this 
notion makes the law to require of him, 

than the king of 1/rael could heal Naaman's 
err 0979 52 E957 
Theſe are conſequences of the notion I 
oppoſe, unleſs Adam had the faith we are 
ſpeaking of; and loſt it for himſelf and po- 
ſterity; the contrary whereof I ſhall endea- 
vour to demonſtratdtdmeee. 
But as far as poſſible to prevent miſtakes, 
and convince of miſrepteſencations, 1 ſhall 
further declare, That whatever power God 
gave to men, and whatever endowments he 
beſtowed upon our nature in Adam, we be- 
ing in Adam our head, thoſe endowments 
he beſtowed upon every ona of us. And the 


1 4 further Woliey fee Frith, 


law of nature reſpects us as in Iluch ſtate and 
* - » candition as God placed us in by creation 3 
and ſo Adam's ſinning and lefing of his ori- 
ginal righteouſneſß was our act, ng in 
Heb. vii. His Joins, as Levi was ſaid to (ply tithes in 
| 9, 1% Abrabem, beingiin-his loins,: anti is as juſtly 
| chargeable upon vis perſohe as upon dur 
Rom. v. facſt Patents. Wherefore as che man fon 
Ver. , utered into tb noni, ard death thy in; and 
+ ſo.death paſſed upon all man fon that uli have 
1 rages 3 infants, you have no actual 
ir own ſdna re ſion, m 
be ſaid to b — not — 
Adam's tranſgreſſion imputed; but for " 
corrupt nature imparted; for we are a 
ſtreams from that corrupt fountain: Where- 
fore the law has a double claim upon fallen 
Adam; poſtetity i 1. Pettect and pet petual 
obedience to Gad, as a creator and benefa - 
For. acdording ta che lau of nature. 2. Sa- 
tis faction for tranſgreſſion committed. Nau 
1 La paceced Tg eommowrperfonliry 4 


Stor” «c 


„At ESTA 


What Udaw Sub Alt hid: in him; and * 
what Adam loſt we all loſt in him and are 
debtors to God on both aceoũnts g Hut Aut If © 
had not the faich uf God's elect bafore the 
tell and did not Joe it fob hig.poſterity ; 
here ſore they are hot debtors cd God for ic it 
While ia unmgeneracg. 
To affirm xe leſt hat nevep- had is 
@. \Sidioulotly! weak, that nor man wontd 
debaſe bind) v0 ks nave of it. Tbere- 


N fory 
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fore what we bare, to 1 is top 

That we bad not this 87 . 
before 1 off offer oy Le x 0 * 
to convince my adyerſary that it is not meer 
affectation 1e rules here, 1 will Fenber 
the teſtimony of two men, ont of more, 
chat may be e whoſe "Hrs ph in 
* FRA 108 608 one is 


the 80 8 


— —. in order to out dil 2 
the mind of God in che Scriptures * * ths 
wards.are theſe; 

Bat yet if men ſhould he F to 
« ſuppole, that our minds were, no 71 
« tiated, depraved. or darkened by 

wet it is malt, irrational. to imag} jr 
* chat we. can com prebevd, or underſtand 
the myferzes of the Golpel:. with ſpecial 
« * ſpiritual. illymingtion.. For 
er light and abilities of our, minds. were. nat 
c ſuited or Prepares for. rhe regeixipg and 
« undexſtanding of them. For neither, their 


„ the, fate of integrity. Wbeceforg al- 


„ hel ag wie and per ſpicugus with 5 

* to that natural knowledge of Ga, and 
* all chat: belongs. unto it which 
« naſe us, or 


=p 310. 7 


ca re 


_ 
ary wire N in che 


d ere he mint 
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he original 


*« being; nor revelation were conſiſtent ik | 
though ohr minds- ſhayld be allow'd 4 
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1 ſtate of nature f yet would it not follow, 
«© that we are able to to diſcern the myſterres of 
—= when propoſed unto us.” * 

othing can be plainer. Here he ſuppo- 
ſes the mind as free and quick ſighted as 
Adams was before the fall; and that the 
myſteries of grace were propoſed to it in 
ſuch calm and unbeclouded condition yet he 
concludes, chat in ſuch a condition it is moſt 
irrational to imagine, that we can under- 
ſtand or comprehend the myſteries of the gof- 
pel ode a ſpecial ſpiritual illumination; 
and the reaſon is, becauſe the original light 
and abilities of gur minds were nor ſuiret or 

repated for the receiving and underſtand- 
bf ng of them. The other is, 

Dr. Goodwin, who bas handled this fub- 
5ee, Chap. IV, V, VI, VII. Vol. II. of the 
creatures, and the condition of their eſtate 
by creation, Page 38. he aſſerts his judg- 
ment in the following poſition. 

. TAT ADAM's beſt xnowLeDGr 
* and EN JOYMENT was. inferior, and of 2 
„ lower rank, than that xNowLEDGE and 
* d se with God, which ws IN 

HRIST, through ya1THn'do here en- 
grace the Goſpel puts 


« us into. 
Here is . plain teſtimony, that 
Adam before the fall did not know and en- 
oy that fellowſhip with God, which be- 
2 in Chriſt do know and enjoy in this 
. I will —_ * more. 
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A further Enquiry after Truth, 
Page 48. © And if men will fay, that the 
« ele& men in Chriſt (and ſo A 2 among 
« the reſt) ſhould in the end have been 
« rranflated to heaven, although men had 
« never fallen; I ſhall nor gainſay it: But 
« then it is by another's right and covenant, 
« and would have required ſupernatural 
« grace ' firſt wdughe? in them, for to 
« have owned and taken Chriſt for their 
« head.” 

Page 52. © The conclufion is, that all 
« the faith which Adam had may well be 
« reſolved into natural lighe, as the firſt 
« principle and foundation of it ; alchough 
« fyrther revealing and confirming 'what 
« elſe the light of nature could not, or 
« would not ſo eaſily have known; and 
« though we ſuppoſe 5 things to be ſuch 
« as were out of the reach of natural light; 

« yet ſtill the bottom of its aſſent to divine 
« authority had been but ſuch a natural 
« light aforeſaid, and principle of nature 
« ſown in his heart, which made him ca- 
te pable ſo to converſe with God, and to 
lieve his word, as to underſtand God 
out of his works: But it is otherwiſe in 
«.0ur faith. And ſo far, I conceive, it is, 
« that wicked men are blamed now for not 
et believing the word of the Law and the 
« Goſpel, ſo far, as ſuch natural light as 
« was in Adam would have IT — 


, 
eee | 105 
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$8. Afurtber —— dien Tru. 
What can he plainarz than that this is the 
's judgment ? that Adam's knowledge 
is io ferior to that Which helixvers have by 
Chriſt; that he could not have gone 10 
heaven, had he not fallen wichout ſuper- 
natural grace wruught in him] and chat 
wicked men, now under the Goſpel, are 
blamed only (with teſpect to fanh) for not 
believing ſu far as ſurh natural. light, es. was 
in him, would have enabled them to believe. 
It is videnclyr hi judgment, that We. did not 
leſe xhoet faich, Mhich is im the queſtion, in 
dun becauſe we bed: it nas in him; and i 
equally evident chat his judgment was, that 
mam now fre not condemaed for not belie- 
ving in Chriſt, becauſe; ſaith he, they are 
bak blam d for. 38.4 which is all I dor 
rending For- nit ods Sion ut 9. 
Id would: be the wilo and bonout of 
dme mem not 46 make, a they: dn, Doctor 
Godin and Doctor Owen an argumenc 
sgainſt us 1 for thereby. they diſcover cheir 
unacquaintance With t >| egainent, lights, 
or their baſtnefs; in quoting; of them againſt 
their manifeſt ſentimentgs. Bus it is an in- 
curable diſeaſe in any to cho ſo light of bo- 
_ keef, as to receive: Whatever ag man can 
ſay,: or any t that comes: into their 
minde, if it be) Hat directed againſt ſome 
Patty, of ſome peint. But I hall not reſt 
an: the . os nr but offer the reaſons 
of my aſſertion, viz. - FOO we a itte 


ee in Adam, And. 
28 1 F 1 


A further Enquiry after Truth. $9 
Firſt; Becauſe falth is @ ſpiritual bleſſing 
nin Chriſt.” The weight of this reaſon 
es Here, that all ſpiritual bleſſings were gie 
— in Chriſt; to be communicated to His 
myſtical body, and none but them. The 
o Adams, as the Apoſtle calls them, firſt 
and laſt, as heads of the two covenants, as 
they are called, were common perſons to 
— pectiye feels vis. Adam was + com- 

on perſon to all mankind; as being in him: 
Ent common perſon for his ed as'cho/en Eph. i. 4. 
in him. And the bleſſings 


to the 


ing 
t W were reſpectively lodged in 


their and of a diſtinct nature, as is in- 
timated by the Apoſtle. As it is we irren, the 1 Cor. xv, 
firſt — 2685 made a living foul, the 15. 47. 
4 Adam wits made 4 eee irit. 

The firſt man is of the earth earthy; the Je ver. 48. 
end is the Lord from bean.” Their com- ver. 49. 
pany ' are ſald tee be as they are, have born; 
and ſhall bear their images diſtinctly. Now 
this earthy: Adam was, and enjoy'd all that 
bis body ſhould, or could be, and oy 
from him, Fer had he ſtood, thete c 
have been no advancement of himſelf, or 
poſterity, as a reward; becauſe there coutd - 
be no poſhbility of meriting by his obedi- | 
ence, that being by the law of nature due 
before; and after all, therefore we muſt 

have ſaid; We are un fervants; we Luke 
have done har wes our duty to do. Nor is xvii. 10. 
there any thing more intimated in the'pro 
N CAP the day tae #here« Gen. it, 


of * 
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660 A further Enquiry after Truth. 
of thou' ſhalt ſurely die, than, that if he ab- 
ſtain d and did not tranſgreſs, he ſhould en- 
joy that life and felicity he was poſſeſs'd of, 
and contented with. On the other hand, 
the laſt Adam, who was made a quickening 
ſpirit, had all fulneſs of grace ſtored up in 
bim, in whom all ſpiritual bleſſings are ſaid 
Eph. i. 3. to be beſtow'd upon the elect. Bleſſed be 
| the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
bo bath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſing: 
in heavenly places in Chriſt, Theſe all ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings are peculiar to them that 
are Chriſt's; According as be hath choſen us 
in him, &c, And the phraſe, ſpiritual bleſ- 
_ . ings, is ſuited to uphold the diſtinction be- 
 . - . rween the lot of thoſe who are Chriſt's, and 
Gen.i. 156 the lot of all mankind in Adam; which Was 
7 28. all natural bleſſings. | 
To aſſign to earthy Adam all ck na- 
rural bleſſings, ſuited, to gratify his appetite, 
and yield him all contents in his creation 
capacity, and this ſpiritual bleſſing and ca- 
pacity too, had been too much to have made 
him hap Py in that ſtate; becauſe the loweſt 
Heb. xi. 1 degree of that faith, which is the evidence of 
things not ſeen, would. have begotten thoſe 
deſites, which, I conceive, could not have 
been gratified in bet ſtate; and would there- 
fore, as Dr. Goodwin thinks, have been ſa 
far from augmenting his ba pineſs, as it 
would have made it leſs... For his enjoy- 
ments in Eden then would not have been 


8 en fo Bis deſires; and thera 


would 
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n- I would have been an emptineſs and reſtleſ- 


ff, Ineſs on the account of that want, which is 

d, not conſiſtent with rfect happineſs. For 

Ng the regenerated ſoul is not folly bleſſed in 

in I chis life, not — of the body of deatbRom. vii. 
id Monly; bur M. its new defires are not?. 

be fully gratified, T ſhall be ſatisfied, ſaith the pal. xvii. 


Pſalmiſt, when” I awake with thy likeneſs 315. 
intimating, that he ſhould not be fully ſa- 

tified before. For though there can be no Erh. i. 3. 
more bleſſings provided than are already in 
Chriſt ; yet the ſoul can be more bleſſed, as 

to fruition and enjoyment, when Chriſt's 

prayer. ſhall be granted, and che believer 

ſhall attain the end of his hope. Fat ber, John xvii. 
I will that they alſo whom tbou haſt given 

ne be with me tea Jam, &c. _. 

na- Further, had this faith of God's elect; 
ite, which is ſo called on the account of its cauſe, 
tion ¶ election- grace, or its ſubjects, the choſen of 
God, or becauſe it apprehends the relation, 
or all of them together; had this faith, I ay, 
been in Adam, ic would have been no more 
the faith of God's elect, than of the reſt, accord 
ing to the above rule: hat Adam had all had 
in him, he being, before the Fay: a common | 
perſon for all mankind. 

Some are of opinion, That, in | regenera- 
tion, the Spirit of God reſtores that image 
we loſt in the firſt Adam; and if ſo, ſeeing. 
be works. this Goſpel-faith, we _ 1 
have had i it in our natural bead. n 


Anſwer, 


62 
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© Hſwer,, Suppoſe he did reſtore Adam's 


image, it follows not that this faith of the. 


operation of God is that image of an _ 
of it, unleſs-we have no more by Chriſt 


_ we loſt; for if we receive. more by Chriſt, 


this faith may be a part of that we had not 

in Adam. Bur, I chink it will abt be diffi- 

cult to demonſtrate the contrary, vi That 
What is wrought upon the ſoul in regenera- 

1 Cor. xx. tion is not the im 


49. 


age of the earthy, but of 
the heavenly man; which, ſaich the ApoRlle, 
we ſhall bear, in contradiſtinction from the 


image of the ſirſt 7 Adam, which we are 


fireet Sermons, Vol. II. p.94. 


faid to have born, in the ſame verſe. Rut 
as chis does not immediately fall under my 
cConſideration, I ſhall only give you one 
paſſage out of the late . 12 Bragge's 
- firſt ſermon on juſtification; Chriſt, as 
<< the Lord aur righteouſneſs, bas brought 
in ſuch a way of knowing and enjoy ing 
« God, as the firſt Adam, and his cove- 


«, nat, were utter ſtrangers to“ e. 


Secondly, Had Adam bad e iin ile 
he bad not fallen at all; and ſo * WE 
by Chriſt had not Deck neceſſary, therefore 
had not been; yea, all the deſigns of God 
which were directed to, and (hall iſſue in 


Eph. i. 6. the praiſe f bis glory, "i the firial and ever- 


ſtare: of his own choſen, upon che 
plan and foundation of election, and 8 
venant of grace, had been fruſtrated. 


That 


6g 
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That there, had been no need of 2 Re. 

deemer; had not man fallen, nd need of a 

diſcharge from the curſe of the law had hat 

fin enter'd, and we thereby become gbiley 

before God, needs no proof; both texelstiaan 

and reaſon give in their joint and full avs. 

dence for it. We had then been, in te 

% the law of Ood, in the-candininn of ſtand- 

„ ing angels; and all that fuer paſe and grare 

of I 24icb\ was given as in lr: Year before.the 

« v began, in order to dboliſh death, and 

10 bring lite and immortality to light through/2 Tin. or 

the Goſpel, as the ich, would” 

have reſted there; becauſe: there would: have 

been no death to aboliſh. . For &y ene man fom. v. 

n enter d, and death by in. There remains 

no room for enguiry, but, — oy 

ahh. would have been p 2 

To 


temptation, had it been — 
which I anſwer, 

The Apoſtle. ſpeaking: af is new. life, 
faith, I @m crucified with Chrift z neverthe- Gal. ii. 
/ I live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me-. 
dle Now, though we cannot tell, how: Chriſt 
P © Wives in the ſoul of a ſinful man, as we can—. 
re Naot tell a great many of the myſteries in na- 
wre; yet it is plain from this, and other 
places in Seriprure, that Chriſt is the prin- 
tple and ſpring of life in his children, and 
Ip their continuance in life depends | 

: Becauſe I libs, ye ſhall live alſo. Chriſt . 
ag a believer have but ane life; and, 9 
br ſaid, both ſhall fail or neither. And 


That thou gh 


4 further Enquiry after Truth. 
* it is not proper to ſay, That Chriſt 
believes and repents, Cc. in the regenerate 
foul, but theſe are ſaid of the renewed 1 1 
1 yet 1 may conceive of them accordin 

Deut. Me Yes, * * 22 things brought oh 


xxxiii. 14. by the pk h he does not al- 
ways —_— in — with the ſoul. 
Now, if angels, who are not united to 


Chriſt, as the ele&, and called among 

Adam's race, are; and who therefore do not 

rtake of eternal life from Chriſt, as be- 

fever, who are in Chriſt, as the Kanes i it 

in the vine, do partake of it; and yet by con- 

Arming grace only are upheld. What rea- 

ſion can there be to ſoppoſe that if Adan 

| had partook of this grace in the ſtate of hi; 

integrity, he ſhould not, at leaſt, have been 
confirm d as well as they? 

The Scripture, in many places, favour 

this ſuppoſition, that the nature of che new 

principle is ſuch, that had it been in inno- 

dent Adam it would have kept him ſo, that g 

the evil one could not have touched bin z 

I will mention a few: 1 

Matt. xi. The kingdom of beaven is like unto . 

33. which a woman took and bid in three meaſurt! 

of meal till the whole was leauened. That i 

grace in the ſoul preſerves it ſelf, and ceaſet! 

Theft. not to work till the 0e Spirit, and jou! an 

v. 23- body be ſanctifiedt. 

ues - * Whoſoever drinketh of the. water: that 

14 ball give bim, ſhall never. thirſt; but ti 

el that I ſhall give vos foal be in him 

wa 


Mew 


* 
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well of” water ſpringing up ne everlaſting 0 
life. — : 
ue Apoſtle Penkigg of che regenerated = 
ſoul, faith,” it is born again, not of ccorruptt- 1 Pet. iy 
ble ſeed, but F incorruptible.-- The diſtin- 23: 
ction muſt, I conceive, lie between the ſeed 
of light, knowledge and love, ſown in the 
heaft of the firſt man Adam, who was made 
a living foul ; and that which is in and from 
the laſt Adam, a quickening ſpirit.” That 
feed was corruptible, though not corrupted, 
as it came out of God's hand, and ſo the 
beauty of that image was darkened, marred, 
vorrupted, and loſt ; but hit is unfading, in- 
corruptible, remaining through all the vari- 
able frames, and various diſpenſations' the 
foul paſſes under i in this world. *. 
i boſse ver is born of God doth not commit i John ii 
fin © For bis ſeed remaineth” in him, and be“. 
cannot fin, Cory ? be is born of God. © 
Now if this feed of God which remains, 
pA it ſelf, and keeps the ſoul alive in 
the midſt of ten thouſand deaths; 18 it not 
highly "reaſonable to ſuppoſe,” that if this 
ſeed had been ſown in Adam's heart before 
the fall, it would have made him proof 
againſt all che attempts of the devil? 
* Further, had Adam in innocency had” that 
fairh which is the evidence of things not ſeen, 
the” ſubſtance of things boped for, he could 
not have loſt the earneft, nor would that 
hope have been in vain; but as in us, the 
our of the —— of God ſhall reach vh- 
+." WP 


_ x4 


* 
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to the inheritance, it muſt needs have Jood 
ſo in upright Adam, or elſe it had not been 
the ſame; and ſo, according to what hath 
been ſaid, all the defigns of God upon the 
: foundation of * would have ben 
| fr uſtrated. | | 5 


| 057 1. But the children of God, who are 
1 Pet. ii. 9. called out of darkneſs-into God's marvellous 
Rom. viii. Iigbt, in whom the ſpirit of Chriſt is ſaid. to 
11. giwell, often fall; and ſometimes, they fall 
as if they had not been anointed with oil; 
therefore if our firſt father had had this prin- 
ciple, he might, notwithſtanding, have fal- 

len, as they do. 
+ Anſio. The people of God often fall, and l 
pierce themſelves through with many ſor- i 
ros; but their falls argue not the weak- 
neſs of the new-principle of grace, but the 
badneſs of the old principle of corrupt na- 
Rom. vii. ture; I am carnal, fold under fin, ſaith the 
44 21 Apoſtle, and therefore — when I would do 
good, evil is preſent with me. The caſe of 
Adam before, and of his recovered children 
ſince the fall, do not agree. He, in his inno- 
cent ſoul, had no ſin; they have nothing but 
ſin dwelling i in.their fleſh.” The Apoſtle, even 
after regeneration, ſpeaking of indwelling 
corruption, or luſt, which wars-againſt the 
ſoul, expreſſes himſelf concerning it, not as 
though it was a viſiter, or one that turns 
aſide to tarry for a 3 but as an inmate 
or. c inhabitant, that dn caken n up every 2 
ar 
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For I know that in me (that is in my pſt) Bow. vit 
dwwelleth no good thing. It is in us, and remains 
as long ae continue in theſe infected 
tabernacles, like the leproſy in the houſe un- Lev. xiv! 
der the law; which could not be cleanſed 45+ 
but by pulling of it down: Yet this ſeed of 
God remains,” and ſhall not ceaſe to be, till 
it ſprings up into everlaſting life. But John iv 
Adam had this advantage above his fallen 4. 
children, he had then no fin ; therefore it 
followsinoc,: that he might have fallen, if he 
had had this WE light, the ſpirit of 
org agrees 0 in £5 


- Ober, 2. If Adam had not * faith be- 
levers v no-] Z· have, chen was he not Per- 
ct. 


Anſw. 
A child is ſaid to be perfect, when it hath 
all the parts proper to a man, and well 
formd. Naab was ſaid to be perfect in bis Gen. vi. 9: 
generation.” And as there is a natural and à 1 Cor. xv. 
ſpiritual Body, an earthy and an heavenly ++ 


Adam had a Perfection! in its kind. 


_ 
Q - 
* 


ſtate, ſo there is a perfection of each kind! 

This firſt man, who is of the earth earthy, Ver. 400 
was perfect in chat kind, both in his know 8985 
ledge and enjoyment ; he was endowed with Eccl. vii. 
natural and moral perfection; every way ca- 
pable of enjoying God, through his works, 

to his content, in chat condition that it js 

rns pleaſed God to place him. But the ſpiritu- 

te al perfection, which the veſſels of _ 

mM. _ be raiſed unto, is of another kind, 

For 6 | reſpec 


8 es 8 8 7 8 * 


63 I further Enquiry after Truth. 
rreſpect both of ſoul and body, and conſiſts 
2 Cor. iv. in another way of Lnewing and emioying God, 
6. in and through a mediator; which is begun 
-*- - here, and (hall be compleated at the refurre- 
Phil. 1 i. ction, when Chriſt ſhall change our wilt body, 
that it may be faſhioned like unte his own 

glorious body; not like! Adam's before the 
, en fall, but Chriſt's after the 1 ; and 
* ſhall we ever be with the . b 


0⁰57 ect. 3. But F it Sold bo al- 
19 that Adam had not, before the fall, a 
Gal. i. 15. revelation of Chriſt, and ſo did not actually 
believe, as thoſe do, in whom it pleaſes 
God to reveal his Son; yet he had in Bis in- 
nocent ſoul a power and diſpoſition to be- 
lieve whatever God ſhould reveal, and in 
that reſpect may be ſaid to have had faith. 
Anſw, He had a paſſive capacity, as wax 
hath to receive the image from the ſeal, 
and in his pure nature nothing contrary to 
God. But if a capacity of receiving the 
manifeſtations and impreſſions of light be 
the having of thoſe impreſſions and images; 
1 Tim. i, will it not follow, that the Apoſtle Paul 
14 Was ſanctified when a blaſphemer and a 
perſecutor? Becauſe it is evident he after- 
wards received the impreſſions of divine grace 
renewing and reconciling him to God, of 
which he was capable. It's true, we fallen 
Rom. viii. creatures have in us that abominable enmity 
7- againſt God, Which was not in our nature 
15 i came out of God's hand, for which we 


are 


» 
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ate ſtiled children of wrath; yet this does Eph. ii. 3- 


grace of God, or the powerful impreſſions 

of light and truth, the knowing and enjoy- 1 Cor. 
ing the things which God has prepared for“? 
them that love him, any more than Adam. 

For he could not have known them without 

an internal revelation, which would have 
effected an inward change, as Doctor Good= 

win thinks; and we cannot withſtand it 


ſhall be willing in the day of thy power, The 
work of God in regenerating a ſoul is not 
wrought by moral ſuaſion, or by an offer or 
propoſal made to the reaſonable creature, 
and left there; which had it been made to 
innocent nature, would have effected no- 


e our minds not being ſuited and prepared 
* for the receiving and underſtanding of 
them,“ but by a powerful work called 


to be, when we had no exiſtence, as refuſe 

this ſecond more powerful work. We could Eph. i. 
as well not have ſeen when God brought*? 2. 
us into this world, as not believe, When 
God, bo commanded the ligbt to ſbine out o/: Cor. iv. 
darkneſs, ſhines in our hearts to give the light of 

the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chrift, No; when God opens the 
underſtanding, Truly the light is, ſweet; and Eecl. xi. 
2 pleaſant thing it isi ſor the eye lo bebold the © 
ſun. Shall not he, who breathed into man 
nnn  & the 


not render us uncapable of receiving the Tit. iii. 3. 


when God is pleaſed to work. Thy peoplePlhal. cx.3. 


thing; The original light and abilities of““ Owen. 


creation; and we could as well have refuſed EPh. i. 1c. 


% 


bound to love him, 


4 Further Enquiry after Truth: 


the breath of life, have acceſs unto the ſoul 
which he hath created, and make what im- 
preſſions and enlargements he ne even in 


an infant of days? 


Objett. 4. The · law of God handy a 
reaſonable creature to love the Lord with 
all his ſoul, with all his mind, and all his 
ſtrength, which cannot be without faith in 


Chriſt; therefore the law muſt needs com- 
mand faith. F 


Anſw. It is man's duty; where the Goſpel 
does not, as well as where it does come, to 
love the Lord with all his ſoul; mind; and 
ſtrength ;. but they are not Gnners for not 
loving with more than all the ſtrength God 
ever gave, which the objection makes them 
to be. Angels of light, under the law of 
nature, love God with all their ſtrength, 
though they have no intereſt in the Lord 


Jeſus as a Redeemer, and therefore no faith 


| Adam had love 
put into his heart, which was drawn out to 


God his Creator, for the benefits beſtowed 


upon him, before he knew God in a Media- 
tor, as the object of Goſpel- faith, or need- 


ed ſuch a proviſion” or diſcovery of it to 


make him 8 py. Thus his poſterity are 
Bur further, whereas 


the objection urges, they cannot love God 
without faith in Chriſt, therefore they are 

commanded to believe in him in order to 
"_ God. It * heew obſerved, that 
"r= 
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man could have loved God without the 
knowledge of a Redeemer. And now I 
would aſk, are not finners, by the ſame 
way of reaſoning, commanded to regenerate 
themſelves, and ſo that is made their duty as 
well as believing, ſeeing they cannot love 
God unleſs they be regenerated ? Hence if 
this cm proves any thing, it proves toe 
much. | 


Object. 5. But the Goſpel is a blefling 
where it comes, and affords an opportunity 
for all to be ſaved if they will; therefore 
the not improving this opportunity will be 
their condemnation. | » 

Anſiww, The force of this objection is aba- 
ted, by what has been anſwer'd to an ob- 
jection before; yet as here it appears in a 
different form, and ſeemingly ſtrengthen'd, 
I muſt rake notice of it. BEE 

I grant the Goſpel brings a bleſſing along 
with it where-ever it comes; the Lord Luke x. 
ſending his diſciples, whither himſelf would 
come, to gather his ele&t from the four 
winds. And whereas the dark corners: of 
the earth are filled with the habitations of 
cruelty,” tbe leaves of the tree of life were for Rev. xii, 
the healing of the nations; though the fruit * 
is only for the children to feed on, as the Rev. i, 
hidden manna ſecretly given. Where the 
word is received into an honeſt, or ſantifi 
ed heart, bringing forth fruit to God in a Rom. 
converſation Aroming the Goſpel of Chriſt,” + 

Se ee nmaati- 


72 A further Enquiry after Truth. 
nations, towns and neighbourhoods, are of- 
ten reform'd and benefited thereby. This 
is a providential favour, and men ought to 
acknowledge it, in attending upon the word, 
and imitating the beſt examples; leſt by 
ſinning againſt this light they heat the fur- 
nace hotter, and pull down fiercer venge- 

ance on themſelves. But it ought to be ob- 
ſerved, that though the abuſe of temporal 

favours will aggravate the guilt, and conſe- 
quently the plagues of them who are not 
ſaved by grace; yet the improvement of 
temporal favours will not procure eternal 
ſal vation. The Goſpel, bleſſed be God for 
it, with the exemplary lives of thoſe who 
received the truth in the love of it, hath, in 
a comfortable meaſure, healed chriſtendom, 
and brought kings in general to govern by 
wholſome laws, and kingdoms to act with 
more humanity than the Pagan world, 
Kings acknowledge that they hold their 

Prov. crowns of Jeſus Chriſt, - by whom kings reign, 

vi. 15. and princes decree juſtice; and promiſe to 

uſe the power he entruſts them with in the 

Fal. ii. 10, adminiſtration of juſtice, according to his 

1 12. word, which God requires them to do. 
Iluhus the Goſpel is a benefit where it 

comes. Tbe beaſts of the field, ſaich the 

„ iü. Lord, ſpall praiſæ me; the dragons. and the 
©- — owls; Becauſe I give waters in the wilder- 

neſs, and rivers in the deſert, to give drink 
to my people, to my choſen. But to make the 
Goſpel an opportunity for all ata be faved if 
444 1 1 g e) 


. 
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they will, when we are aſſured by the word, 
and inform'd from the pulpit, that there is 
not, nor can be, ſuch a iin the creature, John vi. 
till God works it by his grace, overturns the! 
notion of opportunity; for, what is oppor- 
tunity of having a thing, but bringing that 
thing within poſſible conditions to the crea- 
ture? Beſides, how does this low and cold word 
opporrunity agree with the abſoluteneſs of 
God's covenant, which ſecures the ſalvation 
of his choſen upon abſolute. promiſes ? All John vi. 
that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me, and | 
bim that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt | 
out, And again, T7 by people ſhall be willing Pf. cx. 3. 
in the day of thy power. Here is an abſolute 
promiſe, which vaſtly tranſcends, and is as Iſa. lv. 9, 
far above a bare opportunity as the heavens 
are higher than the earth. Does the Goſpel 
eſtectually bring ſalvation unto all? Or 
only offer an opportunity to all? It is 
evident it does not effectually fave all; and 
co make it an opportunity of ſalvation upon 
conditions, is to deſtroy the nature of..che 
Goſpel, and make it a new law, offering 
life and ſalvation upon terms and conditions 
to be perform'd by the creature, notwith- 
ſtanding what may be faid to the contrary. 
But why muſt it be ſuppoſed, that God 
offers an opportunity to all to be ſaved? 
And, how can we underſtand it to be a pri- 
vilege and bleſſing, to have an opportunity _-: 
upon impoſſible conditions? And eſpecially, 
ſeeing the duty ſuppoſed. to ariſe from this 


7 
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opportunity is a W — of dam- 


nw" 


To the feſt fone anfwes; « That God 


* affords an opportunity to all, that he might 


« vindicate himſelf, that is, his juſtice, or 
« his mercy, or boch, from the charge his 
« creatures might probably bring againſt 
« them.” This ſuppoſes, I conceive, that 
God will be brought to the creatures bar to 
give account for his conduct towards the 
works of his hands; which indeed, chrough 
the amazing and confounding pride of our 
hearts, 1s frequently done. We quarrel at 


His righteous decrees; we quarrel at his 


vil becauſe he is 


gracious diſpenſations, our eye being e- 
good; and we fall out 
with him as Jonab did, about the ſha- 
dow of an herb; ſuch is the monſtrous 
deformity of fallen nature! But admitting 
this, that God was atraign d, his juſtice 


needs no vindication. Now we know, that 
 tohatſoever things the law ſaith it ſaith to 


them that are under the law: That every 
mouth may be flopp'd, and all the world be- 
come guilty 2 Cod. The ſaved of the 
Lord juſtify bim in his ſayings, and clear 
him when he is judged: They own, that 
had they been ſent to hell, che ſentence had 


ben juſt, and wonder that they are not 


there; and as for the reſt, who are of the 
works of rhe” law, their guilty conſcience 


Vill flop their mouths at the bar of God, 
„ and f | cher with Judas, ſullen, to their 
place. ch It 
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If chis is deſigned to vindicate God's mercy, 

it is an ill concerted ſcheme. For to pretend 
co vindicate God's mercy to all, by a way that 
does not manifeſt” the fame mercy to all, 
* BB which would have effected their everlaſting: 
; I falvarion, very illy anſwers its deſign. Fur- 
t cher, it furniſhes no plea for the merey of 
t God towards the nations and people where 
che Goſpel never came; and with reſpe& to 
e 
t 
r 


them, it is left as defenceleſs as the doctrine 
of abſolute election is ſuppoſed to leave it 
with us. But ſuppoſe the Goſpel had offer- 
ed an opportunity of ſalvation, where- ever ic 
comes, and that it had been preached to every 
man in the world, and fallen angels had not 
had it too as an opportunity of falyarion for 
them; God's mercy would have been liable 
to be impeach'd by them for the ſame rea- 
ſon; ſo that this anſwers not its defign. - 
To the ſecond, How can ĩt be conceived 
te to be a bleſſing (as this worthy author muſt 
ebe underſtood ro mean) to be commanded, 
under pain of damnation, to do what is ab- 
e ſolutely impoſſible for a creature to do? 
Would any of us think it a privilege and | 
bleſſing to be required and commanded by = 
the prince upon the throne, under pain of 4 
death, to build our ſelves a manſion houſe 

in the ſtars? Vet this would be as eaſy for 

us to-do as to quicken our ſelves when dead 

in treſpaſſes and ſins, which muſt be before 

we can believe. It is a ſupernatural act, 
c 

- vert 
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verted ſinners; which the late Dr. Ridgley, 
of immortal memory, expreſly. denies, Vol. II. 


page 9. where ſpeaking; to an objection, 


which ſuppoſes, that we hold that God 
commands men to put forth ſupernatural 
acts of grace, though they have no princi- 

of grace in them, ſaich, - But let it be 


10 conſidered, that this Gad no where com- 


« mands any to do. 


And here I will add a paſſage from the 


mouth of that late eminent man of God, 
Mr. Gouge, which 1 had from the notes of 
one who wrote after him, whoſe reputation 
among the godly demands credit. To 
« change faith into obedience. is to change 
<« the Goſpel for the law; and in a ſenſe to 
« ſay, you may, obey a keene inſtead of 
« believing.” 
Let us enquire, upon A ſuppolition, that 


$9. *® © 


* rents in Eden before the fall, of his deſigns 
Chriſt, as he declares chein. in his word, 
and by them that have preached the Goſpel, 


how they would have been affected with it, 


and how differently it affects us, who are 
delivered from the power of darkneſs, and 
are tranſlated into the kingdom of his dear 
Son; which may clear. and confirm the an- 


ſwers to the third and fourth ee 


above. 


radiſe, 


Firſt,” Suppaſe:C God, 15 then pleaſed 0 
WS to Adam a defign of . raiſing. him 


pere by taking him out of his earthly pa- 


See ee aa a CDC.) on 
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radiſe and from his then acisfyingenjoyrtients, 
to be wirt him in anothet᷑ room above the 
viſiblo created heavens; and that his com- 
pauy ſnould be che bright angels; and more- 
over; one ih his on nature fhould be hedde 
of them all: Whatever expectution ben 

Il, 


hæve begotten in- bim, in: — could not 
while the! ſtosd/ito yield aſſent to the truth 


and goodneſt of: bar Gad Hood ſay to 
him; wouldathis have made him“ — i i. 12. 
4 par talae of the inheritance öf the ſaints in 
liabe I conceide id would not; for thete 
\ nuſt be an internal mostneſe and ſuitable 
4 before there can be an enjoyment 


of any thing. Now Adam's higheſt perfe- 
F ction esche rb nen, of che earth earthy, 
was ſuited tothe enjoyment of God in a 


. lower: way, and altogether aceording to the 
"4 covenant of works. And ene without 
à ſupernaturàl work of which we 
- paſs under itt regeneration, eabeying his ſoul 


4 from that natural way of knowing and en- 
„ oying of God into another way of knowing 
him in a Mediator, and enjoying of him in à Eph. i. 5. 
nearer relation by Chriſt, he would have 
retained hat Go Was before. Lie muſt 
have been born again of the: Spirit, as our John ii. 
Lord ſaid td NMicodemus, or he could not; 
have ſeen herkingdom. And this receives 
„ the condition of angels 
who'thoughithey behold the face f Bes Mun 
nd have ſeen all that hath paſſed in the. 10. 
ſorld ſinee the beginning, have een the Tim. ii. 


myſte= 16. 
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— 1 ii. — of godlineſs; yet are faid, now to learn 
by the church t 3 wiſdom of God; 
which implies, that the church, in her low 
Eph. i. eſtate, by the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
17- KknowsthatofGod, which thoſe cloud intel- 
ligencies do not kno-ow-. 
We know there was not, nor could . 
have been in any of us, a ſanctified deſite of 
going to heaven, had there not been a ler- 
5 ing of ſomewhat of heaven into the ſoul; 
tio 5. which the Apoſtle calls, the /ove of God ſhed 
ebraad-in tbe beart, as the ſtrength and con- 
fidence of hope. When any expteſs a deſire 
ol going to heaven, being in unregeneracy, 
it can mean no more than that, whereas 
they feel pain and ſorrow by reaſon of affli- 
ions, Cotes and diſappointments, from 
their low, earthy, and ſinful Pe: -and 
at times uneaſineſs ariſing from guilt unre - 
moved, they would be freed from theſe 
_ things; which, if 1 may ſo call it, makes 
but 2 negative heaven, there being in all 
this no real poſitive enjoyment: But that 
which is our meetneſe for heaven is an 
inwrought work, which gives the ſoul 2 
2 Cor. taſte. Wow be that; has wrought ut for this 
V. 3. elfe ſame thing is God, "who hath: ulſo given 70 
u tbe earneſt of: bis Spirit. This is what 
Heb. the Apoſtle means by  zrdwing in your 
8 Alves; as if he had ſaid, ye do not know 
barely by the word, but by an inward ex- 
1 bet. n. i. Perience, having taſted tbat the Lord it 
+ BNN The joys of r . 2 


4 
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in degree, dos pe in, kind, to the faved of 
the Lord. N e 

Secondly, Had God been FN to deliver „ 
to Adam a. copy of his will, and of his co _ , 
venant tranſactions with, , Chriſt, in bm Col. 1.74 | 
we have redemption tbroug 5 bis blood,.. the = 
forgiveneſs of fins ; would it have been legi- 9 
ble to him? That the things therein would 
not have appeared to view, as they do to, 25 
may be ſuppoſed from their nature and end- 
The precious things brought forth by che Deut. 1 
ſun, as I may ſay, were not ſuited, to, his ü. 14 
fiſt ſtate, but to ours: The proviſians made 
for the election of grace .hefare; Fs Were 2 Tim. i. 
not to deſcend and flow down up n them) ] 
but as veſſels of mercy in time, "The Geld r 
gives account of the bread. of life, the balm 
of. Gilead, the robe of righteouſneſs, to CO» 
ver the naked; with every thing neceſſa 
to, and ſuited for the relief and ſuccour o 
the poor and needy, Bos Adam, | before the up 
fall, bd not guilt nor fear; had no wound; 
loew no want of bread t0 eat, Or, raiment 
0 put on; had no defect in the frame, of 
tzture, but God was breathing on him pror 
ſperous gales ; now had theſe, tidings been 
brought to bis ears, what could he bave 
under ſtood of them? Neither the things, Dr. Owen. 
nor che revelation of them, being ſuited 
to a ſtate of integrity. There being no 
ſuitableneſs in them to his caſe, he could, I 

ui eonceive, have been no other wiſe taken 
pow! = ng angels are, nor 1 


8 


+ * 


P — —_ my b. 


16 tuch; fot they, ſome way or other; ſee Ml _ 
relief handed out to the miſerable, and beat ot 
Rev. v. the praiſes * of ' recovering metcy. ſung by il 
9, 10- them; but there was no ſuch objett of met- lo 
Ni eh for Adam to have looked upon, no ſuch 
Praiſe te to have raifed 11. attention and won- 
. TY "+> Ar 8 * N 
1 - perfect pealth and ſounduelg de not diſpol 
| the creature to hear and receive with glad. 
Mart, ix. neſs the tidings of a remedy: *The whole feed 
[+ 1 "not a-p fievon: What is food and raimem 
125 - 'ofie chat is not hungty nor heedy, having 
o ſenſe of want? And though men now; 
AF *Wir the fall; have ſome conſciouſneſs of 
*"guile and want; and may ſpeak Chriſt fair 
If, Ki. 7. of the account of his ſufferings, his patience 
in his afflickions, and love for all the hatred 
that was teſtified againſt him, as they re- 
ceibve his Kory by an hiſtorical faith; yet 
whilſt they continue "unchanged, and the 
vail not taken away, they ſee no beauty not 
excellency in Chriſt. But the ſoul that ſees 
its miſery, feels its wound, diſcerns its na- 
kedneſs and want, is convinced by the Spi. 
rit, as an indwelling principle of light, o 
che ſuitableneſs of Shriſt to its vwn caſe; it 
is taken with the great deſigns of God 5 
bim, and at times will, and does with i 
ward 3s merry mo and. feet affection pro- b 

Song v. nounce him, The chiefeſt' among ten thou: 
10, 16. 2 yea, that he is altogether lovely, But, 
| '.- Thirdly, Suppoſe the ſun had ſhined out 
upon innocent nature, as the ſun of righte. 
Cl 9 ouſneſ 
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a; ouſnefs ſhines out upon vs, veſſels of metcy 

by would it have wrought equal wonder, equal 

t. love, equal reverencef 7 0 

4k 1: If it be allow'd, that it would have ad- 

1  vanc'd innocent natute, and ſet it wondering | 

end praiſing with ſtanding angels; yer the ad- _ 

5 Vance not being from ſo great adeep, the work 

a. Wl would not have been ſo great, and the wonder 

„not ſo great. And as there would have been no 

em toom for diſcriminating grace to have diſ- 

ing n ſelf, as it does now, thete would not 
aye been the inquiry and admiration, why | 

oll me; and not another? Lord, how is it, . that John xiv a 


HS 
#,. + 9 1 
GS „ 


fair ben wilt manifeſt thy ſelf unto us, and not a2 45 
nee nte tbe world; Men raiſed and advanced in 
red ſtate of integrity would haye contempla - 


ted and admired God in his greatneſs, his 
unſearchable goodneſs; but that ſhining at- 

tribute merey had made no appearance, had 

found no place, becauſe the creature was 

nor become miſerable.” . Yea, love had not 
ippear'd in its full luſtre ; his al! wwi/dom' and Eph. i. M. 
prudence had been yet concealed ; all theſe 

lor ies being in Chriſt, they are open d and 
difplay'd by the redemption we have in him. Luke 

In the caſe ſuppoſed, our firſt parents/would® 24. - 
have found ' themſelves amazingly raifed ; 
ot as they had not been wounded they had 


44:1 


: deen rangers to a cure; but their fallen po- ies 
ut, lerity, on Whom the /n of ee ee. 4 
Pobeſriſes wich healing in his wings, they feel a 


Ide account of It. 


* 
7 G 
— 
* 


ure, and are filled wich wonder and joy on Pal. 
| DDD ci. 3. 


2. The 


| | | - N 
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2. The ſuppoſed glorious ſhine upon pure 
nature would not have wrought the ſame, 
or equal love, as it daes in fallen man, Love 
to God, in pure natute, I humbly conceive, 
aroſe from that loye which was manifeſted 
by the God of nature.; it Was be by 
bounty and goodneſs let in upon the reaſon- 
able creature; whereby it was made to em- 
os its God as a bounteous. creator and 
benefactor; and. this ſeems, to be its height 
Plal. iv. a. by the law of nature. All God's creatures 
either Ani angels, of, recovered; men, 
muſt with all humility ay with the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. xv, By the grace of God I am what I am. Wha 

10. Mu th | . 1s, 
is loye to God in the heart of a poor crea- 
tyre, but the effect of the love of God let 
e upon, che. foul e n e 
 fr{t loved us, There would nat, there could 
| or, in reverence. be it ſpoken, have been 
uch beamings.in, of the love of God in all 
its various glorious forms upon innocent na- 
u tufe, either man before the fall, or elect an- 
gels, as upon fallen ſinful man. To con- 
clude that love would have been the fame, 
or equal in the creature, had it not fallen, 
and then been recovered by the love of God 
through Chriſt in a way of compaſſion and 
Luke mercy, is to argue be de. the rule. There 
v . was, ſaid our Lord to Simon, A certain cr. 
Liter which bad two debtors : The, one owe (, 
ue bungred pence, the other fifty. And whe 
1 2 nothing to pay, be. frankly forga" 
dn both, Tell me, be, ue e ti 

9% > 5 1 by. 
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will love bim moſd.. Simon anſwered and 
faid,” I ſuppoſe that he to whom. he' forgave 
moſt. And be ſaid unto bin, To haft | 
rightly judged. In the former cafe love bad 74 
looked down upon man on even ground, 
and drawn him up to heaven; but in the 
latter it looks down upon man as under 
ground, yea, in the depths of hell, and rai- 
ſes him from thence: For great is thy mercy Paal. 
towards me; and thou baſt deliver d my foul ä 
from the loweſt bell. 

3. This fills it with the hbigheſt joy, and 
bows it with the deepeſt reverence. He Fal. xl; 
brought me up alfo out of an horrible pit,” out © * 
of the miry clay, and be ſet my feet upon 4 
rock, and eftabliſhed my goings. And. put 4 
new ſong into my mouth : The ſweeteſt praiſe 
for the benefits. What ſhall I ren- Pal. 
der to tbe Lord? When the foul is led to ci. 12; 
look into the deeps, the depchs of our miſe- 

ry by ſin, the bottomleſs pit into Which we 
wel fallen, and diſcovers chere the depths 
of mercy” that founded the depths of our 
miſery and dre us out; then proſtrate ar the 
throne of grace are our ſouls, our inward 
powets, and cry out, O tbe depths of tbe kph. ii. 
riches, nat only of the wifdom and ring 
but of the loue and mercy of God too! 9" 

I would appeal to all, I would aſk all he 
ſaved of the Lord, When are you moſt fill- 
ed with abhorrence of ſin? Moſt humbled 
and bowid at the foot of God ? Made to 


G 2 | one 


walk in moſt tenderneſs and forbearance of bs * 


„ A. fe- Ragna duch 
one another in love? Is it not when you 
are led to look into the depths of your miſe- 
ry, ſet forth by the depths of God's mercy: 

Pal. M ben the pains of bell got bold of him, who 


exvi. 3. 


* 3 drank of the brook in the way; therefore hath 
e 
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CHAP. v. 


Of the principle of faith, and how it is im- 
planted in the ſoul. That as to its being, it 
comes not under the notion of a duty at all. 
Aith as a grace, and a new covenant 

* - bleſſing, comes in a way of divine ſo- 

| vereignty, and ſtands, : tro the creature, up- 

2 on the ſame foot as election, the covenant of 

grace, and imputation of rigbteouſneſs do; 

and is God's application of the ſalvation he 

hath provided to the ſoul ; and therefore 

Eph. ii. 8. called his ſaving of it. Its principle, and 

how wrought, we ſhall ſhew. 1 

Firſt, When grace comes down to dwell 

in the ſoul, it comes in the form of light, 

and as ſuch takes up its dwelling in the un- 

1 John v. derſtanding: He hath given us an under- 

20. ſtanding. It is not a ſhadow, as the Apoſtle 

ou u. faith, the law had, of good things to come, 

Heb. x. 1. but the very image of the things; as Chriſt 

Col. ii.17. is ſaid to be the image of the inviſible God: 


Hebs xi. 1. Now faith is the | ſubſtance] of things hoped 


— 


for 
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for (as well as) the evidence of things not 
ſeen. The Apoſtle John ſpeaking of it, calls 


it the truth that dwelleth in you, and ſhall ber] yon | 
with you for ever. | 

As light was the firſt beauty in the firſt y 
creation; And God ſaid, let there be light Gen. 1. 37 
and there was light, and God ſaw the light 
that it was good; ſo in this ſecond creation 
this light is firſt ; the eyes of their underſtand- Eph. i.1s. 
ing being enlighten d. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of this new creation's likeneſs to the firſt, 
faith, For God, who commanded the light to 2 Cor. iv. 
ſhine out of darkneſs, bath ſbined in our hearts, N 
to give the light of the knowledge of the ghry 
of God in the * face of Feſus Chriſt. | 

Had God made man before he command - 
ed the light, and plac'd him upon the un- 
form'd earth, the ſhapeleſs chaos had not ap- 
pear d, nor had man appear 'd to himſelf; fo © 
our ſouls, devoid of moral rectitude, chat a 
image enſtampꝰ d n us at firſt, and now 
defiled, and full © ugly deformity, fee not 
what they are, whilſt they remain unenlight- 
en'd : For the light does not give being to 
things, it diſcoyers them as they are; for Een 13. 
whatever doth male ane is ligbt. And 


# at Ke. nnn 2 
for faith; the creatures diſcover to reaſon, now eclipſed, the 
eternal power and godhead ; but God's glories are written, in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt as mediator- and ſaviour, and there it Rom. i. 30. 
D e eee his glories, and ſhall be 

of them to all eternity. That in the ages to . se 
2 forth the u riches f his * in bt a E ph. ii, 7 


through Chriſt. 
9 3 


there⸗ 


| therefore though the condition of man by 
the fall, and the rich proviſion God hath 
made in Chriſt, and proclaimed by the Go- 
ſpel, are the ſame before as they are after 
this work of God upon, or in the ſoul; yet 
Lak. 178. till che day. pr ing from on high, through the 
tender mercy f our God, vi ſit us, we diſcern 
neither our ſelves as we ate, nor what God 
hath prepared for us; but when the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ariſes, with healing in his 
wings, the ſoul makes in that light its ſe- 
cret remove from the covenant of works to 
i. that of grace. But what things were gain to 
me thoſe I counted Joſi for Chriſt; yea;. doubt- 
leſs, and I count all things but loſt, for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chri/t 
Feſus my Lord. And though there is, and 
will be a gendring to bondage ſtill, yet will 
75 be. a ceaſing from confidence in the 
This being the principle or ſeed ſown in 
| the ſoul, from hence ariſes what makes up 
a fuller. definition, or account We have of 


$- 


faith in the ſcriptures... , - 


* 0 — - 


1. It diſcovers the inward pollution of 
mature. The natural. conſcience, by com- 
paring the actions of life with the word, 

yea, the natural canſcience, where the 
word does not come, accufes and charges 
de gulf ef locde things upon it elf; yer 

Rom. ii. does it nat diſcover the ſpring from whence 

1, 415. they flow, and it doubts not but it can make 

ſome atonement, and beats it ſelf up in che 
r ' ö 7 a pride 
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pride of its 6wn doings: But this light diſco- _ 
vers the loathſome pollution that is within, Ia. M. 3. 
humbles and brings down the ſoul at God's Jon © 
foot. Wo is me, for T am undone, becauſe 7 WET 
am a man of unclean lips: For mine eyes bave 1 
ſeen the king, the Lord of hoſts, | 

2. It brings over the will. It does not 
make the ſoul bow by a kind of force or - 
violence put forth upon it; but that be- g 
comes its choice which before it had no vas - 
lue nor eſteem for. This anfwers the pro- 
miſe, Thy people pull be willing in the day 
of thy power. Lofty thoughts, and haugh- 
ty imayinarions about its own works and. 
doings, as the Phariſee had, are now Luk.xviii, 
brought down ; not becauſe the ſoul would! 12 
uphold them though it cannot; but it 
would let them go, would be found in Chriſt, Phil. ii. 
not having on its own righreouſneſs, but? 
the righteoufneſs of Chriſt. They that know Pal. 
thy name will put their truſt in thee, And tha '®- 
there may and do remain in the foul ma- 
ny faintings, and many fears, by reaſon of ſin, 
indwelling ſin; and thoughts now arife, that 
Chriſt will have nothing to do with one ſo 
vile, with one ſo unworthy ; this does not 
alter its will; no, but here it waits, and 
another thought of God's deſign to pardon 
and fave, keeps us from finking quite, and _ 
ſtays us at his foot. F thou, Lord, ſhouldffPhl.cxxx, 
nark iniquity,” O Lord; who” could ftand? © 
But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that bon 
nay/t de feared.” This light does not make 

5 84 -. "8 
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FR ſoul to fly from the Lord as guilty; but 

. to bow and rely upon him as en on; — 
To whom ſhall ue go? 

3. This * the ſoul to the Lord in 

/Jove and defire. It does not only make the 

. foul willing to be ſaved in this way, but 

begets in it a liking of it, and kindles love 

and deſire to it. The ſoul feels the bands of 


1 John iv. love, and moves towards it: We love him, 


19. becauſe he firſt loved us. The ſoul would 
not be as it was before, at eaſe upon the 

eſt covenant ; no, though it might. be 
ſuppoſed to think it ſhould not periſh yet 

it has found that which is better to it than 

its former eaſe and carnal ſecurity. It has 
Fohn x. taſted that the Lord is gracious, and follows 
Chap by him. The diſcoveries the Lord has made of 
himſelf affects the ſoul as the ſun does the 


— body; delights the eye in, beholding, and 


3% gratifies it with a ſenſe of feeling. Indeed 

When the Lord withdraws, the ſoul grows 

cold, and deſire languiſhes ; and though 

for a while, it may be, looks after him with 
languiſhings, as the eye waits upon a de- 
parting friend till out of fight ; and through 

fumes of corruption from within, the per- 
plexing cares of this life, together with the 

many baits the-adverſary prepares todraw off 

| our eye, to draw off our thoughts from Chriſt: 
In theſe circumſtances the ſoul falls aſleep, 

and we. have. no more ſenſe of the things 

of God than we have of the things of nature 

when we 3 on our beds; yet me 
the 
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chen it is the Lord makes his appearance, but 


as through the latteſs in an ordinance ; or Song iii. 


when we heat others ſpeaking of him, or9 
any other way he is pleaſed to appear: The 
ſoul. knows. him from a ſtranger; deſire 


awakes and moves after him: O that I were Job xxix.; 


as in months paſt, as in the. «0s when God 
preſerved me] 


Thus as a 
light, it owns its birth, breaths after the“ 5 
light; nor can it be ſatisfied without it. 


nejs e 


T ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake with 
likeneſs... 

- Secondly, As this principle i is 1 ſo it 
is immediately, and in a moment from the 
Father of lights. It cannot be conceived to 
be wrought in the ſoul but either in a way 
of perſuaſion or reaſoning, or by the direct 
ſhining of God. But if we conſider its na- 
ture as ſpiritual light; and that it is in all 
that are, or ever were, and ſhall be ſaved, 
among whom there are many that could not 
receive it in the former way; and the man- 
ner of the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of it in the 
Scripture, it will fully appear to be imme 
en and 1 from God. 

It 1s a ſpiritual light, which no man hath 
or can have without the ſpirit. When the 


ſopl is thus. favour'd with the  anointing : John ii, 


from the boly.one, ic hath ſome diſcerning, of? 
ſpiritual things, and till then it cannot diſ- 

cern them at all. This ingapacity did not 
alt come 


child of light, as born of the : Theſl. 


As Pal. xvii, 
for me, I ſhall bebold thy face in righteouſ-"5 
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come upon us by the fall; we loft our tt. 
ral rectitude, du not any of che ſpecial bleſ- 
ſings of the covenant, which were given 
In. liv. only in Chriſt. The prophet ſaith, Since the 
+ beginning of the world, men have' not heard, 
| nor perceived by the ear, neither bath the eye 
ten, O God, befides thee, hat be hath pre- 
pared for him that waiteth for him. 
theſe words, fince the beginning of the 
World, the prophet catries our thoughts 
back, beyond man's fall, even to his eſtate 
before fin enter'd; and in ſaying, none be- 
WW thee, excludes all creatures fr dom. having 
had this knowledge. The ſecret of the 
Eord, which is with them that fear him, 
through all this ſpace of time ſince the 
foundation of the world, is faid not to have 
been perceived by the car or the eye; how- 
ever God may be Rn cafe he bath 
PL. eri. heren the ſou | light, make uſe of both in 
27 carrying on the Work, See what che Apo- 
ſtle faith, how he declares the things of the 
Spirit unattainable, and that for à reafon 
that held as good before as fince the fall; 
x Cor. ii. * they are piritualiy diſcerned.” © 
„Many things are diſcoverable by reaſon, 
and a rational knowled e of the doctrines of 
the Goſpel is attainabſe by the uſe of the 
word; and men are highly to blame that 
they do not uſe their opportunity more, 
which would certainly anſwer their | pains 
whilſt here. It is an unhappy miſtake that 


We ate "OI wal to tell our „ 
that 
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that unleſs they get ſome ſpiritual benefit 
by that opportunity they had better have 

been any where than there; and at the fame 

time, if we preach the doctt ines of the Goſpel, 

we tell them, it's not in their power to get 
aay; and thus whilſt we preſs them to do what 

6 we tell them they cannot do, we diſcourage. 
| them from doing what is their reaſonable 
ſer vice; and which, if done, would render 

them pleaſant to themſelves and profitable 

unto others. How much better would ir 

be for youth to attend a ſermon, than to 
give their ears to hear the lewdneſs ane 
profaneneſs that is acting upon the common 
ſtage of the world; to employ their eyes in 
looking into the Scripture, the belt body of 

morals in the world; the moſt ſurprizing 
hiſtory, where all the wonderful facts rela _ 
ted are well atteſted, rather than to rea 
wanton plays and idle romances? Virtue 1 
its own reward here, though it does not 

merit heaven. But to the point in hand; 

reaſon is a ſerviceable light, bur not a ſaving 

light; We can fee many things by the light 

of a fire, by the light of a candle, but we 

can ſee the ſun only in his on light: 80 b / 
the ſpirit of a man, which is the candle of Prov. xx; 
he Lord, we ſee many profitable things for 1 

the prefent ſtate; bur Chriſt, the fon of i o 
1ghreouſheſs; is only ſeen in his own light 31 John v. 
ind till he comes, there is not one ray of: 
pir itual light in the ſoul. 4 


. Reas 
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- Reaſon is further uſeful, as it is ſub-ordi- 

'  * nated unto faith in the children of light. 
This ought to be attended to. The Apoſtle 

uſes perſuaſion. to ſtir up the children of 

Rom. xi. God to outward. obedience.” I beſeech you, 
% brethren, by the mercies of God, that you pre- 
ent your. bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, and 
acceptable. unto. God, which is your reaſon- 

able ſervice “. Vea, and the children of 

God reaſon with themſelves, and in them- 

Rom. vi. ſelves, in this light. Shall me that are dead 
Pat to. fin live any Jonger therein? And, what 
2 ſhall J render to the Lord for all his benefits? 
Rom. vi. Yea, and we know, that by comparing one 
9, 10, 11. thing with-angther, by the aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, in the uſe of our faculties, we arrive 

at a more particular and uſeful knowledge 

of che doctrines of the Goſpel, and an un- 

1 Chron. derſtanding of what Vrael aug be to do. But 
XL. 32. ag the principle of faith is a light above rea- 
| ſon, ſo it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 

it was wrought or . begotten by. reaſoning, 

bur by the revelation of che Holy Ghoſt. 

Job xi. There is @ ſpirit in man, and the iniratio 
8. of the Almighty gives bim underſtanding.” 
And ſeeing the principle of faith is one in 

| Eph. iv 5 all : There is one faith, For let the opini- 
ons of God's: people be ever-ſo diverſe, and 

| ever ſo many, and the difference ever ſo 
great as to degrees of knowledge, the * 


e Rom. M. 13—22. f ij, Tit fl. and 
jo all the epifles. 3 | Phil. 3 3 Or 
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A further Enquiry after Truth. 9 7 
ciple is one; and all are alike paſſive in the 
reception, or implantation of at principle. 
We were as paſſive in ir, as in our mother's 
conception of us. How different ſo ever 
che method of providence may have been 
" WW with us before calling, or after calling, as 
1 trying, afflicting and comforting; I am 
not able to conceive a different way in the 
fra “ quickening, but that it is immediate 
ly from the Lord. So concluding his way 

4 to de one in all, I would aſk, a io Pt 

Can it be ſuppoſed, that by reaſoning Job viii. 
from, or upon the word, God gave life to 15, 10, 
thoſe who were ſaved by grace before there 
was any part of the written word in being? 
Surely, no. Or, can it be thought, that 
infants are ſo wrought upon who are not 
capable of underſtanding one word; yet John iii.. 
theſe muſt be born again that die in infancy 
and go to heaven? And, beſides, there have 
been ideots who have given teſtimony for 
the grace of God; and ſome have been deli- Col. i. 13. 


Some have been at a loſs to make a judgment about their 
ate, becauſe they know not when the change was wrought. _ 
Says ſuch an one, I indeed find in my ſelf a need of Chriſt, conceive 
him to be a ſuitable Saviour, and ſometimes feel him precious 
mini- Wo my ſoul ; but as I do not know when this began, what can . 
and I make of it? To which I would anſwer ; as we don't know, 94 


7 


when we were quicken'd, nor how the bones grow'in the womb 
- fo / ber that is avieh child; So we may not know when God in- 
luſed life into the ſoul. But as there muſt be. life before. mo»: 
tion ; ſo there cannot be a new motion but there muſt be firſt a 
tew life, To the principle of life in the foul that is born again 
Chriſt and the Goſpel are as muſic to the ear, and as precious 
meat to the palate, or as milk to babes ; this carries its geyidence 
lit, Bleed is the people that know the joyful found, P. laxxix, 
"Fa ut ver dis- 


94 A further Enquiry after Truth. 
ver'd from the power of darkneſs, and tran- 
lated into the kingdom of his dear Son, who 
could nor read one word; and this was done 
before they ever heard the Goſpel preached. 
Reaſoning could not take effect here, but it 
muſt be by an immediate wor x. 
I will add a few places of Scripture, that 
perſuade me, that the firſt effectual work 
e the ſoul is inſtantaneous and imme- 


Eph. ul. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
+5* great love wherewith be loved us, even when 
dee were dead in fins; bath quickened us toge- 
ther with Chril, © #7 Of 
Col. ii.12. | Buried with bim in baptiſm, wherein alſo 
| you are riſen with bim through the faith of the 
operation of God, who bath raiſed him from 
T) be dead, Here the work is ſet forth by the 
reſurrection of Chriſt, which was by the 
glory of bis father, by his immediate power. 
The ſcatter d duſt of the ſaints, which is 
Rom. vii- kept by the ſpirit of Chrift that dwelleth in 
11- them, ſhall not be brought together by per- 
| ſuaſion, but by the Almighty power; and 


x Cor. xv. in 4 moment, in the twinkling of an eye. And 
Eph. ii. For we are bis workmanſhip, created” in 
10. 


Chrift Feſus. Let us only confider, whe- 
ther there were the leaſt ſpace of time be- 
tween the out- going of the divine command 
and the exiſtence of the creature? What ar- 
guments were uſed to perſuade the light to 
thine out of darkneſs, or, What perſuaſi ves 


- were 


furtler Enquiry. after Truth. 95 
; were made uſe of to Adam's duſt to receive 
, the figure of a man? Vet when God had 
, mags his creatures, and maſter-piece of all 
L is works here below, be ſuccoured, and up- 
t held him by the means of the other N : 

Sa when God hath put new life into the 
it ſoul, he ſanctifies and bleſſes his word and | 
k  ordivances, as means he hath. appoi inte, abr 
for the feeding, nouriſhipg, and building j. Jude 3 
up his ſaints in their m Boly | faith, 3 

Now ſeeing 983 work is at firſt wrough 
immediately by God, and comes up rought 

ſoul as liebe from the ſan; it [a4 Tha 
the poor ſoul that is dark, yea, darkneſs it Erh. v. 8, 
ſelf, may, in a moment, be made light in 
the Lord; and be made. to ſay, as the man 
in the Go 72 one thing I know, that erer | 
as I was b nd, now Ice. 228 

An infant may be made a W 
light as well as men of full age — — Je- Matt. 
ſus ſaith unto them, yea, Have ye never read, i. 

out of the mouths of babes aud ſucklings thau c 
haſt perfected praiſe? Here the 95 the 
fooliſh, yea, ideots, ſtand upon even ground 
wich the great, the noble, the wiſe men of 
4 2 world; Tot 00 as the lot as it 

in ms good in his t. For ye ſee. yaurs Cor. i. 
— calling, brethren, how that not 55 as 
men after the fleſh, not many n 

many noble: are called. But God bath che 
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Furthet, as Jeſepb's cup was ſecretly put 
tte Pee 7 225 ſo Bis bleſſing ove 

be ſecrerly- covey'd into the boſon of a 

| r ſinner of any way, of any denominati- 
on; whereby the fool | is made to ſee its mi- 
ſery, and feel its want, and is guided to 

1151 z. look to the Lord for mercy and forgiveneſs ; 
Jenn nt. 8. tho it may not be able to ſay, whence it com- 
e eth, nor 'whither it goeth, neither is able to 
3 much account of it. And on the other 
and, there may be thoſe who can fay many 
things from the word about regeneration, 
| wo? are N ee to the thing. 


42 * 


wo” * — 1 


Oh jel. Dr tile WE are called _ race 
3 fri to be begotten by the word, and 
' 15 . born again, not 'of *corruptible ſeed, but in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth' 
_ and abideth for ever. T herefore it is done. 
7 os in a way of reaſoning from the word,” | 


Anw. T he children of the ſecond Adam | 


| are begotren'into his image by himſelf, who 
x Cor. xv. was made a quickening Jpiri, - as the chil- 
45. dren of the fitſt Adam received their i image 
from him: They are not ſaid to be begotten 
> that word which was not fo ſoon'as time 

an, and when time ſhall be no more 


3 "hall ceaſe to be, but by that word which' 
IE Nl liveth and abideth for ever z which was with 


1 che Father; was made fleſh and dwelt with 


us, and now is in every one that believeth. 


The written word was deſigned, rather to 
be the means of the ſouls feeding, and- to 
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ite that it is paſſed from death to life, - + 


$0, work the firſt change; as writings. 
may ſatisfy a perſon of his title to an eſtate, 
though chey do not give him eyes to ſee it, 
nor to read his title. And as reaſon was not 
ſet in a Goſpel- way of knowing and enjoy- 
ing God, and till cakes a different courſe; 


: S 


* 
* 45 


And a law in my members warring againſt Rom. vil, 


the lau of my mind, &c. We have need of 
the written word to reprove our, carnal rea- 
ſonings, and keep our judgments right in 

the doctrines of the Goſpel; and to direct our 

ſteps; in the outward worſhip of God, and 
diſcipline! of his , houſe, which we ſhould Ia. vii, 
not: know! without the word. - Alſo God*® 
hath been pleaſed to give us the more fure 2 Pet. i. 
word f prophecy,. as a weapon againſt the“) 
adverſary, to repel the ſubtlety and. rage of 

men and devils — Taking the ſord of the Eph. vi; 
ſpirit, which is the word of God. There are 7 · 
many uſes of the word to the quicken'd foul, 

and to others; but it does not appear from 
hence, that it works the firſt life in the ſoul. 
But if it be allow'd, that the preaching 

of the word is a means of God's conveying 

life at firſt to the ſoul; can it be ſuppoſed, 


that a command, which is of the law, (and 
will always ſuggeſt, that it is the creature/s 


duty to do ſomething in order to its own 
ſal vation, and generally is underſtood: to 
ſuppoſe a power too) is ſo well adapted to 
anſſyer the, deſign,, as tlie preaching of the - 
Golpel, which is a pure doarine of graces 
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an. 4 further Kae aftes Truth. 
| Gal. 2. af mercy ? This only would ] learn 
received ye the" Spirit by the Works of 4 a 
or by the bearing of fanth? 27H 

From what hath been ad 156 vin. 
Bit the prineiple of faith is a ſuperhatural 
light, diſtinct from reaſon; and, that it 18 
Mee 17. from the Father of glory, by an immediate 
8 _ Hine through Chaco n ts ſoul; and ſo 
as to the principle, ic s God's act or work, 
not the creatures: How can we conceive 
chat faith, as to the being of the principle, 
comes under the nature or notion of a duty 
at all, without bringing the author of it un- 
Jer a law, which is unſuitable to his being? 
And ſeeing it is Mow'd to be # ſpecial part 
of God's falvation by grace, and d 3 pecu- 
liar privilege ; how came this alone to be 
Vvnder the law and not election, and other 
9 bleſſings of the new covenant? And dos it 
not ſtand upon an equal foot, to make crea- 
tion, regeneration, and reſurrection unto u 
Mare of glory, the creature's moral duty too; 
ſeeing this never was in the creature's power, 
any ** than thoſe? And as it cannot be 
cConcetved the duty of us creatures to be, it 
being the pure ſovereignty of God that gave 
us being; yet when it pleaſed God to make 
us, and to bleſs and adorn us with all the 
dues of nature, as Dr. Goodwin calls the mo- 

ral rectitude, God created us in; it Was dur 
duty to live to his glory: So When it plea- 
ii.10. fed God to create us in Chriſt, we are under 
tt "the e ties 'of love: Ard grace to 
| — oe 


of von, 


ee e * Trath. 99 
praiſe him, aud MAgaify him through time, 


las 
i rinciple of light will abide whene- 


G "4s s token of Godly vour, and 
5 7 heart that knows its n bitterneſs, Prov: 
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F: has view of ſeveral rekts produced by t 72 9 1 
fut lor, wil bus regſonings on them, 48 * 
WEE our ſentiments. en id lo ei 

; Aae 

8 we. have reaſon 1 co | luppoſe it was 

one delign of this author to expole\to  .--- 
contempt the labours of. that eminent fere 

vant. of Chriſt, Mr. Huſſey; ..it may not be 10 

er, 0 refer. the reader to the book” | 

and page 3 — 25 hath, 92 05 bis ſenſe of .. 
many of 5er made ule of 1 in che 
modell, n that upon the. comparing 
them, Ke Seine enquirer may judge, 

wh the. two have given ao we 

confi 5 ene 7 * A 
Here it muſt -be-oblecvcd, that this author 

bach. two things, to de; 1. To. ſhew > char 

* as be W | 0 Upcobraried 

"th 


finners, 


0 4 further Enquiry FAT Track. 


finners. 2. That they command them, as ſuch, 

to believe in Chriſt with that faith which is 

called ſaving. If he fails in either of theſe 
his aſſertion falls to the ground. The foun- 

SY dation he lays in 

P fal. ii. 10, 1 1. From the ee here, 

To kiſs the Son, this author argues the duty 
of unconverted ſinners to believe in Chrift. 
But it follows not hence, unleſs the phraſe 
be uſed in no other ſenſe elſewhere; and if it 


were not, unleſs the analogy of faith, and 


the light 'of the context, oblige us to un- 
derſtand 3 it ſo, it is poſſible it may have ano- 
ther meaning here. I conceive he hath nei- 
ther of theſe to ſupport his inference. For, 
Prov. to iſs, may intend to receive inſiruttion, as 
aiv. 26. Yhen a ſcholar receives doctrine from the 
| lips of his maſter, And it is uſed for a teſti- 
mony of homage to and acknowledgment of 

_ king; as when Samuel is ſaid to kiſs Saul; 
r Sam. Then Samuel roof a vial of oil, and poured it 
* on Saul's head, and | Riſſed him. And to 
God- is kiſs of homage ſome refer theſe words. 
win's Jew. Both theſe are the duty of kings and judges 
Lib. z. to do, and they themſelves profeſs to do 

P- 108. them; where the Bible is received. 

That this place does not intend: a general 
call ro faith in Chriſt, appears from its be 
ing directed to Kings and j judges, and not tc 
all men. 
And that it does not intend a call EM 
lieve in Chriſt, according to the ſenſe of th 
| queſtion, 1s evident from what the aut 
aa, R711 FR = 


uriber Enquiry after Truth. on; 
calls © motives to their mentioned duty, viz. 
« dread of Chriſt's anger and kindled wrath:”. 
For though dread of anger and wrath may, 

nd often does reſtrain a creature from do 
ing what its vicious appetite luſts after; yet =Y 
is it none of the ſweet cords that draw the Hoſea xi. 
ſoul to Chriſt, or, that conſtrains it to loye: 
and obedience when it hath received him. 1 
Beſides, this makes them motives to dead ſin- 
ners to quicken themſelves ; which being 
God's act, ney, the creature's, man is not pur 

upon doing of. It was man's fin to deſtroy Hoſea 

a moral life; but it is not man's fin that he“ - 
hath not a ſpiritual one. It is God's eternal 
grace that gives Me: When we creatures Tit. 1. 1. 
uſe motives, we ſuppoſe life, and an habic 
or capacity of being moved. Who of us 
will offer to delight a blind man by holding 
colours before him? Or draw a deaf one af- 
ter us by melodious ſounds? Men may and 
ought to be ſtirred up to rational and moral 
acts by proper motives ; and thoſe that ſlee p 
may be awaked and rouſed up; but the dead 
cannot be made alive thereby. No, the 
ſou] muſt firſt be quickened e er it moves, 
or before external motives can poſſibly take 
effect. What motives can be laid before the 
dead (as all in unregeneracy are ſaid to be) Eh. ü. 1, 
to excite them to vital acts? And what bet-" * 
ter ſucceſs could we expect, than if we 
ſhould go into the church- yard, and uſe 
motives to the dead to raiſe themſelves? 


i a 9 * 1 — . 
off 47 q — 7 * # 4% ry 5 : 4 g - SO ͤ & & * d * 4 + * hn 
5 : | N 

# d QI 
14 IT 3 - 4 
cos 


rer A Sia —— | 
Vor is there the Tate ground t6/exhbre 
alte belesen Erin xs eh Fig 
| chere is for all Kitigs athd Jödges t6 be fab 
Matt. xx. ject unto him. For or e dh dot give Himfeff 
2. a fünſbm for all che individuals df mankind; 
bur de is the price of the Kings of the 
FA Karth; ald the Father will gier hitm the 
erben fer bi iubetitame, att the utter. 
eee ee 0 W 13.5 
* wiſe, no, ther 
bly Have reſpect LH OR ke 177 10 Ant 
©2275 Wyes' hom God will call by gracg, and 
rel wüke willig in the' day 575 Power ;"or. 
- cxxxvil- mere extenfively to Kings and judges, to 
+3" ay the ſeeprers he bath given Renn. and 
uſe the power he hath entrüſted chem with, 
for the dutward Faden welfare of his 
chureh in the Kir doms' "where Be 11 1 
. ther to rule, This ſees plain! 
lun. Gavin ſenſe of the tekt- Laber 
Lib. 4. & il kings and rulers to kiſs the Son of 
N 5. 4 God, he does not bid them, giving over 
„„ their authority, bind themſelves 908 to 
4 a peivare life, but fubmit the powet they 
« heat! to Chriſt, that he alone may have 
&eminente above all.” 8177 
0 "Pal. iv. 2, 3, 4, 5 This Palins as Pit 
Fs Gk Was penned on the revolt of the 
© 2 Sam. &. tribes undder eba; and if ſo, it contains an 
1,2 G&xhortation to them to retutn to 1 
Ver. 4. fol King, Hegg had Tet apatt for 
Ver. 5. and to oft vy fibe; "Which ont were com- 
manded or 9 177 do, but the church, 
143% an 


and yet the Lord cannot give them up I. * 7%. 


Aferther Enquiry after Truth. 20g 
and har only upon his own altar in Feru: . 
ns Bur ic A aid, they were unconverted, be- 
[ores they turned David's glory into ſhame, Ver. 2. 
ved vanity, and followed lyes. 

.- Anſw.: It follows not, that they were un- 


regenerated, any more, than that Epbraim 


was, of whom God ſaith, He went on #0; If. lvii. 


 wardly in the way of his own heart ; or thaſe 718 


whole ſtory God gives in the ſixteenth chap» 
ter of Ezekiel; or thoſe whom God calls his 
own. people, who are bent 10 backfliding Hol 


deed they did very wickedly: But, If thou, Pl. err. 
Lord, ſhouldft mark iniquities ; O Lord, who+ 
ſhall hand? Beſides, he treats them in the 
following verſes, not as he is wont to trag 
1 enemies, but "We; a. BY 

nels, 


To che triumphant demand, „ And who, Pare 6. 
C in the fear of God, can ſay, that though 


0 God did command As: yer I ng 
t their duty? 

I anſwer, no body. . But ham dara this 
prove they were unconverted ſinners? Ra- 
ther, that py knew him as the odieck of 
their, truſt. 

Prov. i. 2023. 88 This, fays the auth | 
% 16 2 ial command to turn, h ph 


*<« muſt include 5 converſion, 48 


« therefore faith, 
> £Linſw: The text Jer. iii 22. Go, and pro- 
claim theſe words toward: the north, and — 


Lake 


+ (- 8 A further Enquiry aft Trunk 


Return thou backſliding Iſrael, "ſaith the 
Lord, includes 3 and faith, but 


does not prove, that the backſliding children 
Were unregenerated ; nor do the words of 


— twenty ſecond verſe. But if they did, 


Ae no more that they are command- 
believe with a ſpecial ſaving faith, 


0 tay that they are commanded to regene- 
rate themſelves; for they can no more be- 


lieve without regeneration, than turn with- 
out faith “. 


Hrov. viii. 1, 4, 5, 10, 32, 33. Here this 
author. concludes, as on Prov. i. that the 


perſons ſpoken to were unconverted, becauſe 
_ fimple ones and fools. But it follows not 


from thence that they were unconverted : 


Our Lord ſaid to his diſciples, O fools, and 
xav- 25. flow of beart to believe, all that the prophets 


_ have ſpoken ! And then our author infers, 


they were called to believe in Chrift, for 
| reaſons and morives, to which 1 need ${\ 


nothing more than has been faid above. 
Prov, ix. 1— 6. Chriſt is here ſuppoſed 


to have finiſhed his work, and upon that, 
the call to be to vnconverted finners to 


come in, SS. 
Anfw. After Chriſt had gniſhed his work, 


there were ſome who were born again, 


that had not turn d into cue diſpenſation, 
Ads x. . 


N our. Onleof Gol pul Trith Pan Page 6; | 
E on this text. IX | : A * Ja: = h 1 
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He 
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converted, when he ſaid, The Lord 


ſhall live. But this, like the reſt, proves 
nothing to his purpoſe “. 5 


is here mentioned; and every duty is a 
vilege, yet there are privileges which ate!“ 
not the duty of a creature. Ir's the duty of 


A further Enquiry after Truth. 1e 
Fe concludes the call is to the . 
ed, becauſe they are faid to be ¶ imple.! 
-  "Anſio. If fo, we may conclude:David un⸗ 
preferaPll. en. 
veth the [ Simpl ] T was brought low and bes. 
belped me e would think a perſon very 
neceſſitous to catch at this place, to yer a 
general call; for if all were intended by it, 
pray, who muſt _y yang as” chey "= Ver. 6. 
commanded: to do? 

They are, ſaith be to come wad eat the 743; : 
cc bread of life, and drink of that Wine 
« which is drink indeed ; and this cannot 
be done but in faith. The motive, my 


c ſhall live.” 


Anſiv. Here's the plain truth of the caſe. 


They are to come and eat the bread of life 3 


but this they cannot do without faith, with. 


out life; yer they are to be moved to it by 


a promiſe of giving life. That is, they are 
to come, being dead, and if they come they 


. @+ 4% * 


-Eceleſ. xii. 1, 13. The whole duty of man : 
pri- Plal. xix, 


man'to the whole law; it is meer and 


pure privilege to be ſaved by grace; 5 15 
faith is a a of that ſalvation. To be 
e, upright was th: ereatures privilege z 


r B's cn Operacon, 8. Page 264. 265- 
and 


tos A fuber Enquiry: Mien Truth. 
ald t was his duty th: walk -{6;;' though; as 

a certain ve qerond miniſter ſtid God did 

not command him to make, hioiſelf wings 
„andi fly. wk A bin ad nadw- h iannos 
From this text the author coneludes ie to 

he the duty of unconverted finnets to be 
lievo in Chriſt, which: is but a Ing of 


- 


> It's impoſſible to fear God without it proves 

| it not. See Jonab i. 16. Met no, 
.: A defire him to in fotm us, whether” ie be 
75 the duty oflabe Heathen to fear God, who 
never heard ot Cliriſt ; and therefore, as he 
Hos, not undet any obligation to believe 
in Chriſt. : en 
Ja. i. 18. The perſons ſpoken to here, 
are {aid by chis author, to be vile uncon- 
verted people; becauſe their: fins are ſaid to 
be ie ſcariat and cri mſim. But this proves 
not; for the fins of Badꝰs pꝓedple ate not 
te heinvus than the ſins of the reſt ; nei- 

her! are theiraggravations after calling leſs 

Iſa. lxiv. 6. than they were before. Me (ſaick the pro- 

| | t) are ala an — lm, - — our 
*. ad teou ſe len arr at fut by rage. ver 
« 1 3 their ſins, and of 
Rom. vii. thetmſeves; the Apoſtle thought no better 
. "gf himſelf than tie Holy Gheſt ſpeakg of 
. liche houſe; of Tſhoahere, But ſuppaſe-qhey 
ere allowed to be unrgenera ted, what is 


believe in Chriſt? It is an abſolute promiſe, 


Wong b pour pan be o url hey f 0: 


A white 


* 


the queſtion; and what he aſſertꝭ; viz. that 


« there” here x0 proue chat avs is their duty co 


A further Enquity after Truth: 

white as ⁰].]¹; though they be red lite crim- 

they ſhall be as woall *,__ th CERT 

In. Xe 5. Firſt; I the uuconverted be 

intended here, then is it the finner that 

| chikes Dis own peace for it js fuid in che 

i cent; Abd be e make ade with mir. Yeu, 

Secondly," Then is our pech made twice, of © ⸗ 

elſe. Chfid bath- not made it at all. Bur. 

e words ate to be referr'd to Chriſt, 
bath made pence "by" the blond of bis © _ 

eros f. 2200 * We 10 £3 {11D uy ? 123.3 

"te r 1, 2. To make this ſetve his pur--. 

poſe be teils us, „ That this thirft is nor Gr 

* an evatigelical- ſpiritual kind, which in- 

« creaſes proportion to ont commitinion 

Way. the _ mg be removed 

by faith; why? Becauſe they ate ſuppa- 

4 bebe keen * 5 28 

An. This ptoves it fiot: For in thoſe 

that are born again there is ſtill an appetite 

to the things ot nature, and the „esd Tufteth Gal. v. ij. 

2 the pirit; and ſo reſtleſs were God's 


ople, that they forſook him who is the 
ountaun of. Woing waters; be, the church, Jer. il. 13. 
went after ber lourri, and forgat me, Jairb . 
the Lord. They mighe, notwithſtanding, 
be regenerated, and reſtleſs on the account 
of à natural appetite, or for want of pure 
ordinances, in which God hath promiſed to 


. 


4 * - 


** * Ses the | | of 5 unveiled Ec. Page 4 43; F 
The Ca of God 2 Nu Page 7. ww” 
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708 A furtber Enquiry after Truth. 
| ſatisfy his people with the fatneſs of his 
houſe [| | 3 18 8 2% wa Vs D ad \ ward 
8 Ja, xxxv. 3. The foregoin anſwer ſhall 
ſerve here; oply as this author, to confirm. 
his opinion, that the perſons ſpoken to were 
unregeperated, obſerves, they were ſuch 
Hoſea Who, Jahoured. for. that which. [atrifieth. not. 
xi. 2 anſwer, ſo did Epbraim, get ar dear, ſon, 
Hon J. Iv. 7, To make.cheſe, rds to intend 
A. 8. the firſt turn, as this author does, makes re- 
pentance, or turning to God, antecedent to 
Pſ.cxxx.3:Pardon ; which is contrary to, the doctrine 
of the Scriptures. ;. 2. It makes the encou- 
. - ragement.to be to an impoſſible condition, 
i. e. to what. the creature cannot do; and 
what is not provided for the non, elect; and 
ſo in reſpect to them an encouragement in 
the air. Is it accounted ſerious among men, 
to invite to an entertainment, when we know 
the perſons. invited cannot poſſibly come? 
Or to promiſe when there is no deſign to 
beſtow ? But if we. underſtand the words 
bere to be a call to God's backſliding people 
to return, then the words, And be will 
abundantly pardon, are ſuited to take off 
that fear, that its probable they might be 
under by reaſon of their offence... Thus it 
agrees with God's method in other. places; 

as Jer. iii. 12, 13, 14. Hoſea xiv. 1—4.* 
I see Operations of Grace, Page 263267. / Cauſe of 
* See Glory of Chriſt uaveil'd, Page 368, 369. 


Lia. 


* 
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A further Enquiry after Truth: 109 
Ia. Av. 22. The author underſtanding 

this to be à general call, argues the general 

wy of all to believe from it. But, 
Fin, Theſe words ſeem to be directed to 

God's own remnant, by what goes before, 

ver. 20. Aſſemble your ſelves and tome: Draw 

near [ye that are eſcaped | of the 'nations. 

The Lord. obſerves to them the vanity f 
truſting in idols, as the Heathen did, and 
declares: himſelf” to be the only Saviour; 

and then in this '22* verſe ſays, Look unto 

me all | ye I ends of the earth, &c. He does 

not ſay, all lands, or all nations; but all 


* 


* 


[ye] whom he is ſaid to have gathered out of Pf. evil. 3] 
the lands, from the eaſt, and from the weſt, 
and from the north, and from tbe ſouth. 
, Secondly, If we take them as a propheſy 
to be fulfilled in ſucceeding ages, then may 


they intend God's efficacious call (which is 


to bediſtinguiſh'd from his moral commands) 
to his election among all nations; and his pro- 
vidential call to the reſt to receive his word, 
and acknowledge the. Lord's dominion. And 


this, I conceive, may be the ſenſe, by the 


following words. I bave fworn by my ſelſ, . i 
the'word' 1s gone out of my mouth in righteouſ- gn. 
nefs,. and ſhall not return, that unto me every xiv. 110 


Knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall ſwear. © 
Esek. xxxiii. 11——16. The author f 
the Mod. Anfiw. p. 11: obſervation 2. remarks 
on theſe words, The” mercies and com- 
5 paſſions of the Lord to poor wicked ſin- 

MY ; S ners, 


* 


N A rer un. 1 I 


e ners, and the photon he take ip . 
converſion,” NEED Ti. 2 
7451 all poor Agent 
convert AN ma Ws. 1 Mes 9 5 
and ochers underſtand them, or. elſe they 
are . to the. purpoſe, Bar, 8 
o refer this text to gon wi 
Rom. | before. 0 end its contrary, vix. J 
v. 18. cation fe, is to place our jo cation. in 
our 0wn righteouſneſs, our m from 
condemnation and death in 1 5 n works, 


2255 , 


La Es 


2% then 70 is dead in vain. 
ly, 


contrary wable, (. e.) Dr a man nay be in A Ju 
it another; fog 
the 21" and 125 verſes ſpeak of the righte- 
ous. man's dying, as well. as of the wicked 
man's livibg; yea, that the 77 perſon 
155 live and die, and die an 2 u ber 
- cannot therefore refer to ak. 
for God, Which is invariable i 10 8 
Fürther, 10 1 this text! , 
oppaſes the do 5 25 oe 
Row. b, che called of. luis Cb. 9 55 
Phil. i. 6. is to take it in an 128 
Nags that. bath 255 4 g40d wor ve Fn 227 85 
Form ii until the day of. 
place deere inten 


. ic ck 


- 


%* +» 
= 
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Gal.ii. in vain: For ee, APY 7 OM oY I 


Fi 


a. 7 a — * AY ; 
3 · 31 , $4 * OI * bd — 13 i "48 its "ps 
orgies | . 


voi, agg. That this ſhou 


rr e ee a 


7 ac 69 ©. ad... ˙ edt ed be ni es £6 ON 


* 


4 Salter n wh Tru. «8: 
DriOte# ſaich of a parallel place, Beek, , . .., 
» be a. ſtand» ; 
< + ar} anc role of God's proceeding wich his 
ple in the covenant of merey, no 2 
10 „ ſeems to have either underſtand 
jullgment or roohicience cap, reaſonably 
46 imagine #2... 29 ru f 
Laflly, The meſſbge way ſent to che houſe 
of T/rael, which was the peculiar, people of Ver. 10 
God, and cannot be fuppoked e un: 
regenerated body T. 8 
But I fuppaſe the words 10 concern the 425 
Jeu, and to be ſuited to their ſtate and 
condition in the land of Canaaa, and to Back: | 
have à typical meaning, as many other pla- ii. 2 
ces in che Old Teſtament hade. Or if they 
may be referr'd: to any thing in the New 
Teftamenr chureh, it muſt be to our being 
in Chriſt by vißible profeſſion, wherein Are 
man may be ſaid £0 live and die, be j juſtified $- 07+ 
and condemned ain che; church,, but not 2 8 
before God. | 
'Mieuhvic8. His grguraens for the Rare. of n 12 
the man, is the enquiry Which he calls © con- 
e fiderivg, whether he ſhould give his firſt 
* e nes the 
man in unregeneracy, c. 
We have here God's 1 with his. 
own le, wherein he lays before them Ver- 
his /kindneGs and gentleneſs, in n * 5 


* 
- 


ine of Soinls Petſeveragce, Page , 04.” ? 
e fi e 
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my" prople'!' what have I done 'unto*thee, and 
ioherein have I wearied thee?) He puts them 
in mind of an eminent appearance for them; 
- Remember nw what Balak the king of Moab 
conſulted, and what Baalam the ſon f Beor 
anſwered him, &c. O, my people! conſider 
_ theſe things, and how I was their refuge 
and defence; how I blaſted the rage; and 
baffled the deſigns of the king of Moab, and 
a the kingdom of darkneſs ; and made a wi- 
Numb. Zard' fay,, Surely there is no enchantment 
againſt Jacob, neither is there any divination 
againſt Iſrael. Hell ſtood confounded at 
SGocd's appearance for his people. No re- 
member this, ſaith God, that ye may know 
the righteouſneſs of the Lord; that is, how 
I have kept covenant and mercy with a pro- 
| - © © |. y6king people, a people bent to backſliding 
| Hoſ. xi. 8. from me; and yet, How ſhall I gi ve thee up 
| Ephraim; they are my people ſtill. 
| This wrought upon the ſoul of che man, 
and fill'd him with an abhorrence of ſelf and 
1. Job xli.6:fin, as God's appearance did Fob; it melted 
; 
| 


-— g | 
-- : » . 
i - : 
| Ver. 3, 4- 
| k l 
7 - 
i * 
1 „ 8 - 


him, and awaked in him a ſenſe of the de- 
ſirableneſs of God's preſence, favour; and 
communion ; which made him ſay in effect, 

I had rather part with the deareſt things to 
fn. 11. nature, than be caſt out f the preſente of ſo 
dear, ſo gracious a God and Father; yet all 
theſe things were I to give would not do. 
For L conceive, ſuch enquiries do nor neceſ- 
by ;farily infer, that he thought, they would 

en R * ER 
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© further Enquirycafter Truth. 118 
tone for⸗ſim; but rather. 


and ſaying 


expteſs the depth 
of his contrition, and a ſenſe of their inſufß - J6b val 
cieneys as when Job ſaid, I have finned, what | 
"NE do unto thee, O thou preſerver of men? 
© Bur if it be urged, that the man was per- 

plexed about acceſs to, and communion with 
the Lord, therefore an unbelie ver. 

-. Anfee. I would aflæ, is confuſion of mind, 

about communion with God, and acceſd to 

SGod, a proof that the ſavl is in total unbe- 

lief? Surely a concern about acceſs to, and 
fellowſhip. with the Lord, carries in it a 

fweet intimation of arberter. principle, and 

things that accompany. e Have not Heb. vi * 
many of God's children, after calling our 

of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 'by rea-! * . 
ſon of indwelling ſin, though not in total 
unbelief, ſometimes felt an horcor of dark - job YE 
neſs, and inexpreſſible confuſion about mate!" EP 

ters of this nature? [14 bad! ol 16d) bas 
Nor, is the language here, "ES as: of 

thoſe: ao total unbelief, mention'd in the 0 
word of God; here's a wherewith ball! 
come before the Lard?ij importing deſire; but 

the kings, and captains, the great men of Rev. vi. 
the earth; yea, the band and free, all being! 164 
in unbelief, and-apprehenfive of impending 
wrath, are, repreſented as flying from him, 
to the mountains, and 40 the 
rocks, Full an us, and hide us from the face 
of him that fitteth on the throne, ani um the 
wrath of the lamb; implying the utmoſt 
dread, withour AE mixrure of W | 
Shinto. I | To 


. 
Ss «6 
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Pal. *<bercer,” but be hath 

_— 3. God is here ſaid to be his, walk humbly; 
ſignifies covenant 

right, Tea, pri is tie people wy God i ts 


To conclude, 1. The man was one of 
God's own people. a. It may be juſtly ſup- 

poſed he knew the way; for it is not 
as this author ſays, 


A 


_ with [thy God,] which 


the Lord. | 
- Matth. iii. a, 3, 8. As trus 3 
„ (lays 
{© of faith, and in. a ſenſe may be ſaid to flow 


* paths ſtrair.” 


o proclaim. ihe. Ling 
_ that he is at hand; TATE they may get rea- 
dy to give attendance when he comes, and 
larly 4 ee and . __ particu- 
ar 

1 his author cone ludas. chat 5 
N. here commanded, becauſe Jobs ſaid, Re- 
pent, &c. But it ought to be obſer ved, that 


repentance due from the creature but what 


in controverſy is allow'd to be. To force 
e cies Ho 8 
> TIPS n 


; eee. beste an. ++ 


* 
ee he ſhould have known 
ſhewed thee, O man. 


this author) is always a concomitant 


40 from it, ſo he commands them to believe 
e in Chriſt, een his ways: nod . n 


U. . 1. John was the meſſenger as 8 


Luke the way beſore him, &c. and was as one that 
2 « ſent before a king who viſits his dominions, 


s purpoſe to come, 
+a 


this proves it not, unleſs. there he no kind of 


is a fruit of new covenant grace, as the faith 


G82 . d ; 


„ FAY © az 1 GR um Sa 1 Py * 


from firſt 10 Toft in 


ui this: Poor uncomverted 50 toys 


. cc, - 


_ ET, 


A fs Bnepity dfter n EY 


falth is wid ſtraim to "ſerve 4 tutti, 
Now dos the 1 reach, that it is man's 
duty to prepare biet fot" Chriſt to ſave 
him? Or, tbr Chriſ is God's ſalvation by abſo- 16. ali 
lure g gi! Crany Chit , ir en aeg 
e 8 "TI 


compleat and L 274 ake this au- 
chor in tlie plain ſenſe of his words, — 45 it 
e, 
are comfrianded' to believe, e 
way, Cc. i. e. they are to mike chemie 
alive, as, 4 preptration" for Chriſt to Mike 
chem alive ; for faith" is 4 fruit of fe 
Alas! is de” Gol come to this? Une 
verted fitiners muſt prepare a wy fer Ch = 
to come reels 6 Fibetdn In gt 
room to receive à gueſt: No; F Hxi 
comes and wen Chriſt Codes, Be bit 
chat along wich him chat repares himſel! 4 
room, and obtains the ſouls welcome. 
Martb. xl 29. Here err ad ery 
laden are called; and they are bid to rake 
upon them Chriſts yoke; Sc. It his beet 
_ obſerves, that dead mei are nor fpi- 
weary; che'Body of death ie b cpr 
Pit Co cbü rt Crit, yoke ſrems to be op- 
poſed to bo? 'of Moſes, Which, faith the 
Apoſtle; Neither we b falbtrt were Ads . 
able to N That contained revnicifion, 10. 
and al} the heavy and painfül ſervice un- 
difcipline of c law ; chis che ſtert anc 
eaſy ſervice under the Goſpel. „The call, 
probably, 3 be 1 to come 9 
< e 


4 3 Enquiry after Truth. 


the new diſpenfacion, as Mr. Hafſey under- 

ic * Or, it may be underſtood as an 

xpteſſion of Chriſt's heart, particularly de- 

Jn” dee for the encouragement 2 relief of 

-thole,. who, being quickened by grace, feel 

Rom. vi. iche body o/ death, and groan under the bur- 

* . Thus it is often uſed by the Spirit. 

« Nothing ( faith this author.) — che 

& © moſt blinded, reſolute. prejudice, dare ſay 

. our Lord did not here mann. them os 
4 178 PIT + 12 10 a "= 

re's a tive ourn Was poor 

Me Huſſey a blind unregenerate ſinner when 

wrote? F or. theſe. Words of the author 

a agree with none but ſuch an one; and 

no doubt he, knew, whoſe ſenſe af the text 

be oppoſed. This is an heavy cenſure |, It's 

15 be hoped, he may not always find a plea- 

ure in ſpurning at the precious duſt of the 

venerable dead. Bur in all his anger he had. 

the thought to ſtay ay, whilſt that Fathful fer- 

vant was; enter'd into the joy of his Lord, 

and had gotten quite out of hearing. 

i Matth, xxii. 2, 3, 4. It might be ſolficient 

re to ſay, as the text doth, it is 4 parable. 

And 1 think we are hard driven, when we 

baye recourſe eq parables to prove doctrines. 

But how does it appear to be the duty, &c. 

Page 155 from hence ?:*, Why, faith this author, what 

ehe meant and Fee TH. their, coming, 


= 


5 as, in * firſt pl P. ace, bs on 
2288 ere e r se, q 
od1 2 8 2 e 


true, all that have not the righteouſneſs of 


A further Enquiry after Truth. 5 
<: the wedding garment, their putting o + 
< the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by faith “ Ws 1 


Chriſt will periſh; but it's ſtrange to ſay, 
they periſh beende they have it nor, feel 

it is a'gi/?'; and we muſt fay of ir, as ou 8 
Lord ſaid to the mother of Zebeder's chil- * 
dren, concerning the right and the left hand 24. 4 dan 
places in the kingdom, it ſhall be given to 1 
them for whom it is N of my Fatber. 
The ' righteouſneſs of Chriſt" is a glorious . 
gar ment upon the church; but not left to 

the creature to put it on, any more chan it 4 
was left to tlie creature to prepare it. No; 
he who made our firſt parents coats of Min Gen. iii. 
clothed them. Proviſion and application 2 

are both of grace. God, Who hath made 
Chriſt unto us — righteouſneſs, impnrerb 1 1 Cor. 
chat righteouſneſs; and gives faith ro the 3e. 
ſoul, as an eye to ſee how fine grace hath Soogiv. '. 
made i it, and as a tongue to fing its praiſes e 
in ſweeter notes, and in an humbler ſtrain. 
He bath clothed me. He bath covered me. 

He hath done all for me, and all in me, 

while I with joy am made to behold it. 


No, no; to talk of the creatures putting on 


the righteouſneſs of Chriſt will not found __. 1 
harmoniouſſy with what the church ſays, 71%. b. 10. 
will-greathy rejoice in the Lord, my foul ſhall 
be. joyful in my; God, for be bath — 5 
me (with tbe "garments. of ſalvation, be 
hath covered me with the rwe of © ri bree. 
neſs, Sc. et STI we? 4 , wo a 


LY 


nggor 1 3 * But 


118 4 further: En * Tauch. 
But ir it be ar it! 18 1 e-lJapguage, 
Rom. xiü. Bur pur ye on the Lord 7752 Cbriſt: Tow 
4 ſwer, — words mean A ſuch thing, 

— Puring on Chriſt and his igheoviaaþ in 
author's ſenſe of the phraſe. For, 
The 4 5 not N.. to uncon- 


3 che ed to believers to do che 
16. li. 6. ſpecial act of God. For imputation of fit 
to Chriſt, and Chriſt's righteouſneſs to us, 
| 1 are both aſcribed to God. Vea, and it is 
the Spirit that leads the ſoul into the poſſeſ- 
ion of all. But che exhortation is to out- 
_ Ward 15 oppoſed to the vices mention'd 
in the fo ens verſe, as rioting, drunken- 
0055 2 51 wantonneſs, firife. and en- 
Ding; that by tteading in the ſteps of the 
Lord, and imitsting bis example, they 
iber. il. g. might ſhew forth che praiſes and vitucs of 
| bim that had called them. 1511 
. Matth. xxiii. 37. O Feruſalem, &c. That 
our. Lord does mean by gathering, to fave 
with an everlaſting ſalvation, ought not to 
be ſuppoſed ; for bad that been the deſign 
he could. not have miſſed it. All tbat the 
ri Rather giveth me ſhall come t me, &c. 
How Ke ſuch a ſenſe agree 98 perſonal 
election, particular and the 
dgctrine of efficacious ron nt Had: Chr iſt 
died for them, they would have been no 
forth out of the pit, wheres is na: 
„ * ©" throug! 


a * 


n A 


e ad A Ta Ae. cwoe_..o-. 1 


. We Wet ny 
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A further Enquiry after Truth, 


through the blood of | his | covenant ; and 


have been ſaved eternally. But if here, we 


I19 


underſtand our Lord, that he had -+ "00 


the reaſon, of, and. prevailed upon, che chil. 


dren of Feruſalem to have attended his mi - 


niſtry, had they not been reſtrained by their 


_ thoſe things, and ſhewed thoſe miracles, xi. 21. 
which were ſufficient to have convinced 


guides; and even the rulers 3 had 


they not through prejudice, and love to the 


world, turn d away their ears, and ſnut 


their eyes; the ſenſe is agreeable to the ana» 
logy of ien, and no way nn wich 
the text . 

Fobn vi. 27 28, 29. Here i it is ſaid by this 
author, T ey were unconverted who fol- 


«lowed him (vir. Chriſt) for the ſake of 


« the loaves.” To which 1 anſwer, if low 
and carnal pe prove men to be unr 


vert. But admitting that the words were 


vanity in following him for a piece of bread 


egene - 
. rated, I know not where he will find a con- 


ſpoken to the unconverted, to reprove their 


rather than to ſee. his mighty — 4 What Ver. 26. 


is there in this place to prove that they were 
commanded to believe in bim? This author 
tells us they were bid to labour, c. and 
ſays,.** by it be means faith in himſelf” Bur 
this proves it nd more, than our bidding our 
children go to the ordinances of worſhip; not 
0 ſhew themſelves, or to look baut them, 
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terms. 80 alſo does 


cauſe be bath not\betteved in the num 
only begotten Son of God. This is a ſtrong 


A ure Enquiry a of ter weak; 


but to hear the word preached,” proves our 
command to them to believe. To ſay © but 
« by it he means faith in himſelf, . is to 
take for granted what ought to be proved 3 
by which method; tranſubſtantiation, or any 
thing elſe, may be proved.” The word he 


brings to explain it, vis. This is the work 


of God, &c.” helps him not: For it is, ſays 


Col. 1.13. 008 Lord, God's work that ye believe, not 


your own; but here he would make it the 
creature's, Which is. not Wer to * 
word. 
Jobn vii. 37. If any man thirſt; &c. This, 
I conceive, no more proves a general call, 
than, whoſoever ſeeth the ſon, and believetb, 
&c. proves a general ſalvation. He that 2 
lieveth on ne are words not adapted to prove 
that Chriſt calls pamela linners to be- 
lieve in bim. 0 ns Os 
Fobn xii. 36. Tbe Yew: ta the light of 
Chriſt's JoArine and miracles, and ought co 


have believed in them. But what is there 


here to prove, that it is the eh of dead 
ſinners to make themſelves alive. 


John xvi. 8, g. Here indeed it is juſtly as 


ſerved by this author, That if faith:was not 
a duty, unbelief would be no ſin. I'grant 
this place fairly concludes his aſſertion in 
bn iii 18. But be 
that | believes not is condemned alraudy, be- 
tb 


proof that faith 18 4 4 muſt A 
| ro 
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fire that it may be obſerved; (1.) | Thatwe 
do not deny it to be a finner's duty to be- 
lieve. Let, (2) This proves not enough, 
unleſs there be no other kind of faĩth but 
that one, which we call ſaving faith. For 
if there be another kind of faith, which we 
have demonſtrated there is, Chap. I. and 
that it is the duty of thoſe that hear the 

Goſpel, or that ſaw the miracles of Chriſt, 

to believe with that ſort of faith; then 
what hath been yet ſaid, proves not that the 

faith, which is oppoſed to the unbelief in 


this text, means ſaving faith; becauſe: there 


are two kinds. Ve both labour (ſaith the" Tim. iv. 

Apoſtle) and ſu er reproach, becauſe we truſs” 

in tbe living God [who is the Saviour of all 

men] eſpecially: F thoſe that: believe. No 

how does this text in Jobn prove; that ſa- 

ving faich is meant, any more than this in 

Timothy, proves for the Arminian, that eter= = 

nal ſalvation is meant? I deſire that thoſe 1 Cor. ii}. 

who are enquiting after truth would com- - 

pos theſe things, and weigh them together. 2 
f We have no way of reaſoning from the 

, ont ee coneluſions from 

the letter; it will not be ſo eaſy a thing to 


maintain our ground againſt the common 


adverſary, or even to confute the doctrine 
of tranſubſtantia tion 

£ It is not, whether it is the duty of ſin· 
ners to believe, but what they are to he- 


lieve, which is in queſt ion; or Wbat kioee 


"= 


of fanh, is required of unregenetated fin 
ad ' , 7 | — | 


ners: 


waz (AM further Boquity after Trath. 
ners it That therefore (as this author reg 
at) rhe commands of God made it cheir 
* duty to believe, or their not doing, ſo 
«would not have been their fin, — in- 
deed prove what is not deny d. but that 
does nothing at all towards proving wed! it 
* deſigned to 8 1 915 yl 
Neither does it 2 to me, that our 
Lord in this place of John, intends that ſpe» 
| cial work upon N world which he eech 
in his own children; whereunto that unbe- 
Hef is oppoſed; which is ſuppoſed by this 
author to be the cauſe of condemnatios. 
Wer Becauſe to e, or convince: the world ef 
In, Sc. is none of thoſe ſatiftified forms of 
ſpeech made uſe of in the Old Teſtament, 
where God ſptaks concerning his calling of 
Peu. c. 3. his own people: As, Thy people ſhall be mill. 
B ing in the day of thy power. '-—» They ſhall ſee 
the glory f the Lord, &c. But the words 
_ - - "are Tuctras were fore-ſpoken concerning the 
17. liv. enemies of Chriſt, who ſhould periſh — Ewe- 
7. ry tongue that riſeth in judgment againſt thee 
| bau ſhalt condemn.” Now if the work here 
be not à ſaving work, 1 don't conceive any 
tea ſon to co ude,; the-unbelief here is ſuch 
«s i oppoſed-30 he faith of Yor Rk of 
God. 163 3 is: (bs 
In the context we have indy 4. diſtin- 
ien between the diſciples and the world ; 


- = — = — 20 — — * 22 — 


ä ' D. 
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which our Lord in chis Goſſ 2 
ſon 1. s g . and the . 
5. 20. for thun ray me for dr work, bar fr 


M 2137! 


5 


J 


4 further Enquiry after Truth. 
them which thou haſt given pe to? thine, 

We have alſo an account o 

ſhould do to the one, and what * 
other: He will guide you (the diſciples) in- John xvi. 
1% all truth, He Bell glorify me : For be 1 
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Hall receive of mine, und ſhall ſhew it unto you. 


But the world he all r 


raghteouſneſs, and of ju 
ſhall be den lot. 25 


; Slap of fin, and of. 
ment, &c. This 
ich was done when 


the Spirit came upon the diſciples at the day 


of 1 ryan and they ſpake with tongues, 
did many wonderful works in the name 


of their exabicd Lord. Here was a further 
reproof of their fin of unbelief, in that they John ix. 
had not believed Chriſt to be the great pow 16. 30,35. 
er of God, who had opened the eyes of the | 
blind, and now by, the Apoſtles reſtored a 
cripple to the uſe of his limbs. See Ads. 

iti. 6. and iv. 9, 10, 13, 14. The world of 
the Jews were then reproved of righteouſ- 
neſs, that is, that Chriſt, whom they had 
counted an impoſtor, was riſen 19090 the 
dead, and gong to the Father, which he 
could not have done, had he not been 2 


righteous perſon. They were reproved of 


judgment, becauſe the prince of -chis world 
was judged, in a manifeſtation of the victo- 
ry Chriſt had gotten over him; who waspfal. 


now aſcended up on high, having led capti-Ivili. : 8 


vity captive, and made it manifeſt- by tho 
devils | ee 


fubj to the Apoſtles 

h his oe "ca falls, and . 

ee | as oh 2 
* — t 
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That the aggravated ſin and guilt of the 


Jet was their not believing Chriſt to be 


the Meſſiah, and acknowledging | him as 


uch, with a rational aſſent, upon the 'evi- 
8 . "dence of the mighty works w he did, 


| 5 — x. 37, 38. / I do not the works of my 
Father, believe me not, But if I do, though 
Je believe not me, believe the ſ worte &Kͤq . 


the [works] which none other man did, they 


and hated both me and my Father. | 
Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. From the commiſ- 


converted ſinners to believe is argued thus; 
They are to teach a unconverted ſin- 


c Chriſt commanded them; and it's well 

cc known Chriſt commanded them to be- 
John xiv. (4 lieye Ze un in God. Pelieve' e in 
1. | cc me.” A 


commanding to believe, are tWo things; 


f 

. 

1 

i 

* 
{ 

4 

( 

| | 
{| 
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is very plain to me from his own words, 


Jobn xv. 24. V bad not done among then 
bad not bad fin : But now they have both ter: 


ſion given to the diſciples, the duty of un- 


* ners to obſerve all things whatſoever: 


But, 1. It's not ſaid, they d on 
mand them to believe, but 3 them to 
obſerve. Now teaching to obſerve, and 


the one is to be done to them that received 

ABs j. N gladly; they were tobe baptized, 
. tobe taken into viſible fellowſhip, to be 
r * and builded for an babitation of: God 
through the Spirit; not as unconverted ſin- 
ners, bat as rs co Chriſt. The other 
not "RO che text T ſhall fay-nothing-ro 
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ita, a. If, as the author ſuppoſes, poor un- 
converted ſinners were to be commanded to 
donall things that Chriſt eommanded his 
Apoſtles to do; then were they to com- 
mand them to go into all nations, to preach 
the Goſpel, to heal the ſick, to caſt out de- 
vils as well as believe; for Chriſt command- 
ed his; Apoſtles to do all cheſe. Farther, 
Fabm xiv. I. is not apt to the caſe; for tbe 
diſciples were believers, when Chriſt ſpake 
theſe vvords to them, N believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo im me. Chriſt commanded the li- 
ving to move, therefore we muſt command 
the dead to live; this is not a good way f 
rea ſoning. Nor, laſtly, are Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles to be imitated in all they did by 
the ordinary mictiſters of the Goſpel ; theſe 
may not go to the grave of Lazarus, and John xi. 
ay, Come farb ; nor to the upper chamber, 
Where the dead lay, and with Peter ſay, Ads ix. | 
Talat, ara gun ile god well of 
Ac 13 and iii. 19. and Xvi. 31. In 
tbe two former places repentance is com- 
manded, and in the latter it is ſaid, Believe, 
c. which are ſuppoſed therefore to be 
plain proofs, that it is the duty of uncon- 
verted ſinners to hel ie ve in Chriſt. But, 
It muſt be obſet ved, that neither Peter 
in the former, o nor Paul and Silas in the 
latter, qmm̃anded to repent and believe at 
the finſt coming together of the multitude, 
or at their entrance into the priſon; Which 
had they done, it would haue carried more 
24 N 


Matt. xix. det a covenant of works do, M bat gon 
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conviction with, it; but 1 Ray'd while 
concern, 


the ons manifeſted a 
which diſcover'd 4 grdeious wo upon their 
hearts. For they did not ſay as perſons un- 


10. thing ball I do thaf I thay have eternal H 
But as made to ſee. their wretchedneſs, and 


Jeb ali be an effect of the Spirit's; work; difcover- 
iog the deadly 


* ned, what ſhall I de unto thee,, Nc. ds 
That repencance which may be called 
Ads v.31 yoſdel regentance, being oppoſed! to legal re- 
Matt. pentance, ſuch as Tudass was, is not the 
xxvi. 3. firſt work of grace upon the ſoulʒ but as it 
| ſtands in à turning to God under à goſpeb 
ſenſe of, and ſorrow: for ſin, it follows upon 


fer. tu wills work; After that I was turned, 


19. 'T repented. Now this inward-change ſeems 
to have been already wrought; which the 
Apoſtle perceiving and no daubt under- 

Zech. xii. m7 it to DS Tre yo oe of Dont, onde 

Wen 704 ouſe. on 

. the Freed of. Jeruſalem; the ſpirit -of 

grace and ſupplications, and tbey ſpall look 

upon me ubm they baue pierced; and they 
hall mourn; and nes echorts them to 
turn to the Lord by all the opeward _ 
monies of an inward change. Nor, 

2. Does it appear to me, that theſe: e 

6 repent, belieue, were ſpoken to all the af- 

_ or to all _ SPY the bet 
ut 


a. fe, Tü. 


helpleſneſs in theinſelves; which 1 take to 


| pollution of nature, ab well 
Chap. vii. as the guilt « ſin; as Fob ſaid; I bove-fin- 
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but to thoſe who teſtified a "deep concerm 
abnut their ſalvation, on fuck. as the Apo- 
ſtlen owned by the ſtile of brunn. Ad ii. 

Afts xvii. 30. Where: ever; faith the au- 7 · 
© thor, this doctrine came; God in it com- 

« manded all men every whete to repent. 

This carries its anſwer in it. God, faich 
hes: in it, viz; in this doctrine, commands 
men to repent, that is, as: fat as doftrine 
carries a command in it; which, 1 con- 
ceive, cannot well mean any more, than 
that where · ever the doctrine comes, men 
ought to believe it; and that we always al- | 
low and maintain, He bat belrun fob. Gag John v. 


bath\mede: him a lyar. | 16. 
It is evident here che is 1 
voubing to bring — ido- 


laters to tlie acknowledgment of God, as 
the object of worſhip, ver: 16-28. where 
he quotes a paſſage out of one of their 0wn. 
writers to convince them, vis. In bim ue 
live, and move, and baut aur bring — and 
coneludes, for that reaſon, that ue gb 
nt to ebink the godbead'ir like: unto g ald;, on / 
floor, or one en: ' "man's. gn IK. 
Then tells them, ver. 30 and the times of 5 2 
this ãgnorunde God wiHkRed ut; he let tem 
zo on; rookno\burwerd:noticeofihem; or in Ae xiv; 
mes poſt ſuffered all nations to wall in their 18. 

. ways but note, in this diſpenſation, 
commands all men, that is, where the word 


comes, 10 repent i As Barnabat and Pau! 


„ Fw . ˙ "II IO 7 Ac Aa: /ÿ a £4 


kid to thoſe who would have done facrifice ver. 152 
to 
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to them, M' preach unto you te bom c 
turn from he vanities unto the livim | 
vhich made beuven and earthy und tbe 

and ull things ubicb arebevang,. And 
ſuch a repeftance as is- hers hinted, is ol 
matter of drollety and.) ih ſome. yet, 

Fam perſuaded, ar will one day appear colbe I 

a truth, that God will /haveitbeourward re- 

port of che Goſpel received, and che Bible | 1 

received and kept h choſe, wing hure no Ipe- | 

cial intereſt in che promiſe, and grace con- f 

C 
a 
n 


tain d in it; — im a readineſs for 
his hidden ones; where, andy whehcit ſhall 
' 1pleaſs hint: o give them, grace and call n 
WE out of darkneſs into his marvellous 0 
gbr i in their appointed months. 1 1 
Mattb. xxii. 37. This hath: been | 
to before, Cbap: IV. and I ſhill only r 
That it is the duty of man to love God with 
all his ſoul, Sc. But this author is c- 
tending for more, 'than all chat Adam in his ce: 
| innocency-ever had. & Dan dei une 
Neu. xiv. 26%. The r 
cofare; without regatd ti the ſcriptural di- 
Rom. xi. ſtinctions between the eleion, and the ret; 
7. bet weren the called of Feſus Chrift; and them 
4 that are not called 37 betweema ſpecial faith, 
Col. ii. tz: the faith of — — and a 
5 common faith; between natural worſhip, 
Phil. ili. the duty of all n ui. 
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ing God in the Spirit, the blefling and pri- 
vilege of the ſaved of the Lord, concludes, 
| that neither of the duties commanded can 
© | be done without faith; therefore in com- 

„ manding'of. each of them, God commands 

e faith in his Son. To which I ſhall anſwer 
as before, if they cannot be done without 

e faith of the operation of God, they cannot 
be done without the Spirit working that 
u- faich; therefore in commanding them he 
or commands. them to regenerate themſelves, 
and to have the Spitit; which, I think, does 
not ſound agreeable to the Goſpel. I ſhall 
only add one word, which; Fthink, will 


all 
us: 
1 
ten God ſaith,” what haſt thou to do to declare my 
re; ¶ Hatules, or that. thou ſhould: eſt take my cove- 
arty fl ont in thy mouth 7... | 


offend no godly mind, But unto the wicked, Pf. I. 16; 


on- 1 have taken fafcioar. natice. 1 the pla- | : 


;his ces of Scripture made uſe of by this author 
Ito prove his aſſertion, to which we have 
gere- the promiſe. of many more; but if as many 


Ir. more ſhould be brought, and not applied 


With of God's elect before the fall. Or, 
That his fallen poſterity may have it, 
Ie. that it is put in their power to have it. 
10 lor, 3. That the holy, ju and good law 
-f God, commands man, under pain of 
damnation, to do what never was in his 
Mower to do; I ſhall not think it concerns 
e, with regard to this W to take 


Wy notice of them. 
| ö - . Ce. 


. , . 


to prove, either, 1. That Adam had the 


130 - A further Enquiry after Truth. 


CHAP. VII. 


A reply to this aut bor's anſwers to feveral 


object ions. 
O6z. 1.“ Ba we are ſure there is an 


* election of grace; and this 
« doctrine ſeems inconſiſtent therewith.” 
Anſw. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not 
« think fo. Many are called but few are 
« choſen, Matt. xxii. 14.” Fife 
Reply. Our Lord does not ſay all are call- 


ed, but many; and it were as juſt to infer 


a general redemption from Matth. xx. 28. 
The Son of man came — to give his life a ran- 
ſom for many, as to infer a general calling 


from this. Again, there is an outward call, 


and an inward call; the outward call is to 
the acknowledgment of the Meffiah's being 


John i.46. come, and to come into the new diſpenſati- 
W. 29, on, and to walk accordingly ; the inward 


9. 


x Cor. i. call is into the fellouſbip of his Son Feſus 


Cbriſt our Lord; and as it always proceeds 


Row. viü. according to election, and ſhall be com- 


menſurate thereunto, had that been intend 
ed in this place, it would have been effectual 


For when the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks of tha 


calling which is a new covenant bleſſing 
he limits it to the election, and makes it pe 
culiar to thoſe who have a right to : 

blefling, Rom. viii, 29, ix, 23. Buen us wh! 
: 129 2 1 . 
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he hath called; denoting that they were call- 


ed, others not. 


Let others (ſaith he, viz. unbelievers) 
ce give diligence to make their calling, or 
é their anſwering the call of God, and 
© then their election ſure, 2 Pet. i. 10.” 

Theſe words were, by the Apoſtle, ſpo- 
ken to thoſe who were born again, and are 
an exhortation to them to adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour; and not an exhorta- 
tion to dead finners to live, as he would 
make them. The doQrine he pleads for 
does not only ſeem inconſiſtent with electi- 
on, but upon due trial will be found ſo; 
for, I humbly conceive, perſonal election of 
ſome to ſalvation, and a general call to all 
to be ſaved by grace, will not ſtand toge- 
ther to the glory of God. 


O4z. 2. Redemption is particular; Chriſt 


« did nor die for all that hear the Goſpel 


% preached ; therefore why thould it be 
« their duty to believe in Chriſt? _ | 
. Anſw. «There is no body who hears the 
** Goſpel preached can juſtly ſay, Chriſt 


“ did not die for him; it would be a great 


« fin in any one to ſay ſoo : 
Rep. The force of this objection lies 


here; Chriſt did not die for all, therefore 
it is not the duty of all to believe he did. 


For if one degree of faith be the duty of the 
unregenerated ſinner, every degree of faith 
of the ſame kind is his duty, and conſe- 
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quently that which appropriates Chriſt. 
And as no body knows Chriſt did not die 


for bim, ſo no body knows that he did, till 


God reveals it by his Spirit, and then the 


man cannot be an unbeliever. To his call- 
ing, 2 Tim. ii. 6. Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2. 
precious, extenſive promiſes, I need only 
ſay, that unleſs we underſtand them accord- 
ing to a ſcriptural reſtriction, the doctrine 
of particular redemption cannot be defend- 


ed. And further, if thoſe general texts are 


a foundation for every one to believe, they 
are a foundation for us to believe all ſhall 


be ſaved, as well where the Goſpel doth not, 
as where it doth come. 


- 04j. z. But ſeeing all are not ſaved, 


„ why are all commanded to believe in 


« Chriſt?” 

 Anſw. © It is not ſaid, all are command- 
« ed to believe in Chriſt ; but all who hear 
« the Goſpel preached are ſo commanded ; 
e and how it may be with them in the 


d event, God only knows, Deut. xxix. 29.” 


The objection might have been ſtated 


thus, ſeeing all are not appointed to ſalva- 


tion, why are all commanded to believe 
Chriſt will ſave them? © For the faith we 


* are concerned about always accompanies 


_ « ſalvation, and is it ſelf a ſpecial part 


« thereof.” And his anſwer ſhould have 
ſhewn why God will have all men believe 
with a ſaving faith, though he never de- 


ſign d 


% ”— 
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fign'd nor appointed them to ſalvation. But, 
ſaith he, how it may be with them (vis. 
« all chat hear the Goſpel) in the went 
« God only knows.” 

Here he plainly declares, that neither he 
nor any body elſe knows, but that all who 
hear the Goſpel are eternally ſaved ; though 
I hope he knows better. Judas heard the 
Goſpel by the greateſt preacher, yet is fall- 


are of your father the devil, and does no body “ 
know what becomes of the devil's children ? 
Deut. xxix. 29. ſerves not his purpoſe; for 
God hath revealed, that all that hear the 


Goſpel are not ſaved ; ; therefore it belongs 
to us to know it. 5 


Obj. 4. Man is nk; and hath no 
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en, that he might go to his place, that is to Ads i. 25; 
hell; and our Lord ſaid to the Phariſees, Y 9 


power to obey, therefore why ſhould he 


« be commanded?” 

Anſw. * Though man has loſt his power, 
« God has nor loſt his authority; nor is the 
„law of God diſanulled : Beſides, though 
« man has loſt his power, he has not quite 
« Joſt his reaſon ; therefore to deal with 
* him by precepts,. prohibitions, and pro- 
<« miles, is the moſt agreeable way.” 

It's true, God has not loſt his authority 
by man's fall, nor is man's obligation leſ- 
ſen'd by his loſs of e righteouſneſs; 
but whatever Adam, by the law of nature 


owed to God, that bis fallen poſterity to a 
3 man 
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22» 


did not require Adam to make himſelf wings 
and fly to heaven; nor does it command any 


Heb. ix. man oweth, and for his non-payment muſt 


ſuffer wrath to the uttermoſt, unleſs ſaved 
by the grace of God through a glorious Re- 
9 ; not ig the law of God diſanull'd: 
For if the law had been diſanulled, ſinners 
might have been ſaved without the death of 
Chriſt: But what is this to the purpoſe, 
ſeeing Adam had not this grace before he 
fell? The law commanded man to walk 
upright on earth, and fo it does ſtill; but it 


of his fallen poſterity ſo to do. 

* Belides (faith the author) though man 
* has loſt his power, he has not quite loſt 
« his reaſon ; therefore to deal with bim 
* by precepts, &c. is the moſt agreeable 


No way. 


Here I conceive him ſome what incon- 
ſiſtent with himſelf: For Page 8. he tells 
us, That reaſoning with God muſt intend 
« faith in the Meſſiah, for there can be 


<« no reaſoning with God out of him; bur 


* here, God deals with man according to 
« the remains of reaſon, as the moſt agree- 
t able way.” How theſe agree I am not 
wiſe enough to diſcern. But there it was 
to ſerve one turn, here another; however, 


it ſeems “the Most agreeable way now. 


But I muſt atk, what it may be W to 
4 agree with ? 


1. Wich the covenant of grace it does 
not wank for that is a pure covenant of 
; =. pro- 
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promile, and ſure to all the ſeed upon no Rom. iv. 
other ground. In applying the grace of the G ... 


covenant, the firſt thing God does is to 18. 


make the ſoul alive; But God, who is richEph. ii. 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he hath# 5. 


loved us, even when we were dead in fins, 
bath quickened us together with Chriſt. Hows 
ever agreeable it may be thought to be to 
the ſtate of man, who © though he has loſt 
« his power, hath not quite loft his reaſon.” 

I am perſuaded,” ſince the world began, not 
one dead ſinner has been made alive by it; 
but by the mighty power of God put forth 
on the ſoul. Yea, bad all lain in = pro- 
miſe made, and not been applied by the 


mighty arm of the Lord, we had all periſh, H Hoſea 
XI. 9. 


ed to a man. 


2. But it agrees with @ pure courniuit of Gal.iii.12, 


works; wherein is contained firſt, precepts, 
-Prohibirions, | and then promiſes. This is 
' ſaid to be the moſt agreeable way, as tho 
there might be others, yer none like this. 
Bur, lo! the Goſpel ſhews us a more excel- 
lent way. 


O57. 5. If he was commanded to. per- 
% form moral, natural acts, it might ſeem 
« more agreeable; but you ſay be is com- 
e manded to perform acts which are not in 
e his power. 
Agio. „Pray, what power bath be to 
perform moral natural acts? The Scrip- 
T fre. lays, he is without firength, Rom. 
7 K 4 So 
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e v. 6. and Paul fays, that he, after con- 


ec verſion, was not ſufficient to think any 


thing, and therefore not a moral good 


Vol. I. 


thing.“ 

To command moral acts might ſeem 
more agrecable, that is, to the law, ſaith 
the objector. So indeed they do, for all 
moral acts are the duty of the creature not- 


withſtanding his impotence. But ſuperna- 
tural acts Adam could not put forth before 
the fall; and as Dr. Ridgley ſaith, Let it 


« be obſerved, that this God no where 
* commands any to do.” But the defign 
of the author's anſwer, or at beſt, its ten- 
dency, is, to ſet natural, moral, and ſpiri- 
tual acts upon a level, z7.e. to make the 
{ame power and degree of ſtrength neceſſary 
for us, to eat, drink, walk, to think and 
reaſon about the affairs of this life, and 
to do the duties we owe to God and one 


Eph. ii. 1, another, as, to raiſe the dead, to quicken 


Se 


\ l - 
| Rom. 1. 
4 
, 1 


20. 


ſinners who are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
But this is to confound what God hath di- 
ſtinguiſh'd, and may ſerve to amuſe; but, 

1. God, who created all things, hath gi- 
ven to them a nature as it pleaſed him; and 
hath put in them, by his eternal power, a 
motion which they retain as long as he is 
pleaſed to uphold their being: The ſun will 


ſhine, the waters flow, the pulſe beat, and 
Gen. i. zz. every thing produce its kind, without a ſu- 


pernatural aid. Divine concourſe continu- 
ing with the creatures they continue as they 
8 8 1. ; are; 


Kt Dus 
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arez but this concourſe, without a ſuper- 
natural work, raiſeth not one dead ſinner 
to a new life. 
2. There are alſo next acts done with 

regard to the law; and that too among the 
Heathen, who had not the written word > un 
For when the Gentiles, which have not theRom. 
law, do by nature the things contained in" 14. 
the law, theſe having not the law, are a 
law unto themſelves; which ſhew the work 
of the law written in their hearts. Kind 
thoughts of God, as a ſuccourer of the 

works of his hands ; loving and honouring 

of parents, and rendering the lives of the 
creatures; doing to others as we would they 

ſhould do unto us; obſerving the laws of | 
chaſtity ; keeping the boundaries of proper- 
ty, not going beyond, nor defrauding any 
man ; not injuring our neighbour by falſe 
charges, nor with-holding a faichful reſti- 
mony when it tends to his good; and being | 
content with the lot which God gives, with = 
all choſe acts of kindneſs and beneficence 

which are done by the children of men; 
- theſe I call moral a&s, and ſo far good as 


7 ĩ˙·;m· ²˙ ·6—,’ . 1 Toto 


4 they are done, 1. e. God and profitable unto Tit. iii. 8; | 
a men, Theſe are not ſins in themſelves, but | 
8 as they are ſhort of what they ought to be. 
1 And though they are not the matter of our t 
d juſtification before God in whole or in part; 

- Chriſt's righteouſneſs being the whole of 

- that; yet do they not any where ſtand 


4 charged or reproved in the word: Nor "7 
j | 


— — — 
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yet believe, that it is the ſame in the eye 

of God's law to kill, as to preſerve mens 

lives. Notwithſtanding, theſe moral virtues | 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be the. ſpecial work 

of grace; becauſe, they have been found | 

among the Heathen worſhippers of dumb | 

idols; and it is not to be doubted, were | 

more or leſs conſpicuous in thoſe whole zeal | 

and devotion the Apoſtle mentions; who | 
Rom. x. 3. being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs had 

not ſubmitced themſelves to the righteouſ- | 

| 

] 

( 


neſs of God. Now if a man may have 
theſe things and yet fail, they cannot be the 
fruits of that faith, and acts of that princi- 
x Pet. i. ple, which the Apoſtle Peter ſays is incor- 
. ruptible; and our Lord ſaid, ſhall not 
xxii. 32. Fail. N 
I readily grant, that the image of God 0 
enſtamped upon man by creation is utterly f 
. Jefaced; ; and that the moſt rude, barbarous, 
and cruel things, that have been acted by b 
the moſt abandon d poor wramhes, as rapine, ; 
filthineſs and murder, might and would b 
have been a part of our ſtory, had not God ö 


Rom. in mercy laid his hand upon us: For we are 
v. 12. all ſtreams from one polluted fountain; but 
ö - reſtraining grace is beſtow'd upon the ele- 
ction and the reſt, according to the wiſdom, 
and goodneſs of divine Wee to keep 
the world in order. 

The places quoted, viz. Rom. v. 6. 2 Cr. 
all. 6. do not, I conceive, anſwer his inten- 


tion 5" and I defire che rade. 0 82 
W 8 


— — LL. 
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whether the Apoſtle, in either of the pla- 
ces, be ſpeaking of natural or meer moral 
W i 

1 muſt confeſs I am at a loſs to know, 
what he means by, If God in che one or 
<« the other publiſhes and pleads his autho- 
& rity as a lawgiver, Cc.“ If by the one or 
the otber be intended natural or ſpiritual 
acts, how can God be faid to publich and 


plead his authority in the creature's acts? If 
by the one or the other be meant the Law or 
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the Goſpel, 1 am ſtill at a loſs to know, 


how publiſhing and pleading authority as a 
lawgiver, agrees with the definition of the 
was pel, and its diſtinction from the Law. 


Oby. 7. But unto all moral obedience 


< 755 children of men are called, cipecially 
e thoſe who have the written law.” 


Anſio. And where-ever the Goſpel is 


% preached and heard, faith in Chriſt is a 
% moral duty, and repentance towards God 
is a moral duty; there the moral law re- 

« quires that faith. The eternal moral law 


« of God is every way perfect. Chriſt has 


not given a new law to his church a 
* from that.“ 

There are in this auser ſome tive 
aſſertions; I don't ſee how they fir the ob- 
jection. I have already declared my felf 
touching the extent and comprehenſion of 
the law, and can ſay no more to that. It 
bai been n confeſe d and * 

at 
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that there is a faith which is the duty of un- 
regenerate ſinners where the Goſpel comes, 
and a repentance conſequent upon it. But 
there is alſo a faith, by ſome called a divine 
grace, which, as to its principle, or firſt 


Eph. ii. io. ĩmplantation in the ſoul, comes no more 


under the notion of a moral duty than crea- 
tion or the reſurrection of the dead do. 
And further, I deſire it may be conſider'd, 
whether there be the ſame reaſon to con- 
clude, that ſaving faich is a moral duty, as 
that repentance is a moral duty; ſeeing 
man's fall was from God, as he had made 
himſelf known as a creator and benefactor, 
but not as a Father in Chriſt ? | 

« Chriſt, ſays he, has not given a new 


cc Jaw to his church diſtin from that.“ 


True, he has not given a new law diſtinct 
from the old, nor needs there any, that be- 


ing, as above, perfect. But if we muſt be 


accounted Antinomians, becauſe we do not 
believe the law of God obligeth ſinners to 
ſave themſelves by the covenant of grace; 
which is all that can be charg'd upon us, 
we muſt be Antinomians ſtill, 

The anſwers to the eight and ninth ob- 
jections, containing aſſertions without any 
pretence of proof, deſerve no regard, 


Oi. 10. © But bow: i is it poſſible to think, 
7 5 Chriſt makes it the duty of perſons 
< tO. believe in him; and yet it ſeems to 
many of them he does not give faith?“ 


Anfw, 


= 


. 


Anſio. As poſſible as to think he makes 
« jt the duty of all to ſpeak without cur- 
« ſing and ſwearing, and live without lying 
« and cheating their neighbours, and con- 
« tinue in chaſtity, and the obſervation of - 
« all other moral commands; and yet it is 
* plain he does not beſtow ſuch grace upon 
« the tenth part of mankind.” 

Reply. God made man upright, and put 
into him a diſpoſition to do all thoſe vir- 
tues, ' whoſe contrary vices ſtand charged by 


the law; which therefore the law requires, Gal. iii. 


and threatneth wrath againſt all diſobedi-'* 
ence : But that faith, which is a new cove- 
nant bleſſing, was nor put into man as any 
part of his creation endowment; therefore, 
I conceive, there is' not the ſame reaſon to 
ſuppoſe the law commands faith, as that it 
commands to abſtain from immoralities. 
It is no fair way of reaſoning, that becauſe 
the law requires of man what God put into 
his hand, therefore ic requires what he ne- 
ver put into his hand. If a man entruſts 
another with an hundred pounds, and when 
it is Joſt he ſhould bring an action againſt 
him for millions, would it be thought juſt ? 
Suppoſe a law in being, which condemned 
men to impriſonment and loſs of goods for 
putting out their eyes; would this law con- 
demn a man which never had fight. Man 


was endowed with all moral perfections be- If. Ixiv. 43 


fore the fall; but was not made a partaker 


of new covenant bleſſings, of which faith is 
one. | CRAT. 
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Conſequences charged upon our fenti ments 
rs removed. 


Pare 2 © IHA it is the duty (ſays this au- 
r- thor) of unconverted ſinners, who 
„hear the Goſpel preach'd, to believe in 
« Chriſt, is a proved eſtabliſh'd truth; and 
- « ſeeing it is ſo, it's to be hoped that all | 
the faithful miniſters of Chriſt will in 
% their labours for their Lord tell the 
<« people ſo,” 4 
That it is the duty of all that have the 
word, whether they hear men preach or no, 
to believe all that is declar'd therein; hath 
been conſtantly. maintained: But upon the 
diſtinction between common and ſpecial 
faith, it hath not been proved, that it is the 
duty of unconverted ſinners to believe Chriſt 
is theirs; or that they have a ſpecial pro- 
priety in him: Therefore it's to be hoped, 
the miniſters of Chriſt will obſerve their 
commiſſion, and preach the Goſpel, of 
which commands are no part: And if they 
do this, they muſt preach perſonal election, 
particular redemption, and efficacious grace; 
John iii. 3. and let the people know, that Except a man 
4 2 again be cannot ſee the: kingdom of 
. 5 * 98 111 3 > 


* 
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And I think Chriſt's miniſters may tell | 
the people, that there are ſome who believe 
not, becauſe they are not Chriſt's ſheep. john x. 
| That the election obtained it, and ſhall ob- 26. 
ts rain it, while the reſt are blinded; and, not Nm. xi. 
handle the word deceitfully, and ſpeak as if 2 Cor. ir. 


there were a likelihood of all being faved=: 
u- where the Goſpel comes. 

ho And ſeeing, as this author allows, it is 
in not in the creature's power ſo to believe; 


nd what fruit can be expected from preſſing of 
all it, more than the praiſe of the multitude, 
in who always look to doing in order to ha- 
he ving ? FS 


he | Vea, I am far from thinking it their . A. 
0, « glory, or their duty (ſays the author) to L 26. 
th | *«* ſtand a long while together, as they have 
he | been repreſented, offering grace, and of- 
al * fering Chrift, offering life, calling and 


he % inviting, Ge. — oh! that I could pre- 
iſt « yail upon you to take him, &c. I never 
o- * heard ſuch preaching in my life, nor do 
d, J think it becomes any ſervant. of Chriſt 
Ir to deliver himſelf in ſuch a manner 
of But why ſhould the author think it un- 


* becoming a miniſter of Chriſt to call, in- 
n, vite, Cc? If it be the duty of unconverted 
e; | finners to receive and poſſeſs Chriſt for 
an themſelves ; which are the acts of char faith John i. 


of | he makes to be their duty; ſurely it becomes 2 13. 
his miniſters to exhort them to it; and then 
4 « Oh! that I could prevail upon you to 
i; 8 


take 
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on of a 


« take him,” is but the 
good wiſh, and agreeable to the ſenſe he 
gives of Matth. Wili. 37.1 and I conceive 


agreeable enough to his opinion. Only it's 
not to be inſiſted upon, they ate not to 


ſtand a © long while together — But I 


deſire to be inform'd, why it may not be in- 


ſiſted on, if of ſo . cee as it is 
ſaid to be. 


66; n (5 $ he) — a aninifiee 
« has labour'd in the word and doctrine of 
Chriſt's perſon, covenant, love, grace, 
« and ſalvation, it becomes him to ſay with 
e all freedom according to the Scriptures, 
rc that God, in his word, makes it the duty 


* 


of poor ruin d, loſt and undone ſinners, 


* who hear ſuch tidings, to believe in ſo 


=. 


iem, ſhould further obſerve, that him 


ec that cometh Cbriſt — in no wiſe cat 


« our.” 


Here he. is s pleaſed t to give us the: order; 


how: and when it is to be done, that is, 
when unconverted ſinners are to be told 
this their duty, with a motive to encourage 


them to do it. But the unconverted ſinner 
generally thinks himſelf a believer, becauſe 
he believes Chriſt hath died for all ſinners; 
and that's his encouragement already. A 


r ſoul can never have a right notion of 
faith, ill it hath faich co know it by; any 
more than Cs man can form a right no- 
2427 tion 
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teat a Redeemer; and to encourage 
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tion of what it is to ſee, The unconverted 
ſinner generally chinks that be hath faith 
enough; and that what he hears others ſpeak 


of more is but fancy, conceit and pride; 
and hates the believer for it. Nor can men 


be perſuaded that they want faith till they 


are convinced that they want Chriſt. When 


they ſee that nothing will do for a ſaviour 
but Chriſt; when they ſee a need of his 


blood to cleanſe them rom all ſin; of his: Johni.7, 


AN 
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righteouſneſs to.cloath them, and cover their Phil. iii. 


nakedneſs; when they ſee a need of his in- 
terceſſion, by which he faves fo tbe, utter- Heb. 
moſt allothat come to God by bim; and that" 25. 
they ate for ever undone, without Chriſt; © 


then they are ſenſible of their want of faith, 


and encouragement: But then though the 
poor ſoul, it may be, cannot tell how ix 
came into this way of thinking, what bas 
done this, yet as it ſees its need of Chriſt, it 
conceives a preciouſneſs in Chriſt; this ſoul 
cannot be concluded to be dead in ſin, (tho: 
it thinks it ſelf ſo by reaſon of the body of 
death it now. feels) but it has that faith 
which works by love ſecretly implanted 1 in itz 


14 36d 


To you therefore which believe be is precious. 1Per. i. 7¹ 


The eneouragement, here mention'd, is 
not ſuited to, nor was it deſign d to be an 
encouragement. for unconverted ſinners; 


aur Lord ſaich, And bim that cometl unto John vu 


me I will in no wiſe caſt out. Now the 37. 


comer is not a dead ſinner, but; quicken d Hoca 


and drawn by a ſeetes: 5 chough ĩt may 
52 | Have 


— *. 


12 ſuch, he hath given the bleſſing 
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bave many objections and fears arifing from 
_ within, which cheſe words, when brought 
in by the Spirit, ate ſuited to relieve it un- 
der, and give it encburagement in the face 
of them all. There is nothing ſuited to en- 
| N the dead ſinner to move ſpiritually : 
No, he is as unapt to ſpiritual motion, as a 
corpſe in the church-yard is to natural moti- 
on; and we may as well expect the flain in 
the field of battle to ariſe and return to the 
' charge, as for dead finners to ariſe and come 
_ whilſt they are ſo. If God has given an car 
to hear the joyful found, and know it as 
5 60 24” 5 Ns Bie. 
fed is tht that know the joyful ſound. 
* e we firſt live, 33 
I conceive, this form ſuppoſes the ſoul muſt 
firſt move, then lie. 
Page 27. he calls for a lamentation over 
ſome places, where whimfical notions 
« have been ſtarted, hereby ſuggeſting, 
that there ate many ſuch notions, though . 
he does not think it worth his pains to take 
notice of any but this; To mention them 
* (ſays he) is not part of my preſent buſi- 


„ neſs, only you may imagine, that 1 think 


— — * 
* —— — — - — ® 
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ic that to be one, which denies it to be the 
«* duty of a poor unconverted finner — to 
« believe in Chriſt - I mourn under this; 

I mourn under the fruits and conſequen- 
“ ces of it where it as firſt ſtarted -—" | 


It is not ts be greatly wonder'd at, that 


© © there ate many notions in the churches cal 
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ed vyhimfieal, when every thing that has not 
the the ee, aft of one man muſt needs be 4 

ot, by the way, I would intreat 

yp to Fey Pot in the fear of God, whe-, 
ther Chriſt hath appointed rhat his children 
ſhould be excommunicated from his church 
for whims, for weakneſs and miſtakes in 
leſſer matters, &c. I defire Rom. xiv. 1. and. 
xv. 1, 2, 3. may be conſider d. Een 

I mourn (fays he) under this; I mourn, 
Be? If well cid fierce anger, be 
one and the fame ing, we want no proof 
of this aſſertion. But ſuppoſe he does in- 
deed mourn © under the fruits and effects of 
te it, where it was firſt ſtarted,” by which, 
no doubt, he means Cambridge ; he may 
y be miſtaken about the matter. For, 
if the children of God at Cambridge have 
fallen under decays, and unhappy diviſions 
have fallen among them there; how docs 
he know that thoſe uncomely diviſions are 
the conſequences of what he calls whimſical 
7 ?' Where was there a more flour iſſi- 

and harmonious church than that at 

0 mbridge, where thoſe defpiſed notions 
were embraced, while they there enjoyed the 
bleſſed miniftry of the Tate Mr. Huſſey? 
Would this worthy author" think it kind,” if 
bis brethren ſhould charge the fins char 


notion? Ot would it be falr? No; At /aith1 Sam; 

the provers of the artivits, | Om free 1 

ark rk wicked,” © _, 
| e And 
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And ſtill it may appear one day, that 
there is, even now, a church of Chriſt at 


Cambridge, acceptable to the Lord in that 


relation; wherein the faith and order of the 
Goſpel are obſerved and kept, as well and 


as truly as in other places. Had he been 


Pleaſed to have left this out, I cannot think 


the Modeſt Anſwer would have leſs anſwer'd 


its character. There are many alive who 


knew Rowel, Cambridge, Kimbolton, &c. 


in the days of Davis, Huſſey, Bailey, &c. 
and know them now, who are, I hope, 


ready to join with this author in a ſolemn 


Job xxix. mourning for them all. 


2. 


5 


1 cannot think this author happy in the 
Sal. v. ig. method of a cure. Love edifies the body. 


But as an angry ſpirit can do nothing that 
is generous and kind; ſo it never can full 
expreſs it ſelf; but when it hath ſaid all it 


Med. Auf can, there's yet more: No Bopx (fays 


Page 27- « this author) can tell the chain of bad 


| good* man, and a miniſter ? If it: had 


« conſequences which muſt follow, where-. 
« ever it enters, unleſs wonderful grace 


« prevents.” So that when he has nam'd 


ſeveral very diſmal Ones, his reader ought to 


ge 71 L 
believe, that there are many more. which 


neither he nor any body can tell, nor find 
out. This is a ready. way to incenſe the 


greater part of men. This weapon ſeldom 
fails of doing execution. What (ſay they) 


wf we not believe; a people, 40 bs bad in: 
A: deed, when we have it from the 


* 
g 


. - A 


pen of a 
been 
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"from an enemy we ſhould have taken no no- 
*tice of it; but the author of the account is 
a neighbour, one of the ſame ſect, who was 
in communion with them, and would not 
Tpeak what be did not know, nor the worſt 
"of what he did know. For it is enough 
with many that ir was but ſaid or written. 
But what are thoſe conſequences? 

e There the ſervants of Chriſt, throu þ 
the many hundreds of years from Chriſt” 
s time, till now, muſt be deſpiſed, ta 
<< their labours, ſo far as they are known, 


"« derided; yea, there the Bible it ſelf, 


A % whatever they may profeſs, . cannot =— 
| « cordially loved and delighted in, becauſe, 
1 throughout, it is againſt that beloved no- 


% tion; there the unconverted cannot be 

f reptoved, becauſe they believe not in 

ly <« Chriſt; for they are told it is none of 

it « their duty; nor is their unbelief and di- 

ys «truſting Chriſt a fin ; and their faich in 
ad «- Chriſt - muſt be will- worſhip; for who J 
e «hath required it at their hands; there the 

N «poor, Weak, doubting believer, can have 

d no relief” © 
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o I deſire the reader will weigh the matter, 
ich and conſider, whether theſe conſequences 
ind follow the opinion he oppoſes; that is, That 
the God does not require ſinners in unregene- 
om ra to believe with a ſaving faith. To the 
ey) 3 Suppoſe 52 r. miniſters, throu gh 
In- many hundreds of years fince Chil 

> me, have been of . + erent © Opinion 165d 


thy 


— 
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his queſtion; or it may be it hath not been 

455 thought of by many ; for it is not the 

$72 queſtion in divinity ; does. it neceſſari- 

do that choſe miniſters.muſt be de- 

9 iſed, and their labours derided ? This an- 

bor hath entertain d a different opinion 

1 the blaſphæmy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 

"than had been generally received; does he 

therefore deſpiſe and deride the godly and 

their labours?. Made N Judged as he 

Judges others? Again, this * but one thing 

"which we 7, doj's | cc alike, there are many 

at we do agree in; therefore it don't hin- 

Phil. vi. ger, 725 acknowledgi? ng every gend thing es 
7 Jos, in Chriſt eus. 

he ſecond conſequence charged on our 

Ne is,“ There the Bible it ſelf, what- 


475 hey may profeſs, cannot be cordially 


* our it is agaipſt chat beloved potion.” | 
3 1 5 „ Which chinks ng evil, would 

not have ſaid, they cannot love the Bible.” 
55 conſequence. follows, 125 and the rear 
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us one text out of the = Bible againſt 
what he calls © that beloved natign,” 1 155 
we {ball obtain mercy 9 renounce it. 
| Have as much reaſon. rodup 1 * opt — 
hymour with ae BOT rings, of dir 
ſtioguiſhing grace, becauſe. the 

UNIENANCE | opinion. | 

veer Eel of the N ee 

aii wb * . e 


election 


S 


loved and delighted in; begapſe thro ugh 


a be gives is not trae: When he will ſhew 
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election gives it life and being; particular 

redemption takes it by the hand; and the 
doctrine of efficacious grace carries it in its 
boſom ; therefore, through ace,. we do 
love the Bible, and truly Jelighe Se. 

The bird is, There. the unconverted 
cannot be reproved for their not beheving 
in Wine — nor is their een Chil 
c 2 3» 

It hath been already declared, upon the 
diſtinction on which we proceed, vis. be- 
tween a common and natural, and a | | 
and ſupernatural faith, that uhbelief | in the 

uaregenerate is a fin; and that their not be- 5 
lieving every word that God bath ſpoken, .. 
is puniſhable as a breach of the firſt com- 
mandment: But that ir is fin in the unrege- 
nerate not to believe with an appropriating 

faith, to believe that Chriſt is their own, does 

not, I conceive, ſtand any where cenſured 

by the word. If chis * or any other, 
will chew that it does, I will freely yield 

the cauſe, and deſire to lay my hand on my 

mouth and bow.  Fudas heard the Goſ pg! John x, 

and did not believe with the faith of God's * 

clect; was it his in? Yea, had he believed 

that Chriſt was his, as Thomas did, would 
it not have been falſe? Or, was bis not be- 

lieving che cauſe, why he had no ſpecial inte- 

Feſt in him? This has been ſpoken to before. 

Souls in unregeneracy are dene for 

not believing the Goſpel according to the 

Plain fate of the Holy Ghoſt ; has 3s, for 
| 4 nat 
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nor. believing: the record. The text runs 
John v. thus, He that believeth on tbe Son of God, 
29 Hash the witneſs in himſelf: He that believeth 
not God, bath made him a yar becauſe be be- 
lieveth not the record that God gave of hit 
Son. Here is firſt' the believer, who hath 


Ver. 10. thefaich'of the operation of God; being born 


Ver. 20. Of God, and having an underſtanding given, 

8 ſoul is ſaid to have the witneſs in him- 

Felf;” the principle giving teſtimony of its 

author. For God only can open the eyes of 

the blind. This comes in a new covenant 

Way, and is the accompliſhment” of a pro- 

Te. . miſe; They ſhall fee the glory of the Lord, 

2 «&, Truth in the underſtanding anfwers 

| tothe truth in the promiſe ;* and he that 

hath received his 83 hath ſer to * 
ſeal, that God is true. oo Wert 


ben we have the unbelie war He this 


bed not God, hath made bim a yar. 
The Apoſtle doth not ſay, he that believeth 
not in Chriſt; (though it's true, he that be- 
lieveth not in this reſpect is not a believer 
me 3 yet God hath been pleaſed ſo to 
expreſs the caſe, I. conceive, to ſigniſy the 
Aiezence between believing in Chri/t, and 
believing. the word concerning Chrift; For 
the very expreſſion ſnews wherein Bs guilkc 
lieth; becauſe be helieveth not the recard\that 
Od ge of bis Sen. And in the eleventh 
werje'the Apoſtle cells us what that teſtimo- 
5 is; That God hath given us eternal life: 
this ti . 10 in 5 Son. * 0 us] "oe 

22 * A 
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All mankind? No: But to his choſen in 2 Tim. l. 
Chriſt. The one believeth in, as being* 7 
him: The other believeth not the recotd 
concerning him. This unbelicf ſtands al- 
ways reprovd. 27 
The fourth conſe venice is, „There faith 
„ muſt be Wil- worthyp.”” 

It föllewe not from our ſentiments- We 
grebe that - God makes known 
to creature, is the creature's duty to 
believe. In unregeneracy to believe all 
the record that God hath given; and when 
God is pleaſed to make himſelf: known in | 
Chriſt as a Father, and ſeal up the promiſe ru. f . 
of life to the foul; then is it its duty to be- 
lieve the relation, and glorify God on that 
abcount. We hold, that it is hot the mo- 
ral duty of dead men to live and we are 
charged, by way of eonſequenge, for holding 
THAT. it is not the duty of living men to act. 

Lay, There (ſays thisauthor) poor weak, 
. «doubting believers; can have no relief“ 

It ought to be obſerved, that the believer, 
k or ſtrong, is not in the queſtion But 
as the miniſtry is ſaid to be deficient, -with 
fegürd ro the weak believer, where this no- 
tion is held; it may be neceſſary, for the 
' ſake of ſome; to nt chat it 18 not 1 


- by made defieient. 11 

I don't yet ſee how ris bnd which 

15 moral, is ſuited to relieve the doubter, | 
and give him ſatisfaction of his ſtate at all 
Irrer yer this is thought to be che „ W.. 
| eve 


3 
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Jobxvi. 2; pwr periſhing mqtel coply, Miſerable com- 
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ieee che 1 doubtipg believer; and the 
Wane of this: is ſfaid to make the miniſtry 
uſeleſs, with regard to the weak and doubt- 

ing, The better way, as this worthy au- 

thor counts it, tells the ſoul, that it is not 

An his power 5 believe, any mote than it is 

in the power of a dead mau to walk ; but ic 

zie his duty beeauſe God commands him. 
Suppaſe 4 man fallen into a deep well, 
crying out in difireſs; and ſome ſhould 
come to the well's mouth, and day, O man, 

dt thy duty co get. dut a he man anlwers, 

I cannot; ctus, ſay chey at the t, Jo 
-:..": Ndanet ger ont, et. t comfort yu. we 
muſt tell yo, it is you duty to get ot; 

Odd communds:; el to prefect: your n 
Life, and if vou don't get but, you are a-felt- 
murderer: for nat doing it 6 vo not the 


aer are e a 10 Wb oi 0 at: 
Rat if inſtead of commanding che poor 
man to do wbt he cannot da they ſhould 
tell hien in his diftreſs;) that that well had 
been open for tbouſands of years; and chat 
i vaſt number of people he paſſed that 
. way: had fallen ip; het there were dew, if any 
that had periched 4here:; This might; Bay 
- - þis:beart à licde;! and kerp bim from deep 
deſpair, which the other way hach no un- 
geney ta da. And if they: hold tell him 
further, that they base read: of: many, and 

2 Sam. ſume hey have known, Who were relisved 
. 14. in che fant caſe,” by abe wha had kan. 
89 ll | mean 


Anden A att as 


ed 
ind 
ans 


A. further: Enquiry after Troth, 253 4 
means to deliver poor creatures out of choſe Jobxxxii. 
eireumſtances; and had not only all inge "ll 
for it, to aceompliſh ic with wg and ſaſety, 
but alſo gave conflant attendance to that 16. * 
work; his heart was wholly in it, chough *'*: 
He did not always ſhe vy bimſelf, nar in ſtant- 'F: 
appear s would nor chis ſtory vield him 

e relief, and keep him from fainting Pal.gryii. 
nd dying away? Now [ſomewhat of this: 
may be done where this new notion is e- 
ceived. - Yea, they go further, and tell the 
man, that they have been in that well them- 
ſel ves, and in very deep diftteſs ;- that che Pal. 


Waters alemof paſs d over . heads: They pl 6. 


cold hardly. Jaok our, or cry, by reaſon li 4 
thereof ; and when they were ready to yield 

up the ghoſt, Jo! to their great ſurprige, 
One, wich an unſeen hand, let down a line 

and drew Th out. The bearing of this Pal, 
would give ſome-relief, and ſatisfy Thien har w. 16. 
his cauſe is. nat Gogular nor 3 ſee- 

3ng others 'who have been in bis .caſe, are 

— walking upon dry and fir en ground. 


0 


Bops and dekre would both find foe Iife Pa. x2; 


c 8045 . comfortiog diltcefied fouls 
is. not by de Law. but by the Goſpel. .Nac 
legal. commands, but goſpel. re and 
deglarations,- are the pipes sd which 
the God of all grace conyeys his 2 
ing. influences 80 bis, children. They are Gal iv. 28, 


children of the e "TY 
we che breaſts give chem luck. Th. jak wi, | 
T0777. 1 | | ; Com- a s 
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CER Comforter, when he comes, glorifies Chriſt, 
| by receiving the things of Chriſt, and ſhew- 
? Ta. xlix. ing them to the ſoul. The Lord ſets before 
f 1 ß the ſoul what Chriſt is, what Chriſt hath 
9 done and ſuffered : what Chriſt is now do- 
Heb. xi. ing, and how his bowels move towards his 
Ree. WL N all as ſuited to its caſe; com- 
EX I plaint and cry, to entertain and delight it. 
© The Lord himſelf, by. the word of grace, 
= 15: ſpeaks to and in the ſoul, ſo as never man 
xiv. 5. ſpake; and ſounds in it for comfort what 
Cbriſt hath done to ſave; And while the 
ber uk hears the joyful ſound; it hears' the 
bleſſing too; it feels the dew of the Lord to 
„fall upon it, yielding inward peace, Joy, 
And ſweetneſs; and leaves an inward glow 
Luke upon the heart. Did not our bearts burn 
iv. 32. ikhin ut while he talked with *. and 12 4 
96 10 usithe' Scriptures ? þ 
This is not enthufiaſm, ne men 
are pleas'd to think and ſay of it. The ſoul 
Song v. is not warin'd: and ftir, with it knows 
19 not what; but with the voice of its beloved, 
„and the Way ag f his 2 
0 rel. views a ſurpaſſing beauty, and e 
lv. 2. JenCy;1 ich oo with SE thep isdrawn 
after him. Which we ſee happily expreſſed 
N the fifth chapter of Solomon's Song. 
Now, whilſt the ſoul is thus entertain'd, 
it does not feel its doubts and fears: But 
„when thoſe. bleſſed diſcoveries are a little 
le 5 wichdrawn, and influences withs⸗held, the 
mind is called off by * things; clouds 
4 > 1180 e | "mere 
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interpoſe, and a gloom overſpreads the foul ; 
juſt as you ſee a cloud obſcure the face of 
the ſun, and caſt cold and darkneſs upon 
us; then the ſoul, remembring what is paſt, 
finds a doubt about its intereſt in it; becauſe 
now it does not feel and enjoy the beloved 

as before. It conceives a ſuitableneſs and 
real worth in Chriſt, and feels therefore a 
deſire for him. Ob! That I knew where I Job xiii. 
might find him. And yet, at the ſame time,“ 

if poſſible, there are a thouſand confuſed and 
wandering deſires, crying after other things; 
which occaſion: ſuch noiſe and confuſion, 1 
that the poor ſoul knows not what judg- 

ment to make of it ſelf, and what it has met 
with. It doubts becauſe it deſires; for 

where there appears nothing deſireable in a 
thing, we dont doubt, nor fear that we have 

no intereſt or ſhare in it; we are perfectly 
indifferent about that. Thus it is with 

ſouls, that do not ſee their need of Chriſt. 
There's no real defire for, nor concern about 

him. But it is the ſoul that has drank of John iv. 
the water which Chriſt gives, that is trou-“ 

bled for his abſence, and finds inward di. 
putings, jealouſies and fears. Now, ſays this 
author, to relieve ſuch an one, we muſt 

tell; him, that it is his duty to believe; 

and where we do not tell him that, he can 
have na religf at all. But, alas! the com- 
mand yields him no relief. % He Wants co 

know chis right and privilege. Beſides, ſays 

tlie poor ſonl. I can t believe; and you tellꝰ 

_ is | | me 
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138 A further Enquiry after Truth. 
me it is not in my powet, and ſo I find. 
What relief does this afford? I once, ſays 
the ſoul, thought that it 8 not only my 
duty, dut in my 1 thoughi that 
I believed as well, 8 re as was ne- 
ceſſary for any man; but now I fee my mi- 
ſtake. I am convinced that ſuch a common 
faith is of no avail in this great concern. 
I amy now a doubting ſou}, I don't doubt 
of tlie ſufficiency of Chriſt to ſave; nor of 
the ſuitableneſs there is in him o my caſe. 
John vi. I, ſtaud convinced of this, mine eye is fixed;/ 
63. - TI -ktow. not whither elſe to look; yet I. 
doubt of my intereſt in him. The Scriptore 
2 Pet. i. 1. ſpeaks. of lhe precious faith, and I want to 
know whether God has beſtowed this hea- 
venly endowment on me. For herein lieth 
the doubt. Now, bleſſed be the Lord, we 
can ſay ſomething from the e ſuiced wet 
cha relief of ſuch a ſou. 
We can tell che ſoul; as it appears to „er 
the caſe of this doubting | believer, - that 
whereas it hath an eye to ſee, though bur: 
wich a weak and glimmeting fight, (as we! 
may ſuppoſe the ſtung, I/aelites, at rhe fur. 
od, hed baca — 
fight, of the brazen ſerpent): yer, we hope, 
this is of God; and that as the pack of the 
Juſt is as the ſhining light, ſo the Lord, whoſe 
Hoſ.vi. 3. going Forib it 2 as-the morning; will 
ſhine: more and more, and come © ar 
the latter and as the former ruin ufon' tht 
earth, And thus we can encourage the fool, 
elt AS 
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as we have had encouragement our ſelves, 
with reſpect to a begun work, and haves Cor. 
found the Lord to anſwer our hope. 
We may, and do fay to ſuch a deubeing 
ſoul, that whereas it is ndw made to ſee that 
füth and pollution in it ſelf, that wretched- 
neſs and miſery, which ie did not always: 
ſee; and as ir diſcerns a remedy chat God 
has provided, which it thought not of in 
time paſt, at leaſt as it thinks of it now I 
ſay, we can tell that ſoul, that Chriſt came ä 
not to call the righteous, but innert to bx. 
tance. Thoſe whom God'hath been pleaſedd 
to paſs by, leave under the law, and deal 
with according to the covebant of works, 
he does not conviace of the inſuſſiciency 
and ſhortneſs of their on doings, ſo as to 
make them renounce them as filthy rags. lxiv. 
They who ate left, are, in their on cſteem,® 
righteous perſons, whole, that nheed not the 
phyſician: Such, ſaich the Lord, I came Lak. xviii. 
not to call; and ſuch have not ground, from 
the word, to believe he did. For as Doctor 
Owen lays „ As long as a man truſteth in 
« himſelf that be is righteous, Chriſt doth 
% not call that man to believe.” But the 
doubting believer, whoſe caſe we are {| 


ing to, though he does not know that he is a 
of 


believer; comes under the encoura 


the word. This if a faithful ſaying, and worthy: Tim. i. 
of all ncreptation, that Chrift Feſus came into *5* 
the world to ſave finners; of whom I am\chief © 

1 Collection of Sermons, Nc. Page 5340. 
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But if ic be yet ſaid; though Jam con- 
vinced of my ſtate by nature, and ſee my 
1 need of Chriſt; and that nothing elſe will 

doc before God, I am ſtill in fear that _ is 
O but a common work. 4 31 #69791 
- Anſw. This is not a common IOW Nor 

is the work common. Our Lord ſaid to 

Matt. Pater, * Bleſſed art thou Simon Bat-Jona: 
xvi. 17. For feſb and blood' bath not revealed it unto 
thee,- but ny Father ' which is in heaven. 
pt. Ixvi. God was graciouſly pleaſed to relieve my ſoul 
16 when preſſed with ſuch fears by the fame 
word. Soul, lock out into tlie world, and 
ſee if 1 you cannot diſcern in the multitude a 
different cry. Have they ſeen the deep pol- 
lution of nature, and been convinced of 
their utter impotency? Have they ſeen their 
need of Chriſt, not as a partial, but as a 

rfect and compleat Saviour? Vou ſhall 

fe them ſay, that they are ſinners, and 

that they believe Chriſt to be a Saviour; 

that they muſt do what they can, and then 

truſt to the mercy of God through, the me- 
rits:of Chriſt for the reſt. Thus they betray 
the ſetret of their heart, and the covenant 
on which they ſtand. They plainly declare, 
that Chriſt is not all and in all to them; 
that he comes in but at ſecond: hand; and 
| that their regard is more unto themſelves, 
5 and their dependance more upon their on 
dvings, than upon the mighty one, on em 
wh 25 God hath laid n NWO 
Pf. laxaiz. . "032971 15 noms: * Nee 
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On che other hand, enquire of thoſe 

4 whom God has redeemed among men; let 

them our of every nation, kindred, and 

tongue, be attended to, and you will hear 

| them all with one voice declare, that they 

are poor, vile, wretched creatures in them- 

ſelves, and that their help is only in another. 

Yea, look into the Scripture, and hear the 

confeſſions and experiences of thoſe whoſe 

ſtory God hath been pleaſed to give us, and 

you will find an agreement. I have finnted; Job vii. 

what ſhall I do unto thee, O thou preſerver of 20. 

men? We are all as an unclean thing, and Ila. lxiv. 6. 

all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rag 

Then, ſaid I, I am caſt out of thy figbt : Tet Jonahil.4. 

T will hook again toward thy holy temple. 

This will be found to be the one, the com- 

mon language of thoſe who are now gone 

to heaven, and all the foHlowers of the lamb 

here on earth; Lord, ts whom ſhall we go? 

bon baſt tbe words of eternal life. | 
From what his been ſaid it will appear, 

that the conſequences charg d upon our opi- 

nion follow not from it. Whether preach- ac: xi. 

ing the Lord Feſus, where the command, 20. 

this author pleads for, and where the offer 

is not uſed, be not bleſs'd to the ſuecour ing 

and relieving of poor, weak, doubting be- 

hevers, and 1 ebe comforting of thoſe hes are 

caſt down, I'muſt refer to che experience. 

I and teſtimony of thoſe whoſe lot is caſt 

A where the Goſpel only is preached. © 

On} To the reſt of the conſequences, which 
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"a worthy author ſays No Bob can tell, I 
cannot tell what anſwer to give, only, 
1. This cannot hinder the ſalvation of 
one veſſel of mercy, notwithſtanding what 
be hath unwarily ſaid, Modeft Anfiver, p. ag. 
For all that the Father had given to Chriſt 
ſhould have been, as they were, reconciled, 
and made willing in- the' day of Chriſt's 
power; and ſhall be to the end of time. 


Acts xiii. See John x. 16. and vi. 37, 38, 39. As * 


48. as were ordained to eternal life believed. 
2. It cannot hinder thoſe that are born 
again, in their love and gratitude to God, 
for all his benefits beſtow'd upon chem; 


nor in their ſhewing it forth in their walk 


with God, and one another; neither doth 
it reſtrain their pity or prayers for thoſe that 
are unregenerated. T 

It cannot diſcourage the unregenerate, 
the dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, from doing 
any thing. For as this author allows, they 
have not the leaſt ſtrength to do this, nor 
inclination to attempt it. Where then muſt 
the conſequences fall? For election and the 
reſt, called and uncalled, make a perfect 
diviſion of all mankind, and neither of theſe 
can be injured by it. There are none in a 
middle ſtate, between the election and the 
reſt, between the called and the uncalled; 
therefore we know not on whom the ſup- 
poſed blow can fall. 


1 


And now we come to the commodities 
and advantages that attend the author's my 
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of thinking; On the other hand, ſays he, 
« the favour of the good knowledge of God 

c ig made known by thoſe, who declare the 
«whole of his counſel in every place.” 

We may ſuppoſe that every good man 
thinks his own way right, or he would not 
chooſe it. But the favour of the good 
knowledge of God is not made known by 

the Law, but by the Goſpel. For we are 2 Cor. ii, 
(ſaich the Apoſtle) unto God à fweet ſavour 5 

of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved and in them 

that periſh. Commands all: belong to the 

Law. Who are thoſe that “declare the 
„whole of his counſel in every place?“ 

The Apoſtle faid, I kept? back nothing Ads xx, 
that was profitable unto you, viz. the diſ- 29. 
ciples, and the elders of the church at Ver. * 
Epheſus. And, I bave not | ſhunned | to de- Ver. 27. 
clare unto you all the counſel of God. That 1 Cor. xv. 
is, he had preached to them the Goſpel. 3! + 
He had delivered to them the ordinances 

and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, Now, I praiſe 1 Cor. xi, 


you,” brethren, that you remember me in all* 23. 


things, and keep the ordinances as ] delivered 
them unto you. For I received of the Lord 
that which alſo I delivered unto you, &c. all 
that the Lord had given him to deliver to 
the churches, he had kept back nothing. 

. Counſel ruſt here be taken in a limited 
ſenſe; for men have not known the whole 
of God's counſel: Who then merits the 
praiſe - of this author? Or, who ſtands 
charged ? We hope we have not kept back 
A M 1 any 
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any thing that might be profitable to the 


church or our aſſemblies; nor ſhunn'd to 


Eph. iy. y. declare, according to our abilicy, the mean 


«vi. 15. 


1 will here read is. 


teach all nations; 


"fare of the gift of Chriſt, what God has made 


known to us, with reſpect either to doctt ine 
or worſhip. 

But we' ſtand charg'd with unfaithful- 
neſs if we don't tell our aſſemblies, that it is 
not the duty of unconverted ſinners to be- 


lieve, Sc. We declare that it is the duty 
of unconverted ſinners to believe more than 
they do; but if we do not think it to be 


their duty to believe with a ſaving faith, 


why muſt we be urged with unfaichfolnes 
if we do nar tell cheth ſo? Was this author 


to undertake to tell his auditory e 


very thing 


that they ought not to do, wauld not he 
find work — for an age, and his _ 


run out very unfruitfully? 
We have no negatives * the commiſſion: : 


Matth.xxvyii. 19, 20. Go ye, ee, wad 


tbe Father, and of the Son, and of tbe Holy Ghoſf : 
Teaching them ta obſerve whatſoever I baue 


commanded you: And, lo, T am witb yon alway, 
even to the end of the world. The firſt teach- 


ing is explain'd by, G0 ye into all the world, 
, [ preach the Gojpe! ] to.cvery creature. 
Here's the commiſſion, and all the com- 


1 miſſion we have, and that is, 10 preach the 


Ads xi. 
20. 


| Golpel. 


Accordingly che Apoſtles did, 
* 10 when wy were come tu Antioch, Jhake 
a wy, unto 


baptizing them in the name of 
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gave unto the A 
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wato the Grecians, preaching the Lord Feſus. 


And Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 3 
preacbed Cbriſt unto tbem. Then Philip 5, 
open'd his mouth, and began at the 
Scripture, and preached unto him Feſus. And 
thus Chriſt himſelf did, And beginning at Luk. xxiv, 


Ver. 35. 


. Moſes, and 129 the prophets, be expounded *7+ 


wnto them in [all] by Seri Prures, tbe things 
concerning bimſelſ. 
 Baptizing them, &c. That is, when the 


Ton 75 nd their hearts, as he open'd the 
heart of Ly 


dia, ſo that they attended unto 
ngs Which were ſpoken; they were 


the thi 


taken with the grace that had provided ſuch 
a Saviour, and wrought ſuch a Nen 
then were they baptized. A. 1 


- Teaching them to obſerve, cc. God leg 
na work in them, would not have 
them lie like looſe tones; but will have them 
laid upon the foundation by viſible profeſſion, 


and be built up a temple for himſelf. And Eph. ii. 20 


would have it form ' d, order d, and govern'd, 22 
according to the commandments Which he 
es whom he had choſen. 


of all that Feſus 


began to 4 and teach, 
until the 


in which be was taken up, after 


Phat be through. the * Holy Ghoſt bad given * 


. LI BW JOU 24 
* Not the l 25 which they had i in writing, but the 
inſtitutions of Chrif cording to which his churches were to 


be * officers dad and Tin 'd, ordinances adminiſter' d, 
a and govetnment exerciſed for the ediſication ofthe 
27 


55 &, Tit f. 5, Aa vi. (Eph. i. e Jula 
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come to Antioch, and bad ſeen the grace of 
God, be was glad, and exborted them. all, 


commandments unto the Apoſtles whom he had 
Therefore when Barnabas was 


that with purpoſe of beart they would cleave 
unto the 1s. ” 


1 We. iv. 1. Furthermore, then we be- 


| feech you, brethren, and exhort you, by the Lord 


Jeſus, that as you have received of [us] bow 
you ought to walk and pleaſe God, ſo you 

would abound more and more. * 2 
However, ſome may glory in telling the 
people, that the commiſſion of a miniſter is 
to preach the law as well as the Goſpel; till 
I have light into that matter, I would ſay 


with the Apoſtle, I am not aſhamed of the 


Goſpel 4 Chriſt: For it is the power of GO 
unto ſalvation to every one that beheveth.— | 

At the bottom of Page 29. this author gives 
a flight to his fancy, and breaks a jeſt upon 
the notion he oppoſes, as he had done above 


in the ſame page; but as though he fear d it 


would be over · looked by his reader, we muſt 
have it again with enlargement. His words 
are theſe: ** What muſt this new notion ſay 
* to them? We don't know what you are; 
„you don't know what you are your ſelves ; 
* as you may belong to thoſe-who are to be 
e pitied, we pity you; but we cannot tell 


„ that, We can tell you Chriſt is a Savi- 


« our to ſome, but we. cannot tell you chat 
« you have any concern with him, only you 


* arc bound to believe that what we fay is 


__ ane; 


. 
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true but we cannot tell you that ic is your 


« Jury to believe in Chriſt.” Seeing you walk 
in darkneſs and have no light, we dare not 
tell you it is your duty to truſt in the name 
« of the Lord ; you don't know that you 


are converted, and we don't know that 


« you are; therefore only wait in the way, 
<« and juſt believe all we ſay is true, though 
« we don't ſay it is your duty to believe you 
« have any other concern with it. 

What doctrines have not been droll'd by 
prophane wits? If men would give way to 
a ludicrous fancy they might make them- 
ſelves and others merry with any thing ; the 
doctrine of election hath been ſo uſed ; bur 


It is a mean thing, though too common for 


men to ridicule what they cannot by fair 
reaſoning confute. This is not the wea- 
pon of a workman that needeth not to be 
aſhamd. 12 

Page 31. Though ſome have thought- 
«leſly and too ſuddenly took up that noti- 


e on, yet let them nom, in the preſence of 
God, impartially compare ic with the 


«Scriptures, ſome texts whereof I briefly 
* produc'd, as perſons: willing to ſubmit 
tt their ſouls to the revealed will of God, 
«and they will ſee that it is a pernicious 
te dangerous error. 


- 


I have now, with this laſt advantage, con- 


ſidered the texts produced, and this author's 
obſervations and reaſonings upon them, and 
can fee nothing either to uphold his own 
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3h 2 .anpther's weakdeſd and | 

tenen do not make our folly leſs mon ier 

_  Wexcuſe chat we have been \miſFuidediby 
men, Heing we ſhould have taade: 


the wurd 


gur rule; yet it is ſome relief, when the 
Wind blows bard, to think chat e muſt fr. 


mein che ſhack in ſuch goed 
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1 pernicious errpr.s And B. Dope: 
t tbe Saree, this taumbor will 
= ben. *. ſuffer Fools gladly, be ebe init mit ies off - 

be utal, and nor pleaſe bümſelß;; and in 1% 
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more gentle and kind towards che win gg 
I this amor; or any other, ſhall pfenſa 
to take any motiee of this in a ſpirit of — 
therly kin ineſs, I am willing to fir at His 
55 feet, ani ſhall thanł fully ax R no wledge him 
LY to ba the meant af a bend wien Hf 
ceive conviction 1 But if the contention halt - 
appear to be far the laſt words: n negledtꝰ 
ing the weapons of our warfare, he ſbafl be? 
take himſelſ to bitter words; an gt ry 
dangeruus, pernitiaus err difraal 1conſer | 
 Ewepres, that No roDY'canitell; dc td ep 
us to contempt, and enrage the leſs difcetn®- 
ing 1 am cantent td yield che prise and 
_ quiz the field xa ſuch S 2+ 
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